








































Lands Granted by
Haldimand Proclamation

Current Six Nations
Reserve

Approximately 950,000
acres granted on October
25, 1784

Approximately 46,500
acres or 4,9% remaining
as of April 2001





This booklet was first put together in May 2006 by some people. The update in your hands was put
together in late June 2006. The articles included are being reproduced without permission, and no
assumption should be made that the authors do or do not approve of the content of this publication.

Feel free to make your own copies and distribute in your area.

      
   

put your group’s name & contact info. here!

Letter and 11” x 17” versions of this booklet are available
for free download in PDF format from www.lefrigovert.ca

4. Phone, Fax, and Email Actions
                  


5. Send Messages of Support to the People at the Camp. Camp spokespeople can be reached
at:

Dick Hill: 519-865-7722, 519-445-1351
Hazel Hill: 519-717-4292, 519-445-0719, thebasketcase@on.aibn.com
Jacqueline House: 905-765-9316; jacqueline_house@hotmail.com

Struggle for the Land: Interviews with
Participants at the Six Nations
Reclamation (April-May 2006).  This 90
minute DVD consists of a series of interviews
with First Nations activists at the Reclamation
site and video of the protests and counter
protests concerning the reclamation of the
Douglas Creek Estates. In what ranks as one
of the most significant indigenous
confrontations with the Canadian State since
the 1990 Oka crisis, participants speak in
their own words about what is at stake in
their struggle. Includes videos with
reclamation site spokesperson Jacqueline House, Six Nations resident Robin Williams,
supporter Mike Desroches, a member of the Mohawk Warrior Society, kitchen
organizers Gene and Ruby,  footage of the racist anti-native protests and a variety of
interviews with Caledonia residents. All footage filmed and produced by Tom Keefer.
Proceeds of the sales of this video will go to supporting the Six Nations struggle at
Douglas Creek Estates.
To order contact Autonomy & Solidarity at auto_sol@tao.ca

($15.00 US / $18.75 CDN)

Ontario Provincial Police, Haldimand County
Inspector Brian Haggith
Phone: 905-772-3322
Fax: 905-772-5815

Premier of Ontario Dalton McGuinty
Phone: 416-325-1941
Fax: 416-325-3745
Email: dalton.mcguinty@premier.gov.on.ca

Attorney General of Ontario Michael Bryant
Phone: 416-326-2220 or 1-800-518-7901
Fax: 416-326-4007
Web comments: http://
www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/
comments.asp

Federal Indian Affairs Minister Jim Prentice
Ottawa Office: Phone 613-992-4275; Fax: 613-947-
9475
Constituency Office: Phone 403-216-7777; Fax 403-
230-4368
Email: prentice.j@parl.gc.ca

Prime Minister Stephen Harper
Phone: 613-992-4211
Fax: 613-941-6900
Email: pm@pm.gc.ca

Governor General Michaëlle Jean
Phone: 1-800-465-6890 or 613-993-8200
Fax: 613-998-1664
Email: info@gg.ca
Online petition to Michaëlle Jean: http://
www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/850267742

These Websites Can Be Checked For More Up-To-Date Information
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In 1993, we had RCMP snipers in our fields when we tried to open a casino that could have bought in 100
million dollars a year for us. Once again our jurisdiction, our right to govern ourselves was denied by force of
arms. We could not enjoy the same rights as our Anishinabe relatives in the States. We still have 77%
unemployment. We are denied any recognition of our right to lease our 3 million acres of traditional lands
and each year we receive less and less funding. It took us 125 years to get Treaty Land Entitlement
recognized. Eight years we have waited to have our TLE land converted and still we have to wait, but it took
the white farmers only 26 days to get an Order in Council taking our 12 sections of reservation lands away.
Roseau River is owed at least 60 million dollars from the 1903 land claim. We have been peaceful, we have
been patient, we have waited 103 years for justice but meanwhile in Caledonia the white people got compen-
sation already, millions of dollars have already been pledged by the government, yet the white people only
had to wait 100 days, not a 100 years for the government to act.

Yes we believe that there are two sets of laws in Canada, one for whites and another for the Indians.

The Supreme Court of Canada decided in Haida that “Knowledge of a credible but unproven claim is enough
to trigger a duty to consult.”  In spite of the law as decided in Mikkisew, where Justice Binney of the
Supreme Court wrote that it was illegal for government officials to be indifferent, it is exactly what the
Government of Canada does, Liberal or Conservative, they ignore the law if it is in favor of the Indians. Why
do you think that in 1982, Premier Lyons of Manitoba would absolutely refuse having the Right of Property
recognized in the Charter? They tried to stack the law in their favor but it didnʼt work so they ignore the law
when it is convenient for them to ignore it.
Over five hundred murdered and missing First Nation women in Canada. Our people fill the jails and prisons
in Canada. Over 50% of the people killed at the hands of police in Canada are First Nations people. Over
6000 land claims in limbo because Canada refuses to put in place a process that will deal with these matters.
The Conservatives refused to deal with the Kelowna accord despite the fact ten provincial premiers, three
territories and the previous federal government had agreed to it. In Six Nations/Caledonia land claim, it was
the people who took action, it was the people who finally had enough and decided not to be sidetracked by a
useless Canadian government process, they, the people took direct action.

So I ask the question, are the people tired? Are you tired of watching hundreds of billions of dollars of
resource wealth paid to the governments of Canada, while you, the original owners are denied a share of
your own wealth. Are you tired of the housing problems, the lack of education opportunities, the denial of
health coverage, the injustice, the brutality, are you tired of being the poorest of the poor in Canada. Are you
tired of watching immigrants to our lands taking our resource wealth, while at the same time they call you
down for not paying taxes to their government?
We at Roseau River will stand up as we have always done. We will not be ignored. We will not obey any
white court injunction that the railway companies might try and get imposed upon us, an injunction that will be
unilaterally imposed, an injunction that would deny our right of property.

We signed a treaty with Canada. They are obligated by the terms and conditions of that treaty. The immi-
grant to our land gets their title from the Crown but the Crown got their rights from us, the indigenous people
of these lands. We were here first, these are our lands. We hold the underlying title to all these lands
including under the rail lines.

At 3:30 p.m. vehicles will pull out of the reserve headed to the blockade sites. At exactly 4:00 p.m. cars will be
driven onto the rail lines and we will stay exactly 24 hours to send a message to Canada, that we will no
longer tolerate our rights being ignored. The Okiijida Society will provide security and will not tolerate any
acts of violence from anyone. We will welcome all peaceful people to join us on June 29th and 30th 2006.
We ask that you get there at noon in order to ensure everyone knows their responsibility.

Chief Terrance Nelson

continued from previous page



 

   
   
  
     
    
  
   
    
   
  
    
      
     
    
   
  
      
    
      
  
 

   
    
    

     
     
    
    
    
    
   
    
  
   
     
    
     
   
   
     
   
   
    
   
    
    
  
   

    
   
     
    
  
   
 

    
    
   
    
    
      
  
   
      
    
    
   
   
   
    

Roseau River will peacefully blockade two railway lines for exactly 24 hours starting Thursday June 29th at
4:00 p.m. and ending Friday June 30th at 4:00 p.m. One of these railway line blockades will be north of
Dominion City, four miles east and one and half miles north of the main Roseau River reservation, the other
railway line to be blockaded is north of Letellier, which is approximately two and half miles west of Roseau
River and one mile north of Letellier. Both railway lines move goods and services into and from the United
States and will affect business in North Dakota, Minnesota and beyond. Both railway lines run on our
traditional territory, we hold underlying title to those lands.
At noon on Thursday June 29 in front of the Roseau River Community Hall, two Roseau River drums will
begin singing. People will gather to hear from the elders, the leadership and from the people themselves why
First Nations are angry enough at Canada to initiate this action. Roseau Riverʼs traditional territory was over
2000 square miles in south central Manitoba prior to the signing of Treaty # one on August 3rd 1871.

The Crown promised, that no white man would ever be allowed
to set foot upon the reservation without our permission. The
Crown pledged on their honor that if we agreed to the treaty
giving them access to our 3 million acres of land that the re-
served lands would be ours forever. Just 32 years later on
January 30th 1903, the government would force the surrender
of 12 sections or 70% of our reserve. Mr. Atkinson would be
shot and killed for refusing to leave his home. It takes the Min-
ister of Indian Affairs, twelve days to recommend an Order in
Council and in just 26 days by February 25 1903 the white
farmers have full ownership of 12 sections of our reserve with a
signed Order in Council.

   

RCMP sniper: colonialism’s shocktroops

      
       
      
     
       
     

        
      
     
     

              
              
      

              
           

        
           
            


            
             
           

           
               
            

              
                 


              
               
       

      
       
       
          
       
       
     
     

       
       
       
     
     
       
       
     
    

      
     
       
  

from: http://www.sago.ca/sixnations.htm

     

   
   

   
   

       
  

    
    

 
      
     
     

   
      

     
        

 

      
   

from: http://hometown.aol.com/miketben/miketben.htm





    
   
    
  
    
    
     
    
    
     
    
      
   
   

    
   
   
   
    
   
    
    
   
    
    
   
   
    
   
   
    
 
   
   
    
      
   
    
    
    
   

   
   
    
    
  
   
    
    
  
   
     
    
      
    

   
   
    
    
   
  
   
     
    
  

    
    
  
    
    
  
   
    
     
    


   
    
   
  
   
     
    
   
   
     
    
    
     
   
   
     
      
   
     
    
     
   
  


     
      
    
   
     
   
  
 
     
    

   
    
     
  
  
     
    
   
   
   
     
    
     
     
  

    
   
   
  
   
   
  
   
    
  
   
    
    
  
   
     
    
 

An unofficial archeological dig
headed by anthropology graduate

Joanne Thomas began last week at
the Douglas Creek lands. Thomas

said some red ochre (inset) has
been found indicating burials may

be present.
(Photo by Donna Duric and Jim Powless)

by Doug George-Kanentiio , Akwesasne Notes
Volume 1 #3

Prior to European colonization the Iroquois
exercised active dominion over most of what is
now New York State. Of the 49,576 square miles
of the state the Iroquois held title to about 4/5
of the total area (approximately 39,000 square
miles).
Traditional Iroquois boundary lines were quite
specific as to which lands belonged to a par-
ticular nation. Mohawk territory extended from
the Delaware River north to the St. Lawrence
and included almost all of the Adirondack Moun-
tains. Their boundaries to the east were Lake
Champlain, Lake George and the Hudson River.
By adding up the area of the current counties
within this region the Mohawk Nation can lay
claim to 15,534 square miles (or 9,941,760 acres)
as having been alienated from their possession
through various means, including fraudulent
“treaties.”
Oneidas recognized the West Canada Creek,
the Unadilla River and the foothills of the
Adirondack Mountains in St. Lawrence county
as their eastern border with the Mohawks. They
also knew their land went as far north as the
St. Lawrence River and south to below the
Susquehanna. Using the same formula of ap-
plying county areas to indigenous Oneida ter-
ritory, a figure of 5,819 square miles is arrived
at (or 3,724,160 acres).

To the west of the Oneidas were the Onondagas;
their borders followed the Tioughnioga River,
Otselic River and Chittenango Creek as it
flowed into Oneida Lake. Within their national
boundaries are the counties of Jefferson, Os-
wego, Onondaga, Cortland, part of Tioga and
about half of Broome. Their total is 2,670,720
acres or 4,173 square miles.
Cayuga lands between Rochester and Syracuse
included Cayuga, Seneca, Chemung, Schuyler,
Wayne, Tompkins and part of Tioga counties.
Their region is 3,123 square miles or 1,998,720
acres.
In western New York the Seneca Nation enjoyed
fertile lakeshore fields and a rolling terrain which
was rich in wildlife. Their lands stretched from
east of the Genesee River to the Niagara Pen-
insula and southwest to Lake Erie. An estimated
10,248 square miles (6,558,720 acres) were held
by the Senecas until various land companies
removed them to three small reservations in
the early nineteenth century.
All together the Iroquois Confederacy held as
its own 24,894,080 acres of some of the most
beautiful and resource wealthy lands in all of
North America. Yet traditional Iroquois were
careful custodians of the earth for nowhere in
this broad expanse of territory was there a
single polluted stream, hazardous waste site
or open landfill.  [...]
Total land holdings for the Iroquois in 1995 are
about 86,716 acres remaining from the original
25,000,000 or .034% of what we once had.

How Much Land Did the Iroquois Possess?



 

 
    
   
  
   
     
   
   
 
   
  
  
   
    
    
    
 

   
   
   
   
  
  
    
     
   
  
     
   
  
  
    
  
   
   
     
     
   
    
   
    
    
   
    
   
    
  
    
 
  
   
   
  

     
Roseau River Anishabe First Nation Government

June 13, 2006

Ultimatum meets Ultimatum! As Premier Dalton McGuinty and Minister of
Indian Affairs Jim Prentice pull out of the Six Nations/Caledonia land
claim with ultimatums that the “barricades must come down,” First Na-
tions across Canada are issuing their own ultimatums. Last week, 100
Ontario Chiefs walked to the site of the land claim dispute and issued
their own warning to Canada. Today Union of British Columbia Chiefs
issued full support to Six Nations. In Manitoba, the Assembly of Manitoba
Chiefs, representing 64 First Nations, passed a resolution supporting a
24-hour railway blockade set for June 29th 2006, “to force the Canadian
government to establish a reasonable time-frame for settlement of land
claims.”
Chief Terrance Nelson moved the resolution to “send a message, that
resource wealth of our lands are what supports every Canadian.” Canada
is the third largest producer of diamonds, has 10 per cent of the worldʼs
forests, and mines 60 metals and minerals. Oil is now over $72 a barrel,
up from $10 a barrel in 1999, and there are 1.4 trillion barrels of oil in the
tar sands plus hundreds of other oil and gas producing areas. Canada
had eight straight federal government budget surpluses, a 2005 reported
net worth of $4.5 trillion, and GDP over a trillion dollars. Today the federal
government raises far more revenue from its share of resource royalties
than it does from income taxes.

Roseau River will block two railway lines going into the United States. At
least six other Manitoba First Nations have vowed to block railway lines at
the same time. The financial cost of the railway blockades will be in the
millions but the real impact is likely to be the international image of Canada.
Canada was the United Nations choice as the “best country in the world
to live in” for seven straight years, but while Canada was number one on
the index, Canadian First Nations communities mired in extreme poverty
were set at the 63rd level on the UN scale.  Over 6,000 First Nations land
claims are now in limbo.

“What pisses me off when I watch the Caledonia violence” said an angry
Chief Nelson, “is the immigrants to our lands didnʼt bring the diamonds or
other resources from Europe in their little wooden boats, yet they have
the gall to demand we, the owners of the land and resources, must now
pay taxes to them on top of their theft.” Treaties 1 to 11 representatives
went home last week from a Winnipeg conference to seek support in
their regions to initiate railway blockades in traditional territories.

From Windspeaker June 2006

Six Nations claim:
Lost lands

• On Oct. 25, 1784, Sir Frederick Haldimand, the Captain General and Governor-in-Chief for Upper Canada, signed a
deed for land in what would later become southern Ontario for the Five Nations. [Later Tuscarora joined to create the Six
Nations.] The Haldimand deed assigned land “six miles deep” on both sides of the Grand River from its source in south-
central Ontario to its mouth at Lake Erie. The Haldimand Tract originally covered 955,000 acres.

• The land grant was made as compensation for the loss of the six-million-acre homeland taken by the United States in
the Mohawk Valley in upstate New York after the American War of Independence. The Five Nations (Mohawk, Seneca,
Oneida, Cayuga and Onondaga) had fought on the British side in the Revolutionary War, which led to the creation of the
United States in 1776. The land was a reward for Five Nationsʼ loyalty to the Crown and a gesture of appreciation for the
military support offered voluntarily by the Indigenous peoples in defense of the realm.

• Shortly after the Haldimand Proclamation was made, John Graves Simcoe, Governor General of Upper Canada, issued
the Simcoe Patent that limited the Haldimand Tract to 275,000 acres, of the original 955,000 acres, for the exclusive use
of the Six Nations. That meant the other 720,000 acres would be leased, surrendered or sold.

• About 302,000 acres were mortgaged for 999 years to create an annual source of income for the care and maintenance
of the Six Nations. Itʼs been only 122 years since the proclamation.

• Another 49,800 acres were mortgaged for a similar length of time and a similar purpose. Under the current process,
where the federal Crown decides which land claims against it are acceptable and which are not, the Crown accepts as
valid the claim of only 30,800 acres of this transaction. The remaining 19,000 acres of Six Nationsʼ land are lost forever
with no compensation.

• An additional 112,689 acres were surrendered by Six Nations for sale. Proceeds were to be accounted for and invested
by the Indian Department and a Crown-appointed trustee for the benefit of Six Nations.

• 19,180 acres (including the Port Dover Plank Road lands, which are involved in the current dispute) were leased for
short-terms. They were 21-year leases with seven-year renewals.

• In all, Six Nations lost at least 125,000 acres without a full record provided by the Crown.

Lost monies
(Examples of investments by the Crown using Six Nationsʼ funds:)

• 1834: $4,000 used to offset governmentʼs debt. There is no record of repayment.

• 1845: $14,717.58 was used to offset government s̓ debt. Again, with no record of repayment.

• 1851: $8,000 used by municipal council of Haldimand. No repayment is recorded.

• 1847: $1,000 was transferred to Law Society of Upper Canada. No repayment recorded.

• Additional loans, with no repayment recorded, to McGill University, the City of Toronto, Simcoe District Council, Public
Works Canada and additional Crown debts. Six Nationsʼ research suggests a number of large public projects were
funded with money from their trust accounts, without repayment.

Legislated repression
In 1907, Six Nations hired lawyer A.G. Chisholm to pursue the Grand River Navigation Company for improper use of Six
Nationsʼ monies. This company ran shipping traffic up and down the Grand River but eventually went broke. It accessed
Six Nationsʼ funds held in trust by the Crown without Six Nationsʼ permission. The Crown interceded against Six Nationsʼ
attempts to pursue legal means of redress and stalled until it passed Section 141 of the 1927 Indian Act. That amendment
made it illegal for anyone to hire a lawyer, create a fund or provide money to a First Nation to pursue a claim. That
Canadian law stayed in effect until the section was repealed in 1951. Since the Crown acknowledged an obligation to
recognize claims, Six Nations has filed 29. Just one, the CNR settlement, has been finalized with 250 acres returned to
the territory. Another 28 claims, recognized by the Crown as legitimate, remain. And more may be filed.

continued from page 65





       

Sago from Grand River. Well, the news tonight while it sits heavy on the hearts of some, is a decision that was felt to be the best for
all concerned. The remaining barricades around Kanestahton have been removed.

The confederacy council has asked the people to support them on this decision. While there wasn’t a consensus of the people, the
majority of the people felt that it was a decision that we should support. First of all I have to assure everyone that this does not mean
we are giving up our position on the land. The people are not leaving the land, nor do we intend to. We are calling Canada’s bluff.
The federal and provincial governments all along have stated that they will not negotiate on the issue of land while the barricades
remain intact. Now we will see how honorable these people are. For the people on the site, this is a hard pill to swallow.

Continuously throughout history it seems that it is our people who always have to take the high road and it is we who have to give
in to the threats and demands of the colonialistic government. They peg us as the criminals but it is they who have the guns, they who
stole the land and they who created the barricades in the first place by sending in the riot squad and refusing to talk.   We know that
the only reason the true Onkwehonweh government is at the table is because the barricades were up. Will Canada continue with the
talks now that the barricades are down or have they played out their hand in order to pull the rug out from under our feet? At this
point it is the trust in our confederacy and in our Creator that is what we are holding on to. It is the trust and knowing that we are
upholding the Law of Peace and our responsibilities that lie within that Law.

It is the belief in our Sovereignty and our obligation to protect the land for the generations to come. Our negotiators believe that in
order for talks to continue, this is the only position that we can take. For the people on the site, it is the distrust of the canadian
government and their ability to speak with truth that concerns us. Who is to say that this isn’t another trap and we’re playing into
their hands. I hope for Canada’s sake that this isn’t the case.

While I write to you, I have just been informed that the police build up around the site has increased. Ambulances are on stand by.
Have we made a mistake, or are they merely continuing to keep a presence to prevent the continued racial discrimination, hate
crimes and violent actions recently displayed by some of the residents of Caledonia. This week in the media we have been por-
trayed as lawless and through the continued efforts of the government to incite a violent reaction, it has resulted in 7 of our people
with warrants out for their arrest. These individuals have been brought before our clanmothers and chiefs to be held accountable for
their actions according to the protocol of the Kaierenekowah.  They will be dealt with according to our Law, and Canada has to be
reminded of the fact that they do not have the jurisdiction to enforce their laws on our people.

The charges to the say the least are an exaggeration of the truth. For instance, the beating of the CHTV 11 cameraman that resulted
in his having to get stitches, was confirmed on their own sister radio station CHML that the injury was a result of his being hit in the
head with a police billy club during the attempt by the opp to diffuse the situation. Yes, the opp did try to intervene. But that is not
the way it was led to believe. It was made to look like our men violently beat this man and that the opp stood by and let it happen.
I’ve seen picture’s myself taken by one of our local newspaper reporters that showed clearly that the opp did step in to physically
stop not just our men, but the CHTV men from throwing punches as well.

It has also been reported that our people swarmed the car of an elderly couple who were only out “sight seeing”. They did not
report that the racial discrimination and insults that were directed at our people at the front gate of the site or the dangerous driving
that resulted in one of our men being hit by this same car and why our men originally followed them to the Canadian Tire parking lot.
It was not reported that while they state that they drove to the nearest place to seek help from the police that they drove right past
the opp officers who were stationed only yards from the area where the incident occurred. Yes, our people did follow the couple to
the Canadian tire parking lot. But that was because for some strange reason, they thought that they would somehow see justice
given and that the deliberate action of trying to run one of our people down would result in charges being laid against the driver. How
naïve of our people to think that this was even a possibility.

Attempted murder charges have been made against another of our men who reacted violently at seeing the United States Border
Patrol vehicle lurking around the site, having our people under surveillance, with the support and assistance of the opp. This agent,
who was learned to be of the ATF (alcohol, tobacco and firearms) had to have been given government clearance to be near the site,
not just for the day, but evidence shows that they have been in the area since early April. The ATF agents normally are mandated to
deal with terrorists. Obviously the government is trying to build a case against our people as terrorists to justify bringing in excessive
force to physically remove us from the site. The government of Canada has yet to explain why, if they are seeking a peaceful
resolution to this situation, have they enlisted the services of the United States government agencies to discredit the political positon
of the Onkwehonweh on this land and try to peg this reclamation as a criminal activity rather than the political position that it is.

Furthermore, the government has yet to come to the table to deal with the real issues of the Onkwehonweh. The issues are not the
barricades, the issues are the Land, Our Sovereignty, Our Treaties and OUR  responsibilities to the Kaierenekowah. It is not
whether THEY understand them or even believe them, this is about US and who we are as a people. A NATION long before
Canada even existed.

  
   

    
   
   
   
    
 
  
   
    
    
  
     
 

 
   
   
   
    
 

   
   
    
   
   
   

    
   
    
   
   
   
  
    

      
   
   

    
 

    
    
     
   
   
    
   
    
   
    
   
  
  
   
    
    
   

    
   
   
    
   
    

   
   
 
  
    
  
     
  

  
   
    
  
   
    
     
    
 


    
    
  
    
  
     
     
     
   
  
   
    
   
   
    
    
  
    
   


    
   
   
    
   
   
   

            
             
        

             
      
        
         
         
  

            
           

       
             
       
        



 

    
   
    
  
   
  
    
    
    
 
 
  
    
    
      
    
  
  
   
    
      
     
   
     
      
    
  
   
   
  
   

    
    
    
     
   


   
    
    
    
    
   
   
   
     
   
  
    
    
     
   
     
   
   
     
   

    
   
  
    
   
   
  
   
     
    
    
     
     


    
   
   
    
    
  
    
    
    
    
    
    
   

  
   

    
     
    
      
   
     
     
    
    
     
  
    
    
    
   
   
   
     
 

  
 
    
    
    
    
    
   
   
     
    
      
    
       
     
   
   
      
     
     
    


   
   
   
    
     
    
    
   
    
    
    
    
    
     Mcguinty “talks tough”,

fanning the flames of racism

   
   
   
   
    
   
    
 

   
  
   
 
   
    
  
    
  
    
     
     
  
  
   
      
    
     

   
    
   
     
  
     
   

   
   
   
     
    
    
    
   
   
   


    
     
   
     
   
   

   
   
  
  
    
    
     


    
   
    
   
     
    
   
   
    
  

   
   
 
  
   
 

   
Unemployment rate for First Nations people in the labour
force rose from 15.4% in 1981 to 24.6% in 1991, despite
advances in education – on some First Nations reserves
rates are as high as 80% and 90%;

Earned income for the average First Nations individual
in 1991 was $14,561 compared to $24,000 for all
Canadians - a $1,000 decline since 1981;

The infant mortality rate among First Nations people is
more than double the Canadian rate (17.2 compared to
7.9 per 1000 babies);

The suicide rate is 3 times higher than the national rate
– 7 times higher for youth 17 to 24 years old;

Only 42% of First Nations children complete grade 12
compared to 61% of Canadian children;
Death rates from injury are 3 to 4 times higher among
First Nations children than among Canadian children in
general.
Over 30% of First Nations adults reported a disability -
more than double the national rate. Among First Nations
adults aged 15 to 34, the disability rate is three times
the national rate for the same age group.

54% of 74,000 First Nations housing units do not meet
basic standards.

The incidence of TB and diabetes is 17 times and 3
times higher, respectively, among the First Nations
population - in 1991, 75% of the TB cases reported in
Canada were of First Nations origin;

First Nations people make up 3% of the population but
more than 10% of the prison population;

First Nations women represent only 2% of the women in
Canada but 29% of of women in Federal prisons (as of
July 2003) - this breaks down to 46% of maximum
security population; 35% medium security population and
23% minimum security population

Indigenous women between the ages of 25 and 44,
with status under the Indian Act, were five times more
likely than all other women of the same age to die as
the result of violence.

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, 70% of
violent  crimes - and 90% of sexual assaults - against
Indigenous people are carried out by non-Indigenous.

Since 1988 over 500 First Nations women have “gone
missing” across Canada.
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The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have issued ar-
rest warrants for seven (7) people from the Six Na-
tions Reclamation site. Charges include attempted
murder, robbery, intimidation and causing bodily
harm.
The Haudenosaunee Confederacy deliberated this
issue during Council on Saturday June 10th, 2006.
The individuals involved in these incidents were
brought before the Confederacy Chiefs and Clan
Mothers, on Sunday, June 11, 2006, to discuss and
understand the incidents. The Confederacy Chiefs
and Clan Mothers spoke with these individuals about
the Great Law of Peace and how it is to guide our
actions. Our investigation is continuing. It was de-
cided that for the safety of all involved, these indi-
viduals would be removed from the site until our in-
vestigation is complete. We are working with the
Ontario Provincial Police and the Six Nations Police
to ensure the safety of all people within our respec-
tive jurisdictions.

Our investigation has indicated the “Border Secu-
rity” vehicle being driven by the “police officer” was
actually an Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearm (ATF) ve-
hicle from the United States of America. Two officers
in the vehicle were from the United States of America
accompanied by an officer with the Ontario Provin-
cial Police. We have found evidence that indicates
these officers were in the area since April 2, 2006
assisting in the current policing of the occupation of
the Six Nations Reclamation site. This is particularly
concerning due to the reputation of the ATF. The
Haudenosaunee are dismayed that the OPP gave
permission to these officers from the United States

of America to assist in this situation without any prior
communication to our people, this has incited an al-
ready tense situation. We are working with the Ontario
Provincial Police to clarify this situation.
The Haudenosaunee has legally binding treaties with
the Crown. The Two Row Wampum belt and the Sil-
ver Covenant Chain affirms the parameters of the
relationship between our two governments. These
treaties acknowledge the Sovereignty of our people
and Nation. The Silver Covenant Chain speaks of a
relationship between our two governments based upon
Respect, Peace and Friendship. To have a good
strong Friendship, there needs to be a commitment
to exercise “Kanikonriio” that is the “Good Mind”
which means equality, justice, and the Commitment
to help each other in times of need. The Two Row
Wampum Belt identifies the nation to nation basis
which are people are to deal with. The Two Row Wam-
pum Belt depicts our governments operating within
our own “canoes”. This means that each of our re-
spective governments will continue to operate under
their own laws and will not interfere with the affairs of
the other governments.

Under our treaties the only issues which fall under
the Crownʼs jurisdiction are Murder, Rape and Theft.
According to the Treaty of Fort Albany made with the
Crown there is an extradition process which must be
followed in order to address any of these three is-
sues.
Our people follow the Great Law of Peace and are
not a people of violence. The Haudenosaunee are
committed to ensuring that the Great Law of Peace is
respected and followed at the Reclamation Site.

    
June 11, 2006
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Remember: the Canadian State and its police guard dogs have been
progressively militarizingthe media, by seizing video and other ma-
terial in order to mount criminal cases against individuals. This oc-
curred in the Caledonia standoff as recently as May 20th, when CH
TV (the same station whose reporters were injured yesterday) had
a tape seized by police who wanted to use it to identify individuals -
the station had been given the tape (which was shot by a Caledonia
resident) on condition of confidentiality and that the faces of indi-
viduals would be obscured.
As the group Canadian Journalists for Free Expression has noted,
this is a reoccurring phenomenon in Canada. In June 2001 the
RCMP seized videotaped belonging to Aboriginal Peoples Television
Network (APTN) correspondent Todd Lamirande – the footage in-
cluded part of a confrontation between indigenous people protest-
ing the Sun Peaks ski resort development and local supporters of
the project. Furthermore, “on 15 June 2000, Toronto police seized
video footage of an anti-poverty protest at the Ontario legislature on
the grounds that they needed media photographs and videotape to
help identify participants, as media were able to get closer to the
demonstrators than police. Similarly, on 5 April 2000, police in
Montreal demanded that television stations Radio Canada and TVA
hand over recordings of a protest at which violence had broken out,
according to Reporters sans frontières (RSF).”

As the CJFE notes: as a result of such seizures “journalists risk
being perceived as adjuncts of the state.”
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Ontario Provincial Police are trying to recover classi-
fied documents containing the identities of undercover
officers and operational details concerning the native oc-
cupation.

The documents were stolen last Friday during an alterca-
tion between natives and police in which an OPP officer
was seriously injured.

Natives occupying the Douglas Creek Estates got the
documents when they stole an unmarked U.S. Border Pa-
trol SUV in which two U.S. border agents and an OPP
officer had been riding.

The OPP have issued an arrest warrant for a 30-year-old
Six Nations man who is wanted for attempted murder.
He is accused of trying to run over the downed OPP of-
ficer with the stolen SUV.

The documents contain the names of OPP officers and
U.S. agents involved in the standoff, home
phone numbers, details of surveil-
lance operations and infor-
mation from confidential
informants dating back to
the beginning of the stand-
off.

They also include
notes of investigations
into human smuggling
across the Canada-U.S.
border along the
Niagara frontier.

The Spectator obtained a copy of the documents on the
weekend from former Spectator reporter Lynda Powless,
publisher of Turtle Island News, a national native weekly
newspaper based on the Six Nations Reserve.

Late yesterday, the OPP appealed to The Spectator to im-
mediately return the copied documents.

“That information is very important and we need to get it
back. I can’t stress that enough,” said OPP Acting Detec-
tive Staff Sergeant Anthony Renton.

The OPP officer said the information in the documents
“is very sensitive law enforcement information that places
people at risk as police officers.”

Renton would not discuss the documents’ impact on of-
ficer safety, operations or negotiations to end the stand-
off.

Among the documents is a two-page contact list of many
key players in the standoff, including natives and OPP
staff. In some instances, the list provides cellphone and
home phone numbers.

News that the confidential information had fallen into
native hands sent shock waves through the OPP union

yesterday, which recently criticized OPP leaders for com-
promising the safety of their frontline officers.

“I’m speechless,” said Karl Walsh, president of the
Ontario Provincial Police Association.

“I will immediately call command staff and ask them what
they are doing to ensure the safety of the officers whose
safety has been compromised as a result of the informa-
tion that’s now in the hands of the antagonists within the
Six Nations Reserve.”

Powless said natives found the documents in a blue SUV
registered to the U.S. Border Patrol. OPP officials say
the border agents were observing how provincial police
are handling the standoff.

The documents “came into my possession, and I will not
tell you how, and I photocop-
ied it, and I returned it,”
Powless said.

The SUV was first
spotted on Ar-
gyle Street in
Caledonia with
someone lean-
ing out of the
vehicle taking

photographs of the natives’
barricades, she said, then sped off when

protesters approached them.

Natives followed the vehicle, she said, and that an alter-
cation occurred when it slowed down and one of its oc-
cupants jumped out.

“One of our men, I understand, then jumped into the ve-
hicle and drove it back onto the site. They looked into
the vehicle to see what was in it and it was full of sophis-
ticated radio and high tech equipment and a bunch of
documents,” Powless said.

The natives returned the documents and the SUV to po-
lice after several hours of negotiations with native liai-
son officers, but not before the documents were photo-
copied.

The intelligence officer’s log includes details of an OPP
operations post being set up in the Hamilton area, checks
into the background of natives and Caledonia residents,
and information from the Canadian Security and Intelli-
gence Service (CSIS) that “white supremacist skinheads”
were heading to Caledonia that “did not materialize.”

One note describes an interview with a Caledonia resi-
dent who complained the standoff frightened her chil-
dren.

The officer’s log reads: “Her kids are on the school bus
and they were told to do up the windows on the bus.”

         

 





(Paul Morse Hamilton Spectator, Jun 13, 2006)



    
    
    
      
      
    
 
     
   
     
   

    
   
    
     
    
    
    
  
    
  
      
    

  
  

   
    
    
     
   
    
    
     
   
    
    
   
   
   
    
    
   
 

   
   
    

    
     
   
   
   
  
  
    
    
  

    
    
   
     
   
   
    
   
  
   
     
    
      

           
       
          

  

             
            
              
               
              
             

            
            
               
                
              
          

             
             
                
            
              
               
             
          

              
             
                   
             





Today has been a day of unrest at the land reclamation
site. While I won’t go into great detail on what has hap-
pened today as a press release is being prepared, it is
suffice to say that the intimidation tactics and pressure
from the outside has worked to the point that 1000 opp
officers are being dispatched to the area surrounding the
reclamation site, and the Caledonia residents are up in
arms, demanding the removal of our people from the site,
and even going so far as to setting up a barricade on the
recently opened plank road (argyle street) leading into
Caledonia. It is important for all of you to understand that
the intimidation tactics leading up to day were constant.....
including army helicopters and others flying overhead all
hours of the day and night; including hovering overhead
between 2 and 4 in the morning with their lights off, and
then on occasion, shining high powered lights down onto
the people on the site. This has been going on constantly.
Our people are being faced daily with people driving by,
hollering racial remarks including “go home you f’n Indi-
ans”, “get a job”, “you’re gonna die” etc. Garbage is con-
stantly being thrown at us, and besides the “flipping of
the bird” there have been times where firecrackers are
being thrown out the window toward us. These incidents
however, are not followed up on by the opp be-
cause they are not breaking any laws.

today a united states border patrol vehicle was
retrieved with high powered surveillance
equipment in it. The first story from the opp
was that the “A.T.F. Officer” was just visit-
ing friends in the neighbourhood and was tak-
ing pictures “kinda like
a tourist”, when
spotted just
down from the the front line
barricade and then followed to
the back door of the reclama-
tion site. then later when we
questioned further what the
United States ATF was doing
snooping around taking pictures of our people with the
opp riding in the back with them, they changed the story
saying that they had been invited in by the opp. Our ques-
tion as to what they were doing there, what is their man-
date, and the fact that obviously these people have got-
ten high government official clearance to be so far out of
their jurisdiction was unanswered by the opp representa-
tives. an opp officer was hospitalized as a result of this
incident, and a ch tv. Newsperson/cameraman had to get
stitches as a result of a previous run in with our people.
This situation is not good.

What needs to be understood is that the incidents of to-
day, are a direct result of the constant intimidation tactics
of the opp and others of the military, the continued racial

discrimination being shown, not by us, but by the Caledonia
people, including the recent blocking of our children from
using the arena for lacrosse games; the back tracking by
the provincial government at the negotiating table; all of
which lead up to the ultimate goal of the government. To
justify stopping the talks at the negotiating table. From
what we have been told at the fire tonight, this is the posi-
tion of the government at this point. Canada does not want
to deal with the Onkwehonweh people because they know
we are absolutely right in our position with respect to the
land, our sovereignty and upholding our Law. The violence
that occurred is not something that we are proud of, but it
is something that we completely understand knowing and
understanding the underhanded and direct attempts at in-
citing the action required to justify another attack against
our people, and to make it look like we are uncontrol-
lable. Why else have they been playing the “terrorists in
Canada in court in Brampton” back to back with the “six
nations land reclamation in Caledonia” on all of the news
stations Canada with the help of corporate media, is mak-
ing sure the mental brainwashing of its citizens against
the Onkwehonweh people continues. How convenient that
CHTV 11 was there even before this all started. How co-

incidently that the couple who sparked
the violence with their racial attacks
drove straight to the Canadian Tire
parking lot, and how convenient that a
“by-stander” happened to have a video
camera across the road at tim hortons

video taping the whole scene and directly
reporting to CHML radio who happens to be

co-owned by chtv 11. Was it a co-incidence! or
were these people already on standby knowing
that a story was about to break. It is unfortunate

that our people fell for it, and in hindsight we
can all wish it didn’t happen, but the reality is,

u n l e s s you are in the situation, dealing with the con-
stant mental emotional and physical intimidation of the
corrupt bureaucRATS; and the racial violence that has
been directed at our people on a constant basis, none of
us can truly say how we would have responded if in the
situation ourselves.

The potential for violence occurring on the site in the next
little while is tremendous. The Caledonia people are want-
ing to come in to take us out. The opp are maintaining a
line between the Caledonia residents and the reclamation
site. It is unknown how long this is going to continue. Our
people need to be on alert. Again, we are on the site un-
armed, we are trying to maintain the peace, and we are
keeping the people toward the inner perimeter of the site.
I will forward further updates as soon as I get them. Please
forward to others. Stay Strong and keep the Peace.

Hazel Hill, camp spokesperson

Update from Grand River - Saturday, June 10, 2006
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while Iʼm not sure of the exact wording of the
prophecy, I remember hearing the Hopi
prophecy where they talk about a time when we
would reach a crossroad. Where the
Onkwehonweh will have to choose.  We either
go back to the earth, our roots, and learn to
live from the earth and all that she
provides for us, or continue on the
path of money and power, the latter
of which will eventually lead to that
next war.  When I first heard that
prophecy probably 10 years ago, I
thought “yeah right” weʼre all
gonna die cause no one is going
to give up that dollar.  It is easy to
see now how wrong I was.  Our
people have come together in
peace and solidarity, not
because

we see a financial gain in what we are
doing, but we have come together to

protect the land.  The very essence of
our beings and for the good of our

future. For the unborn children.  We
ARE doing what we have been
instructed to do. Not from any

individual but from the spirit
within.  So, for that, this

morning I am grateful,  my
heart is now uplifted again

and I can look to today with
anticipation.

- Hazel Hill

April 19, 2006  According to the Six Nations Con-
federacy, women are the title holders of the land.

 Sewatis has been at the Six Nations blockade since
it began on February 28. “I was the first one to encoun-
ter your enforcement officer,” he says. “I was peace-
ful and just explained the situation. [I said] ‘I cannot
follow your orders because I’m not Canadian. I’m
Haudenosaunee.’”

 The police officer he was speaking with didn’t ap-
pear to know how to handle Sewatis’ response to his
order. Apparently, the fact that someone born and raised
only a few miles from where they stood—just outside
of Caledonia, Ontario—was not Canadian was a diffi-
cult concept to grasp. “So, I just told him ‘You’ll have
to wait for my superiors to come,’” says Sewatis.
“That’s the kind of language they seem to understand.”

 I am sitting with Sewatis in his van. For over six
weeks this is where he has slept. That is to say, when
he has slept. Many nights he sits by the fire, keeping
watch in case the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
chooses to invade the site.

 From where we sit, we can see dozens of people
gathered around the fire, singing, laughing and talking.
To our left is a cookhouse that was recently built to
feed the growing number of people that have come to
support the repossession of Six Nations’ land. There
are several tents, a teepee and a couple of trailers scat-
tered nearby.

 It might feel like a camping trip except for the fact
that we are in the middle of a construction site. There
are no trees or grass and ten partially built suburban
homes stand nearby. Henco Industries had hoped to
build hundreds of houses here. Construction was halted
on February 28 when the road to the site was blocked
and Henco was informed that the land is not theirs to
build on.

 “We’re here telling people that it’s our land and it
was illegally attained and it was illegally sold,” says
Sewatis. “That’s just the plain and simple truth.”

 This is not “the kind of language they seem to un-
derstand.”

 On April 6, the Canadian government said that the
Six Nations dispute is not about land rights. “This is
not a lands-claim matter,” said Deirdre McCracken, a
spokesperson for the Minister of Indian Affairs Jim
Prentice. She also said that the blockade “has nothing
to do with the federal government.”

 But according to a statement released on March
20 by the women of Rotinoshon’non:we (meaning

Iroquois or Haudenosaunee, depending on the lan-
guage being spoken), the blockade has quite a lot to
do with land—and with the Canadian government.

 The statement outlines how “General Haldimand
confirmed that Britain would affirm the right of the
Six Nations to a tract of land six miles deep on either
side of the Grand River, running from its mouth to its
source.” The piece of land immediately under dis-
pute is only a small part of the much larger
‘Haldimand Tract.’

 This piece of history is not being debated. A
plaque erected in Cayuga, Ontario by the Ontario Ar-
chaeological and Historic Sites Board says much the
same thing. The sign also notes that the land was
awarded in 1784 in recognition of the Six Nations’
help to the British Crown during the American Revo-
lution. What the plaque says next is where the stories
diverge. “In later years, large areas of this tract...were
sold to white settlers.”

 According to the women of the
Rotinoshon’non:we, however, “None of this land [the
Haldimand tract] was ever legally surrendered.” The
women’s statement carries a great deal of weight as,
“Women are the ‘Title Holders’ of the land of
Rotinoshon’non:we as recalled by Wampum 44 of the
Kaianereh’ko:wa.”

 The significance of the previous sentence will be
lost on most Canadians, who will have no idea what it
means.

 Indigenous nations have their own constitution
(Kaianereh’ko:wa). “The idea that British Colonists
or their descendents—like Canadians—were the only
people who had ‘law’ is a legal fiction,” says
Kahentinetha Horn, a Mohawk elder from Kahnawake.
Canada “has totally disrespected our laws and agree-
ments to conduct a nation-to-nation relationship.”

 The Six Nations Confederacy has been called the
oldest living participatory democracy on earth. Ha-
zel Hill, one of the women active at the blockade de-
scribes how decisions are made: “There are fifty
chiefs which represent the Confederacy Council and
they have a clanmother with each chief. It is the
people whose voice the chiefs and clanmothers carry.
Any decision regarding land, comes first from the
women, and then to their clans, and through the pro-
cess of our council, when all are in agreement, or
when consensus has been reached, only then does the
decision stand,” she says. “In our history of the
Haldimand Tract, this has never been done.”

 In 1924, the Band Council system was imposed
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By the Victoria Day weekend [May 20-
21], considerable progress had been
made, although unfortunately this was
not officially reported by the govern-
ment. This progress included an
apparent commitment to return land that
houses a defunct and vacant Correc-
tional Facility, originally taken illegally
from Six Nations, after an environmental
study to establish the condition of the
land. It was widely rumoured that there
would be a moratorium on the disputed
Douglas Creek land and a third party
archeological study for graves of Native
people.

This led to a goodwill offer by the Six
Nations to open Argyle Street. But on
Friday evening, May 19, the anti-
protests became more aggressive. When
the Six Nations people started to
dismantle their barricades on Monday,
May 22, the rednecks could not stand
the prospect of peaceful resolution
without retribution. The baseball-bat
armed mob put up their own barricade
and the situation degenerated, complete

with physical engagements. The Native
people threw up a new defensive
barricade, dug up the road and prepared
to defend themselves. A state of
emergency was declared in Caledonia,
and people worried that the Canadian
Army would be called in.

Some facts must be stated for the
record. During this protest no Native
person has attacked a resident of
Caledonia even when provoked with
racist slurs. When the citizens of
Caledonia had a rally at the Fair
Grounds, the Native people applauded
their right to congregate peacefully. A
young Six Nations man was shot just
under the eye with a pellet gun; the next
day a young intruder was captured
within their camp driving erratically and
in possession of a pellet gun and military
equipment, including a flack jacket. He
was handed over unharmed to the OPP.
Violence and the threat of violence have
only come from the anti-native minority.

There is a problem in Ontario. It might
be convenient to look at every phenom-
enon in isolation and to pretend awe,

ignorance and wonder when an
oppressed people stand courageously on
their own behalf. If ignorance is bliss,
there are a lot of happy people in
government here and they are trying to
spread it around.

But there is a history, with its twists and
turns, and also with a common thread.
Remember the murder of Dudley
George at Ipperwash by the OPP?
Remember the lies and subterfuge to
protect a red-neck premier and his
cabinet cabal? Remember the OPP riot
squad attack on OPSEU members right
in front of the Ontario legislature? How
about the legions of missing Native
women who don’t get media attention?
How about water you can’t drink? How
about mercury poisoning? Where the hell
is the conscience of the Canadian State?
When the police become spectators, as
they were when racists stoned Native
people at Kahnesetake in 1990, they are
supporting the attackers, carrying out
state policy.

The cancer of right-wing, imperialist and
racist thinking explodes around the
Native people. Their struggle is a beacon
that lights up the political environment
and exposes the danger facing all of us.
Will the social justice movement face
similar violence and retribution when it
escalates the very issues the Native
people are dealing with now? The issues
of water, environment, medicine, living
space, the right to exist purely as a
condition of birth and being?

I think the Native people are politically
more advanced in many ways because
they are forced to deal with these
problems, not hide from them. As a
student of history, a trade-unionist and a
Hamilton worker, I am not surprised by
the calm and peaceful determination of
the Six Nations people. Throughout
history, struggle develops its own dignity,
its own unity. There is nobility in standing
your ground, in fighting for justice. That’s
why Robin Hood is a folk hero and
Hitler is not.

Sam Hammond, The People’s Voice, June 1-15, 2006

     

* for a complete version of this article see
http://www.politicalaffairs.net/article/articleview/3533/1/189/



by force on Six Nations. In the place of the traditional
government what critics refer to as “a puppet govern-
ment” was installed using the Indian Act.

 Since 1924, the Canadian government has done its
negotiating with the Band Council, a system that is a
part of and paid for by the federal government. “The
Band Council,” says Horn, “does not represent the Six
Nations peoples according to international law.”

 In an open letter to local newspapers, Hill com-
pares the government’s agreements with Band Council
to finding a few people in Caledonia to agree to sell
their town to the people Six Nations. “Would that be
legal?” she asks.

 The Band Council system does not allow the voice
of the people to be heard, says Horn. If the Canadian
government wants to seek legitimate discussions, ne-
gotiations must be undertaken on a nation-to-nation
basis. “There could then be an orderly settlement based
on an orderly investigation of the facts and an orderly
identification of the laws that apply,” says Horn. “The
reason Canada doesn’t want to do this is because it
knows full well that when the process is complete, the
facts will clearly show they have illegally invaded our
land.”

 There is a large sign at the Six Nations blockade
that reads “Oh Canada, your home on native land.” The
play on words from something as basic as the national
anthem is appropriate for a standoff that could turn the
meaning of Canada on its head.

 “A lot of people have squatted on our land,” ob-
serves Carol Bomberry. Pointing to Caledonia she con-
tinues, “This is one of the towns that is on our land.”

 Most Caledonians probably don’t consider them-
selves squatters. Chances are they consider Caledonia
home. What does it mean if Caledonia is not Canada?

 Mike Laughing, one of the men manning the block-
ade, responds matter-of-factly. “Look at it this way:
just imagine if all those people got to live on native
land. Instead of paying taxes to the government they
could be giving it to the true landlords, back to this
nation,” says Laughing. “If they didn’t want to do that
then they’d have to move. But we’re not saying move
away.”

 As for the small piece of land immediately under
dispute, Bomberry has a similarly straightforward sug-
gestion: she’d like to see the Canadian government buy
the houses back from Henco Industries and restore the
land to Six Nations.

 The Six Nations Reserve, the most populous re-
serve in Canada, is currently less than five per cent
the size of the original Haldimand Tract. “There’s a
ten year waiting list for houses,” Bomberry points
out. “Our population is growing every year. We need
more room.”

 Acknowledging Indigenous land rights will, of
course, mean much more than establishing who lives
where or who pays taxes to whom. Laughing says he’s
at the blockade for the sake of his kids. Canada “has
been standing on the back of an Indian for too long,”
he says. “It’s time to get off and let us stand proud of
who we are.”

 It is not only First Nations people that stand to
benefit from a just outcome to the Six Nations stand-
off, says Horn. Native and non-native people alike
are suffering from a system that is destroying the en-
vironment. Horn believes that under Indigenous title,
the land would be treated with far more respect. “Ac-
cording to our constitution, we have to take care of
the land, in other words we’re environmentalists,” ex-
plains Horn. “That’s why it’s important [for non-na-
tive people] to help us assert our jurisdiction.”

 People from across Canada and around the world
have lent their support to the Six Nations’ struggle.
Hundreds of people have gathered at the site each time
there has been a threat of the OPP moving in.

 “The Canadian government calls themselves
peaceful,” says Sewatis. “I hope that they live what
they say.”

 If the OPP chooses to invade, many at the site
feel that it is their duty to defend their land and de-
fend their people. “We’re not seeking violence,”
Sewatis says. “I seek peace first...but, I believe in
what’s right.”

 Sewatis has seen how standoffs over land rights
have ended before. “They think they can make peace
by having a gun and having it their way,” he observes.
“We want to talk about peace and the laws and juris-
diction of the lands. We are going to utilize the great
law of peace. We’re going to offer it one more time.”

 At the time this article went to print, over 50 po-
lice cruisers were gathering in Caledonia and Six
Nations was on “Red Alert.”

Hillary Bain Lindsay
The Dominion

http://dominionpaper.ca

                    





June - 2006  Forget what you’ve read in the mainstream papers
or have seen on the national news: we’re here to tell you there
are plenty of good people on both sides of the barricades at
Caledonia. A mere handful of knuckleheads are getting most of
the attention and, while that may feed the media beast, it does
nothing to get to the truth of this critically important matter.

 Here’s what you need to know: Ten years ago, the elected coun-
cil of Six Nations asked the federal government for an account-
ing of its lands and monies held in trust by the Crown. Since
then, Canada’s departments of Justice and Indian Affairs, under
the guidance of the Privy Council Office and the Prime Minister’s
Office, have done everything in their considerable power to avoid
providing said accounting.

 Ten years ago, Six Nations stated it was not interested in dis-
placing third parties. It acknowledged that Canada could never
pay what it owed to the community after a century of plunder
and injustice. All it wanted was information, to know what hap-
pened to their lands and monies held in trust by their fiduciary
Canada.

 How much in lands and money? At the time, Six Nations offi-
cials refused to say publicly what they believed to be owed, but
Windspeaker’s trip to Six Nations in May has revealed that at
the time of the statement of claim the figure was $800 billion;
yes, that’s with a ‘b’. S teve Williams, the elected
leader at the time, said he has no doubt that num-
ber stands today at $1 trillion.

 Prime Minister Stephen Harper says he believes
in accountability. It’s one of the five priorities es-
tablished by the Conservative government for this
Parliament. Can Six Nations then expect that un-
der his watch, a voluntary and spontaneous effort
at an accounting of Six Nations trusts will occur?
If not, why not?

 A similar case played out in the United States in a
suit called Cobell and has led to charges of con-
tempt against the secretary of the Interior, that
country’s equivalent to Indian Affairs minis-
ter, for obfuscation and delay. But in Canada,
nothing. In the U.S. it is generally acknowl-
edged, as a result of the Cobell case, that the
U.S government plundered Indian trusts believ-
ing it would never be held accountable. Turns out
the U.S. might have been wrong, especially if Judge
Royce Lambert has his way. Is there no equiva-
lent of Judge Lambert in Canada?

 The one thing that had worked against
Six Nations in the past was division in
the community. What we saw at three
separate public meetings at the Six
Nations community hall between
April 30 and May 3 was that those
divisions are still there, but the out-

rage within the community over the continued frustration of its
legitimate attempts to seek justice have united the Big Six like
never before.

 And that could mean big trouble for Canada. Especially if resi-
dents of Caledonia clue in to why this is happening to them.

 If enough voters across this country at any time since 1867 had
let their elected representatives know that they expected a fair
and immediate settlement to all outstanding Aboriginal land is-
sues, the MPs would have got it done. They haven’t so far be-
cause Canadians haven’t bothered to get informed and demand
action. That was because of ignorance or because of complicity
in the injustice. The good people of Caledonia are now seeing
what that kind of negligence costs.

 You saw the burning tires and the scenes of Ontario Provincial
Police officers struggling with camouflaged “occupiers” at the
site of development on the disputed lands of Douglas Creek
Estates. You saw angry town residents spewing hatred across
the divide between the police line and the edge of the occupa-
tion. But what you didn’t see could mark the beginning of a sea-
change in Canada.

 You didn’t see the non-Native women at the barricades arguing
for cooler heads to prevail when a few townsfolk got out of

hand. You didn’ t see the queries and the ques-
tioning from those regular Joes who thirst for in-
formation so they can understand the history of
the conflict. You didn’t see Aboriginal clergy walk-
ing amongst the angry Calidonians, their mere pres-
ence in their vestments a plea for calm and ratio-
nal behavior. These are considered non-stories by
the media, but they could be at the heart of a new
relationship that is developing between thinking
non-Aboriginal people and their long-suffering
Native neighbors.

Can Six Nations
then expect that
under his watch,
a voluntary and
s p o n t a n e o u s
effort at an
accounting of Six
Nations trusts
will occur? If not,
why not?
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From: Hazel Hill

Hey to all of our
friends and allies
from Grand River
Territory.

We upheld the law and we’re standing proud. this
morning 15 people were arrested when the police
moved in about 4:30 am. they had pepper sprayed
some of the men and women, and forcibly removed
our people from the site, including some of the non-
native supporters that have been on the site with us,
some for weeks.

 My husband and I weren’t on the site at the time,
but one of the women from the camp came and told
us that the police had moved in and so we immedi-
ately headed back down. the people had congregated
at the back gate and when we arrived on the scene
there were police around each corner of our lands,
probably about 200 total. the people were still on the
lands and had never completely left. we continued to
gather and the numbers continued to grow. the people
continued to tell the police to leave, women & men

elders & youth, we stood together in unity.

 When the police continued to resist our peaceful re-
quest to leave our territory, the caledonia by-pass was
closed down, trafffic was backing up in both direc-
tions, and only then did they realize that our people
were not small in numbers, and perhaps they had
underestimated the support that we did have. we had
hundreds of Six Nations people gathered at the site
within the hour, and had the police surrounded at the
back gate; and finally, the police agreed to withdraw.
we marched them off of the back gate, many women
linking arms together walking the police off our land
followed by the rest, we then went to the corner gate,
again, marching them off of the lands. the police con-
tinued to file out of the lands onto hwy 6 in front of
the disputed land area. the people then gathered to

continued on page 16...





     
    
    
   
    
     
   
   
     
     
 

     
     
     
     
   
    
     
   
   
    
    
    
    
     
    
    
  
   
   
     
   
    
    
   
   
    

   
  
   
     
      
    
     
     
    
   
    
   
 

    
   
   
     
  
     
 
    
     
     
   
     
     
     
     
      


    
  
    
   
    
  
   

    
   
   
    
    
     
    
     


    
   
   
   
   
     
   
    
    
   
   
   
   
   
    
    
    
    
     
     
   


    
  
 
    
  
  
    
     
   
     
      
     
     


  
   
      
   
    
   
   
   
     
  



the front gate and continued to uphold our
Kaierenekowah, removing the police from the site.

 I attended toward the back of the property to inform
the remaining officers on site that they were pulling
out and asked them to leave. A female officer in-
formed me that i was in violation of a court injunc-
tion and that if i didn’t leave the property i would be
arrested. i informed her that SHE was in violation of
the Supreme Law of the Land, our Kairenekowah,
and in violation of international law and that she should
leave. i again informed them that their officers were
leaving the site and that they should leave. She again
told me that if I didn’t leave that I would be arrested,
I told her again that she should leave, at which point

she said, that’s it mam
your un-

der arrest and
tried to grab ahold of me. She
was unable to get me down, at
which point about 4 other male
officers came to her assistance
wrestling me to the ground. I
had hollered for help and at that point several of
our people had headed in my direction, they began to
knee or kick me in my left thigh, I did try to defend
myself and at one point kicked an officer square in
the chest to get him away from me (sorry to my friends
who asked me not to fight, but my instincts kicked in
and my reaction was immediate to defend myself)
my eldest son tried to pull the police off of me and he
was shot in the back with a tazer gun, but as soon as
several others arrived on the scence, the police im-
mediately withdrew off of me, people helped me and
my son over to a vehicle where they pulled the darts
out of his back.

 The police then got into their vehicles and on their
way out I seen the female officer in the middle of the
van with a big gun in her hands obviously ready to
use it. Everyone followed their vans to the front gate
and the people walked the opp straight down argyle
street south of the main gate and when they were far
enough away, we pulled in a transport truck and shut
the road down. We then blocked the road just north
of the 6th line leading into our community.

 The OPP have been continuously reporting that they
did not use any weapons other than pepper spray,
that our people were armed etc., but when they moved
in, the people were resting, some of them awakened

from sleep and told to move out. We maintain that
we did not break the Peace, the opp crossed the line
and came into our lands fully packed with guns and
other weapons with the intent to use them. The situa-
tion was very tense but as I have told many many
reporters today during interviews, “we upheld the Law
that the Creator gave to us and are standing strong in
front of Creation, honouring our Creator, our
responsiblities according to the Kaierenekowah and
Our Spirits and our hearts swelled with Pride”.

 We continue to keep the Peace, we have many sup-
porters from many territories coming in to our aid
and we want to send a Big Nya Weh to all of you,
who, while you might not be here physically, all of
the efforts through e-mails, letters etc., the food and
other donations that you have been bringing in have
touched our hearts tremendously, and through your

support, you have helped in keeping that spirit
alive and in the forefront. will talk to
you soon. our prayers are with all of
you tonight as well.

--Hazel

 
 

continued on page 59





   
   
    
    
      
   
   
    
  
    
    
   
     
     
   
  

Law demands universal respect
By Andrew Orkin, barrister and solicitor, Hamilton Spectator (May 12, 2006)

Re: ‘Natives are subject to the law’ (letter, May 9)

 Indeed. But there is much more to “the law” applicable in Caledonia than traffic laws or the terms of an injunction
arising out of a one-sided quickie hearing. And while governments know this, it appears they aren’t telling people in
Caledonia.

 The Crown’s treaties with the Iroquois, including those of Albany and Montreal in 1701, the Silver Covenant Chain
and the Two Row Wampum, are part of applicable law. The Royal Proclamation of 1763 is part of the Canadian
Constitution. So is Section 35 of the Constitution Act of 1982, which recognizes and affirms aboriginal and treaty
rights.

 These laws bind the governments of Canada and Ontario, and the rest of us. Our own Supreme Court repeats that
they must be upheld, because “the honour of the Crown is at stake.”

 The Haldimand Grant is part of this law. Its “surrender” or “sale” in whole or part by the Iroquois may well be non-
existent, fraudulent or invalid, even according to non-native Canadian law.

 I suspect the federal Crown knows this, but had simply planned over the intervening 160 years that the Iroquois
would be assimilated and disappear.

 The Iroquois Confederacy is centuries or millennia old. Its leaders, clan mothers and members (all reasserting
their nation in Caledonia) are still telling us that in their view their own Iroquois structures and laws have never been
legitimately displaced by Euro-Canadian ones.

 They are reminding us of solemn nation-to-nation treaties that are no older or less important than the Treaty of
Paris between England and France of 1763 (the ongoing basis for Quebec being part of Canada).

 It is far from clear that the Iroquois Confederacy members re-occupying their lands are legally in the wrong.

 If they are, why has the federal government spent the last 20 years or so frantically evading having to account to the
Six Nations Band council in court for the Crown’s (mis)handling of the vast Haldimand Grant that it holds in trust
for the Iroquois people?

 It is time that Canadians remind themselves of all the applicable law, not just the bits that seem to justify our
occupation and taking of others’ lands.

 The only alternative is the use of overwhelming military force against the Iroquois, to conquer them.

 But Canada’s legitimacy and reputation would take a severe beating if the colonial and oppressive nature of its
relationship with aboriginal peoples was thus laid bare.

 Respect for the law is not a one-way, natives-only street. Non-natives and their governments must respect the law,
too, and all of it.

  
   
    
   
    
   
    
    
    
   
     
   
   
   

    
     
  
     
   
    
   
   
    
   
   
  
   
     
     
  



    
    
    
 
    
   
   
    
   
    
      
    
  
   
  
   

   


    
   
     
    
    
   
 

    
    
   
     
   
    

     
   
  
   
     
     
   
   
    
   
     
    
   

TYENDINAGA, Ont. and TORONTO - A group of Mohawk
protesters shut down a key railroad corridor yesterday —
stranding passengers and freight across two provinces — to show
support for aboriginals staging their own protest about 300
kilometres away.

Although demonstrators from the Tyendinaga Mohawk Nation
Territory near Belleville agreed last night to dismantle the barri-
cade, their day-long protest halted railroad traffic on a typically
busy section of the Montreal-Toronto corridor and left about
3,500 VIA Rail passengers stuck across Ontario and Quebec.

Rail operator Canadian National went before a judge yesterday
afternoon to get an injunction against the protesters in a bid to pro-
tect the $102-million worth of cargo shipped along the line daily.

Members of the Tyendinaga Mohawk Nation Territory began
burning bonfires around 1 a.m. yesterday and parked themselves,
their cars and a brown school bus at a railroad crossing about
20 kilometres east of Belleville [...]

Yesterday, the Tyendinaga Mohawk Nation protest left about a
dozen CN freight trains, some carrying perishable goods, to sit

idle across Ontario and Quebec, while several other trains never
left the yard. [...]

Malcolm Andrews, a Via spokesman, said about 3,500 passen-
gers travelling on two dozen trains in the Toronto-Ottawa-
Montreal corridor were affected.

Highway buses seat about 47 people, Mr. Andrews said, add-
ing that 2,100 travellers booked for travel today would be ac-
commodated.

The rail line runs about 22 trains between Toronto and Ottawa
or Montreal each day. [...]

Shawn Brant, a Tyendinaga Mohawk and the de facto spokes-
man for the group, said earlier in the day — before protesters
agreed to remove the blockade — that demonstrators would
continue to block the railroad tracks despite the CN injunction.
The plan was to keep things peaceful and keep talking to police
and CN, he said, but protesters were ready for anyone who
would try to remove them.

“We have an uncanny ability to defend ourselves,” Mr. Brant
said, refusing to specify whether the group carried weapons.

Mr. Brant said there was a mutual understanding between the
group and police that nothing would happen until protesters found
out whether Six Nations representatives would get a chance to
talk with government officials.

“We’ve got millions of dollars that we’re holding up and I think
that if they took an aggressive action against us before the out-
come of the talks was revealed, we’ll be ready to defend our-
selves and respond in kind,” he said. [...]

Every car that drove along the gravel road toward the school
bus drew protesters’ attention and they were quick to clear the
roadway. They restricted access to the tracks themselves.

A Transport Canada official would occasionally check in with
the protesters to see whether there was any damage to the track.

“We have an uncanny ability to defend ourselves”
- Shawn Brant

Joel Kom and Peter Brieger, with files from Katie Rook andNatalie Alcoba,
National Post and CanWest News Service; Published: Saturday, April
22, 2006

Protest strands 3,500 rail travellers, freight



   
  
   
   
   
     
     
      
   
    
      
    
   
    
  
      
   


   
    
  
   
   
  
    
     
  
   
    
   
   
   
    
     
    
    
     
  
    

     

  
    
   
   
   
    
    

    
    
   
    
    
    
    
    
   
   
    
  
  
  
    
    
  
   
    
    
   
    
    
   
    
    
    
     
   
    
    

   
    
     
    
   
    
    
     
  
     
      
    
     
   
    
   
      
    
    
     
    


     
   
  
       
     
    
      
     
    
     
   
     
    
     
     
     
   
  

         
        
           
        
          
        
        
      
          
          
         
        
         
           
      



   
   
    
   
    
    
  
   
   
    
    
    
   
   
    

   
   
    
    
    
     
     
  
   
    
      
   
    
    
     

     
     
    
   


  
    
   
   
    
      
    
    

 STOP THE TERRORIST ATTACKS ON NATIVE
PEOPLES

 KKKANADA CALLS FOR POLICE AND MILITARY
REINFORCEMENT ONTO NATIVE WOMEN,
CHILDREN AND WARRIORS OCCUPYING DIS-
PUTED INDIAN LAND

 NYM TAKES SOLIDARITY ACTION TO SUPPORT
SIX NATIONS

(Neskonlith Reserve, unceded Secwepemc Territory/Sat-
urday April 22, 2006) — The Secwepemc Native Youth
Movement has set up an information picket along the
Trans Canada Highway (Hwy #1) at Neskonlith Reserve,
5 KM west of Chase, BC to show solidarity with our
Brothers and Sisters at Six Nations, near Caledonia,
Ontario. We have set up camp and posted billboards, ban-
ners and Warrior flags to get the message out to the
10,000+ travellers per day that drive this
highway. The billboards read: “Stop OPP
Terrorism” “OPP out of SIX NATIONS”

On Thursday, April 20, 2006 over 150
heavily armed Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) with M-16’s and riot gear moved
in to try and end the 52-day occupation
at Six Nations. The Six Nations have been
occupying the land of disputed Douglas
Creek Estates luxury housing develop-
ment since Feb. 28th. This Land has al-
ways belonged to Six Nations but
KKKanada and Ontario have made land
deals without true ownership, with sto-
len Land.

The OPP arrested 16 Natives, assaulted
women, threw tear gas at them and tasered
some during the arrest but police re-
treated as Natives chased them off and
more Natives arrived. KKKanada has

called for massive police and military reinforcement.
There is over 3000 OPP and RCMP (Royal Canadian
Mounted Pigs) and 1000 military just waiting for
KKKanada to give them word to move in for another as-
sault.

The Six Nations (sovereign Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, Seneca and Tuscarora Nations) has called for sup-
port and to let the World know that terrorist attacks are
happening here in KKKanada against the Original Peoples
of the Land.

 This land is all Indian Land. We have a common struggle
with our Brothers and Sisters at Six Nations; we never
surrendered our land to anyone. We claim jurisdiction
throughout our whole territory.

STOP POLICE TERRORISM—OPP OUT OF SIX
NATIONS—NATIVE LAND

 NATIVE YOUTH MOVEMENT INTERNATIONAL STATEMENT

Secwepemc Picket Trans-Canada Highway, April 25
(Source: http://sisis.nativeweb.org/actionalert/updates/

060425secwepemc.html)

continued on page 24...

continued from page 52



Paul Choi
Hamilton Spectator

May 29, 2006

 Costs of the Caledonia blockade
have already exceeded $12 million
and the bills arenʼt all in.
 Policing costs alone are estimated
at $10 million, with more for property
damage and losses for businesses
in the town and other expenses.

 “This whole thing has not been
cheap,” said Haldimand County
Mayor Marie Trainer. “All our senior
staff are keeping a record of what the
departments are spending.”
 Itʼs three months since Six Nations
protesters began occupying a 40-
hectare subdivision at Douglas
Creek Estates. Ontario Provincial
Police have been involved from the
start, and costs are spiralling.

 Tory justice critic Garfield Dunlop
estimates $10 million has been spent
to date to deploy the approximately
200 OPP police officers into the area.

 OPP helicopters, which have occa-
sionally been dispatched, are espe-
cially expensive as it takes an esti-
mated $600 an hour to put an OPP
helicopter in the air, Dunlop said.
 “If you have 200 officers, you have
to take in the fact theyʼve got ve-
hicles, they need food, they have to
be there 24 hours a day,” he said. “Itʼs
been a huge drain on the OPP bud-
get.”

 OPP has not disclosed how much
the dispute has cost. There are fears
costs will only continue to escalate
the longer both sides remain at log-
gerheads.
 Damage to property has been
smaller but significant. According to
Trainer, the Stirling Street bridge that
was burned down April 20 will cost
about $1.2 million to repair.
 Hydro One spokesperson Daffyd
Roderick said it also cost $1.5 mil-
lion to repair the transformer on Ar-
gyle Street that was damaged after
a vehicle was driven into the station
and set on fire last week.

 Elsewhere, minor repairs to a
stretch of Argyle Street that was dug
up by a front-end loader, as well as
other spots of road damaged by
burning tires, have been less expen-
sive, Trainer said.

 But costs could escalate in other
ways. The integrity of several bridges
along the Highway 6 bypass, which
has been occupied by native protest-
ers, will likely have to be inspected
by the Ministry of Transportation when
barricades come down. Vehicles and
wooden logs set on fire below the
bridges may have damaged the
structures, Trainer said.
 And as long as roads and highways
continue to be blocked, the city will
continue spending on extra signs.
 “Signs have been a tremendous ex-
pense,” Trainer said. “Extra stop
signs, extra detours — those things
add up when you need hundreds of
them.”
 All this excludes the undisclosed
salaries of mediators David
Peterson, Barbara McDougall and
Jane Stewart, as well as costs in-
curred by Henco Industries Ltd.,
owner of the occupied land.

 “When you take into account the
policing costs, the costs that are go-
ing to be absorbed with respect to
the developers, the hydro situation
and all sorts of other things ... the
people of the province will absorb this
astronomical cost that continues to
grow,” said Ken Hewitt, of Caledonia
Citizens  ̓Alliance.
 There are also costs for the occupi-
ers. The Six Nations Confederacy

has been tallying up its own list of
expenses throughout the months-
long standoff. Many native protesters
have quit their jobs and spent months
at the occupied subdivision, said na-
tive spokesperson Janie Jamieson.

 About $400 a day is needed to feed
everyone at the site, she said. And
expenses such as fuel, toilet rentals,
wood, water and batteries add up. In
total, it takes an estimated $18,000
a month to operate at the site every
day.
 “A big chunk has been taken out of
our economy,” Jamieson said.
 The provincial and federal govern-
ments have already promised to sup-
ply $800,000 to repair the Stirling
Street bridge, which had been used
only by pedestrians recently, but
Trainer is unsure whether the city
can afford the additional $400,000 to
rebuild it.
 The Southern Ontario Railway,
whose rail line in Caledonia was cut
off after debris fell from the torched
bridge, continues to face halted ser-
vice. Yesterday, trainmaster Doug
MacKenzie wouldnʼt disclose costs
theyʼve incurred as a result of the
blockade, but Imperial Oil, served by
the railway, said its costs are mini-
mal.
 “Itʼs an inconvenience because with-
out the railway we have to use ships
or trucks. But itʼs not a major thing,”
said Robert Theberge, spokesper-
son for Imperial Oil.

 Last week, the province announced
$500,000 in aid for local businesses.

     
      

    
   

  
   
     

   



 

                   
                  

       Anthony Fenton and Dru Oja Jay

A military force of unknown size and capacity seems
to be operating out of the Hamilton airport, according to
information gathered by the Dominion. The deployment
of military forces would be a major escalation in the
standoff between native protesters and the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police (OPP). The OPP has tried once,
unsucessfully, to remove demonstrators occupying a
housing development that Six Nations Kanienkehake
(Mohawks) say is illegal under Canadian, Haudenosaunee
and international law.

 In an interview, an Airport official initially confirmed
that Canadian Forces were at the airport in a “back up
support” capacity. Mary Beth Horvath, Marketing/
Commuications Coordinator for the Hamilton Airport,
first told the Dominion that Canadian Forces were not
“using it [the airport] as a staging ground. I haven’t heard
it regarded in that term.”

 Asked later to confirm, Horvath repeated that “there
is some backup support there.” When asked to specifi-
cally to confirm if Canadian Forces were on site, Horvath
responded that “I don’t know if, again, I don’t know to
what extent or to what, so I’m not, I really don’t want to
be quoted on that because I’m not there to actually see it,
physically.”

 [Update: A resident of Caledonia who asked not to
be identified told the Dominion he saw an unmarked grey
van travelling in his neighborhood, blocks away from the
standoff, with eight Canadian Forces personnel aboard.
“They looked like Rangers,” the source said.]

 Horvath referred the Dominion to two other offi-
cials, neither of which denied that Canadian Forces were
operating from the Hamilton Airport.

 “I know nothing about that,” said Haldiman County
official Bill Pierce when asked about a military staging
ground at the airport.

 Dave Rector, a spokesperson for the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police, said “I am not aware of the presence of
any Canadian armed forces.”

 Eyewitness and press reports have confirmed that
RCMP are assisting the OPP, and some reports cite the
Airport as the Federal police force’s staging area. An
RCMP spokesperson confirmed that RCMP are playing
a supporting role, but would not comment on any spe-
cific locations or activities.

 As of this writing, the Dominion could not find any
officials willing to deny the deployment of military to
the airport.

 The deployment of military would mark the involve-
ment of the Federal Government, marking a departure
from what officials have repeatedly insisted is a Provin-
cial matter.

 The last time Canadian Forces were deployed against
native demonstrators was during the 1990 Oka crisis,
when Kanienkehake citizens occupied land that was slated
for a golf course development. The land had been stolen
a century earlier by the Catholic Church, and a century
of Kanienkehake protests had not changed the situation.
Quebec Premier Robert Bourassa invoked the National
Defense Act, requesting “military aid to the civil power”.
[...] Reports of torture and unjustified tactics earned
Canada the condemnation of the International Federa-
tion of Human Rights and a place on Amnesty
International’s list of violators of human rights.

 Provincial officials requested the deployment of Ca-
nadian Forces—specifically, the elite Joint Task Force
Two—during the 1995 Gustafsen Lake standoff, but were
officially denied. According to court testimony by po-
lice officers, police took flack jackets to a firing range
and fired guns at them in order to create the appearance
that police had been shot by the small group of natives
occupying the site. Internal police video showed com-
manders stating the need for a “disinformation and smear
campaign” against the native occupiers. With 77,000
rounds of ammunition shot by police, the deployment of
amoured vehicles, and the use of a land mine against a
truck driven by one of the demonstrators, Gustafsen Lake
has been cited as the largest paramilitary deployment in
Canadian history.

 Ottawa Citizen reporter David Pugliese, in his book
Canada’s Secret Commandos: The Unauthorized Story
of Joint Task Task Force Two, wrote that officially, JTF2
“wasn’t deployed to the standoff.”

 “But civilian police officers privately confirm that
JTF2 operators were at the siege, helping them in covert
intelligence gathering as well as determining the lay of
the land in case the entire unit was needed for an assault
on the native encampment,” Pugliese wrote. “Some of
the native protesters also insist that it was members of
JTF2, and not the RCMP, who engaged them in a gun battle
in early September.”

 Federal officials have denied that the current stand-
off at Six Nations has anything to do with land. “This is
not a lands-claim matter,” Deirdre McCracken, a spokes-
person for the Minister of Indian Affairs Jim Prentice
told reporters. McCracken also said that the blockade
“has nothing to do with the federal government.”

 The presence of Canadian Forces on the ground, if
confirmed, will be a stark change from the government’s
stated policy.
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marie trainer realize that we are beyond kindergarten
and this ain’t no playground.

 and in answer to all of those who wonder or like marie
trainer “know that the natives did it”, all i can say is that
it wasn’t something that we did. our people were on
the front line wondering why caledonia didn’t want the
plank road opened, and the first realization that the hy-
dro was out was when we noticed that the street lights
were off and then someone noticed the black smoke.
so as far as i’m concerned anyone could have done the
damage.

 and i like how the government is so quick to respond
with thousands of dollars to Henco and the Caledonia
businesses for their losses, and yet get them to pay
their debt with respect to land leases, they immedi-
ately send in negotiators to try and get out of it. how
long have we waited for compensation. they don’t want
to pay up so they send in the guns. that’s exactly what
they did in 1924. our confederacy had asked for an ac-
counting of the lease monies and rather than give the
accounting (because they had already embezzled the
money), they used the RCMP to bring in the guns and
establish a form of government that they new they could
control. and then they set up a process that requires
big money to fight them and hundreds of years to get it
into their courts. it is the biggest fraud going and the
only reason they get away with it is because we let them.

 and as far as the people who say that we wanted the
band council system, the families that went and asked
for this new form of government, is the same as it is
today, a handful of people who didn’t like the way things
were going and rather than council and have their voices
heard through the process, they went behind the back
of our people and sold us out. those same families still

are in existance today. only this time, there is no way
we are going to let them sell us out. we have our del-
egates at the table and the people are making the deci-
sions just as it should be. and we are no longer going to
let them hide behind their ficticious justice system. it
is all a fraud based on unilateral decisions of the crown
and that IS illegal.

 then we have others who believe that they are the title-
holders and that only they will make the decision. sorry
to bust your bubble, but the few of you who meet are
NOT a nation. you are like the rest of us. only a small
number of people when standing alone. only together
in Unity and Solidarity will we get through this and it is
ALL OF THE ONKWEHONWEH who are affected by
this. not just the Mohawks and not just Six Nations. the
Onkwehonweh are the title holders to the world, and
we have a responsibility to the onkwehonweh nations
of the world to protect our land for the future of our
people, in honesty, in peace and with integrity. setting
up barriers to divide and conquer is the game the crown
has played and by continually creating the divisions
within, you are playing right along side of the crown
and into their hands. perhaps you should look at who is
guiding you and question their motives. the people at
the site are doing what we are obligated to do accord-
ing to the Law. We are working together with all of the
Six Nations, including those from the other territories
because yes they have a voice in our circle and yes they
have an interest in what we are doing. it is not for self-
ish gain and it certainly isn’t about money. i pray that
you will come to an understanding and continue to work
WITH the people and not against them. it is only you
who can decide this.

 finally, so that everyone is clear, Mr. Peterson has given
the time frame of May 31st to have dealt with the bar-
ricades. i don’t know exactly what his plan is, but i un-
derstand that is his goal. to have all of the barricades
down by the 31st of May. the people need to be aware
of this, because between the media using polls to sug-
gest bringing in the army or using the opp to remove
us, marie trainer and other’s calling for the army to
come in, and the history of our people and the way the
government on behalf of the crown has always “dealt
with” our people during any kind of “occupation”, you
need to be aware of the reality of the situation.

 Keep the Peace, Keep Strong, and Keep getting the
word out. As soon as we know of any further develop-
ments, we will let you know. talks are to resume on the
31st and we are having a people’s council tomorrow.
all are welcome.

 hazel

i like how the government is so quick to
respond with thousands of dollars to Henco
and the Caledonia businesses for their losses,
and yet get them to pay their debt with respect
to land leases, they immediately send in
negotiators to try and get out of it. how long
have we waited for compensation. they donʼt
want to pay up so they send in the guns.
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Akwesasne Solidarity Walk on the International Bridge, April 21st 2006
(source: http://www.akwesasnephoenix.com/index_files/Page3165.html



   
Sunday, May 28, 2006

 Hello from Grand River  Things are pretty quiet around
the site these days. Maybe too quiet.

 I’ve been reading alot in the surrounding newspapers.
Caledonia mayor marie trainer was quoted this week
as saying the army should be brought in. one of her
councillors thinks that the government should just cut
off all of the funding that comes into the territory. “cut
off the tax exempt cards, cut off the monthly cheques,
cut off the food banks...” (I still wonder where they get
the idea that monthly cheques come to our people.)
my response to those types of suggestions is “you’re
absolutely right!”, but first the crown should pay the
billions and billions of dollars owed on land leases,
the taxes collected on our land, the resources taken
from our land and compensations for the destruction
of the lands stolen and abused etc. etc. If the crown
paid her debt to our people there would be no need for
the scraps that come to our people through their gov-
ernment structure. and then there is the interest mon-
ies on top of all that. when canada pays her debt we’ll
gladly get rid of all of those other things.

 wonder if canadians realize they’ve been duped? they
talk as if we are a burden to them. like they’re support-
ing us. does it not occur to them that they are the bur-
den. they have been freeloading off our lands and re-
sources for thousands of years. even IF, and i say if
because we know that the land “surrenders” are fraudu-
lent, but IF the 1841 surrender was real, where is the
money?????????? they have never paid for one single
lease that they have obtained throughout history (to my
knowledge anyway). when you lease a car and don’t pay
for it what happens.....they take it back. that’s exactly
what we did with our lands. in fact, we should be ready
to re-possess the whole haldimand and then let PM
Harper say that it’s not a federal matter.

 and as far as mayor trainer’s irresponsible remarks
about bringing in the army.....guess she doesn’t think
much of her citizens in caledonia if she really wants a
war zone in her back yard. and they call us terrorists!
then she was quoted as saying that the natives damaged
the hydro station causing the power outage in caledonia,
six nations, hagersville etc. “it was definitely natives”
trainer said friday (quoted from the Brantford Exposi-
tor) The fact of the matter is that there is no way any-
one will no for certain whether it was natives or non-
natives who did the damage because all of our people
were up on the front line, and ANYONE could have
done the damage. we had removed the barricade at #6

hwy and 6th line the night before, and the opp were the
only ones at the end of #6 (argyle st) and #6 bypass.
we had opened up the road for pete’s sake and she is
trying to say that she knows it was natives.

 all throughout this reclaimation we have had non-na-
tive shit disturbers sneaking into the camp for one pur-
pose and one purpose only, to try to discredit and dis-
rupt the peace. we have had the army dude who admit-
ted to shooting one of our men in the face a few day’s
before he was caught. we have the idiots in camoflauge
on four wheelers taunting our men and the opp trying
to incite the war. they brought their video camera with
them and proudly turned it over to tv 11 but for some
reason were ashamed enough to want to have their faces
hidden. and they are the jackasses who threw rocks over
the bi-pass and could have potentially killed someone
but blamed it on our men because their camera caught
one of our men throwing something back at them. look
at the direction of the throw and look at where the bar-
ricade was. we were over half way over the #54 hwy so
there is no way we caused any damage to any vehicles.
it was all a set-up. and then there was the fire at the
barn across the road the night after the police raid on
April 20th. even the farmer believes it was non-natives
who were trying to make it look like we were vandaliz-
ing the neighbourhood. and yet our men are the ones
who went to put out the fire even before the fire trucks
arrived. on thursday nite we were accused of shining
laser lights and shooting off firecrackers and rattling
the nerves of the opp. next night they caught 3 non-
native punks with their firecrackers and bottle rockets
after having fired off a few, again to try and incite the
war.

 we are continuously having to deal with this type of
action and yet do we retaliate? no. we keep the peace.
we turn over the idiots when we catch them in our camp.
we could beat the crap out of them and teach them a
lesson and i’ll tell you, i give our men the deepest re-
spect and credit for NOT doing it! and why shouldn’t
we? do you see us going into caledonia and acting like
idiots? do we sneak around trying to incite a war? we
have kept the peace. we are upholding our Law and yet
we are criminalized for it. to me the criminals are the
ones who refuse to look at the truth. they make igno-
rant comments like “just because your ancestors sold
the land for beads and now you’re crying about it” and
other stupid remarks that a kindergarten child would
say in a playground fight. i hope stephen harper and
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tion of its citizens, has sucked the land of all of the resources to the
tune of billions and billions of dollars being embezzled through the
intentional fraudulent acts. and they call us criminals!! to me, an
admittance of guilt would be appropriate, then we can begin work-
ing on righting the wrongs that they have committed. perhaps that
is what should be put to mr. peterson at the negotiating table. as
representative of the crown, his mandate should be first to accept
responsiblity. stop playing us for the fools he believes us to be and
start being accountable for the actions of the crown. they have yet
to provide anything that shows they understand the depth of the
crime that they have committed.

 if peterson really believes that sitting at a table to discuss when
the barricades are coming down will see the results that he antici-
pates, perhaps her majesty better begin preparing the next delegate
mandated to speak to our people. the barricades are not the issue.
theft, fraud, misappropriation of our lease monies and molestation
and intercourse of the Holy Grail is what we are talking about!
let’s get real peterson! the crown has usurped her authority through
trickery lies and deciept and the Onkwehonweh have their eyes open
and we are standing at the head. we are the Holy Grail and we are
ready to defend the Peace through any means necessary.

 do i think caledonia and canadians have a right to be angry? abso-
lutely! but they should direct the anger at where it is justified. the
crown. they bought land that they hold no title to, they have been
paying taxes to a government that has no authority to collect taxes,
and they have been taught a history of lies and deception in an at-
tempt to cover up the biggest crime of mankind since they killed
the peacemaker. they should be angry because they are continually
played to be the fools all the while her majesty reaps the benefits of
her ultimate fraud.

 definitely we are ready to talk. definitely we are ready to send in
our delegates to the table and begin resolving the situation. we are
ready and armed with the truth, and we are not afraid to use it. the
haldimand itself was used to undermine the authority of the Origi-
nal League of Nations, our Confederacy, and the crown used it to
get her foothold into our land in north america. now the haldimand
has come back to haunt them, and they will be answerable to the
fraudulent actions that they have committed.

 Justice for Creation will Prevail. Keep the Peace, keep up the sup-
port and keep the momentum going. the crowns representatives want
this to go away. they even have major newspapers like the globe and
mail, and tv stations putting out leading polls such as “How do you
think the government should deal with the situation with Six Na-
tions in Caledonia, bring in more opp, or bring in the army” those
my friends are the beginning stages of justifying another attack, and
we want all of our supporters to be ready, because if anything hap-
pens here, canada will have declared war against all of the
Onkwehonweh Nations of the world and we must defend by any
means necessary.................

 Hazel

May 25th Update from Hazil Hill continued from previous page
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The potential flashpoint at Caledonia Ontario with the Six Nations land blockade is more dangerous than the 1990
Oka crisis.

 In 1990 the town of Oka, Quebec, wanted to expand their nine hole golf course to eighteen holes over a known
Mohawk gravesite. A police officer died to defend the right of the townspeople to tee off over grandma’s grave and
4,000 Canadian soldiers squared off against the Mohawks.

 In 1990 most Canadian Indians were in shock that Canada would use the army against our people. In 2006 there is no
longer any shock value, thereby allowing Indian people to be better prepared to respond to bloodshed and also Indian
youth in Canada have more anger today than they did in 1990. Not only are Indian people better prepared, the strategy
is much clearer.

 Had then Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney carried out his threat to send in the army to take out the last 25
barricaded Mohawks regardless of the consequences, it was very likely that burning cars would have blocked every
railway line in Canada.

 The protest at Caledonia has already caused a railway blockade with huge economic impact. Multiple that one
railway blockade by 30 and you have economic paralysis in all of Canada.

 Canada is America’s largest trading partner and of vital economic interest to every American. Canada is America’s
largest supplier of oil with 97 per cent of all Canadian energy exported to the United States. Canada is also the
leading buyer of American exports. Think about the Mayan uprising of 1994, multiply that by 10 and you have some
idea of the economic impact of a similar crisis in Canada. American multi-national corporations, financed in the
open market, with heavy investment in Canada, may not yet have realized the danger.

 […] With well over 50 per cent of the Canadian Indian population under the age of 25, what you have in Caledonia is
a potential flashpoint that could cripple Canada.

 Canada has had eight straight federal government budget surpluses. It has a 2005 reported net worth of $4.5 trillion,
and a GDP well over a trillion dollars.

 In 2003 the federal government raised $125 billion in taxes but took in $141.8 billion in its share of resource
royalties. This does not include the provincial royalties or corporate resource sales profits. With oil now over $75
a barrel, up from $10 a barrel in 1999, and Canada claiming 1.4 trillion barrels of oil in the Alberta tar sands plus
hundreds of other oil and gas producing areas, this makes for a resource driven economy.
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by determining the conditions of the policing etc; and upholding
our responsibilities and obligations to our people and allowing the
process that has been established between the crowns representa-
tives and the delegates of the people to continue.

 I had one caledonia resident ask if it was David Peterson who helped
negotiate bringing down the barricade or if the Six Nations people
who did it themselves. I told him absolutely mr. peterson played no
role in the barricade coming down and that it was all the six na-
tions people who did it. he was quite happy to hear that. another
caledonian thanked me and shook my hand. and while the main gate
to the site is blocked by the hydro tower and manned by the men,
the atmosphere is almost as it was before the opp invaded on april
20th. many supporters are once again honking and stopping by to
show their support. bringing coffee and stopping to talk. it is a good
feeling and far outweighs the angry outbursts of a few individuals
who probably don’t even live in or near caledonia. the “paid pro-
testers” is what i call them. we all know that the government’s plan
when dealing with “native land occupations” is to make the nego-
tiations fail, and they have every intention of making sure this one
does as well. we still have the idiots who try to come into the camp,
try to steal our flags, and try to incite trouble, but the
rotiskenrekethe are right on top of everything and when a situation
arises, they deal with it.

 i am very proud of the men who have put their own personal lives
on hold to uphold their obligations to the Kaierenekowah, and to
all of the Six Nations Territories and families whose men have come
to help and support, as well as other Onkwehonweh Nations; Nya
Weh Kowah to you too!

 the sceptisism and doubt still exists among many of our people as
to whether we made the right choice. even one of the clanmothers
shared her concerns with respect to the safety of our people, but
she applauded everyone for their efforts and good minds at having
come to the decision and standing by it. but we are a long way from
having the peaceful resolution we are all seeking. we have yet the
barricade on the railway as well as the #6 hwy by-pass which
peterson expects to have managed to resolve by may 31st. in fact,
that is david peterson’s only mandate. to “get the barricades down
and then we’ll talk” he continues to use the rule that they won’t
talk while the barricades are up. yet they expect us to talk while
threats of court injunctions being enforced through violent actions
of opp still hang over our head. i guess maybe he does understand us
a little. our people are not intimidated by threats of violence and
court injunctions. they mean nothing to us.

 in an interview today i was asked the question of what it would
take to see some resolve. i told them that for me, it would be for
canada to admit to the world that they are guilty of the biggest white
collar crime in the history of their people. since the so-called
existance of corporate canada, the crown has knowingly committed
land theft not only of the haldimand tract, but for the whole of turtle
island; and reaped the benefits of the land through fraudulent taxa-
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 As the third largest producer of diamonds, with 10 per cent of the world forests, and over 60 metals and minerals,
there is little doubt why Indian land claims are a big issue in Canada. The fact that there are over 6,000 land claims in
limbo and that progress is so slow is not surprising given the numbers and the revenue generated for government
coffers.

 Canada was the United Nations choice as the “best country in the world to live in” for seven straight years, but while
Canada was number one on the index, Canadian First Nations communities mired in extreme poverty were set at the
63rd level on the UN scale.

 Amnesty International has written several reports citing Canada for human rights violations. In the case of the
Lubicons of northern Alberta, Amnesty has forced the appearance of Canada before the United Nations for a hearing
set for May 5th.

 While Canada can laugh off the United Nations and weather international shame, it cannot ignore or laugh off the
economics of a national blockade of rail lines that is potentially the result of the land dispute at Caledonia.

 To understand the issue of land claims in Canada, one must see the numbers. Canada is the second largest country in
the world, larger than China and larger than the United States. Canada is 3.83 million square miles of vast land mass,
but the population is only 33 million, giving Canada the largest per capita land base of any nation in the world. Given
the resource base, it is little wonder that net worth is $137,000 per man, woman, and child.

 In 1969, Canada issued the appropriately named “white paper” on Indians, which identified that Indian reservation
lands accounted for approximately one quarter of one per cent of the Canadian land mass. To state this more clearly,
99.73 per cent of Canada was not reservation lands. Since then it has been a battle zone of land claims and frustration
for indigenous people.

 […]How Canadian media handles the situation at Caledonia can make or break the confrontation. In the Ipperwash
situation where unarmed native activist Dudley George was killed by an Ontario Provincial Police officer and the
Premier of Ontario allegedly shouting to “get the fucking Indians out”, the issue of land claims couldn’t be clearer.
Stoney Point First Nation lost land to Canada during WWII for an artillery range, with the promise to return the land
after the war.

 In over 50 years of Liberal and Conservative federal governments, none delivered on that commitment. Hence,
there was direct action by Ojibway Indians to occupy the land, with the resulting killing of Dudley George. The same
court injunctions issued by white courts and the public outcry to march the police and army into battle are now
occurring in Caledonia.

 As an elected Chief, I stand behind Mohawk people at Six Nations in the use of direct action regardless of the
consequences. My community spent hundreds of thousands of dollars trying to settle a land claim from 103 years
ago; we hold the record of the longest file in the Indian Claims Commission process. We understand the need for
direct action.

 Elected native leadership risk their creditability in Caledonia. It is the people who suffer the housing crisis, the 80
per cent average unemployment, the health problems, the lack of educational opportunities, and every other form of
extreme poverty while we as chiefs are paid for our work from government of Canada dollars.

 To issue a call to our people not to attend the blockade and to question their right to protest is nonsense. To blame
our unarmed people for the increase in tension is absolutely ridiculous.

 It has always been the whites who first bring guns and the threat of violence into any confrontation. To declare that
Dudley George got himself killed because he grew tired of ineffectual politicians is historically incorrect.

 Hope is the only medicine for angry youth who see no other way but to take action. If it takes a national blockade to
bring the world’s attention to the issues in Canada, we should be prepared to take that responsibility.

 We must end the 80 per cent average unemployment in our communities. It is no longer enough to make empty
promises, or to take the word of a government that will only delay settlement of long standing issues.

 Now is the time we must stand together and take whatever consequences are necessary to ensure a chance for our
future generations, in this, one of the wealthiest nations in the world. It is time to force Canada to the table and
negotiate some real settlements of land claims instead of holding out for more false hope promises while we
collect our pay from the government.



     
     
   
   
  
    
    
   
   
   
    
 

   
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
    
   
     
    
    
  
    
     
     
   


$15
billion
for
military
equip-
ment

$5 billion  + for more prisons

$2 billion to militarize
the Arctic

I got the money
as long as I

avoid the land
claims!
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update from camp spokesperson Hazel Hill
Thursday, May 25, 2006

It’s been a few days since my last update and the atmosphere at the
camp has been a dramatic change since then. When the events un-
folded on Monday after our original attempt at keeping the PEACE
and opening the first barricade on Plank Road (Argyle St) i won-
dered if we’d ever be able to come to consensus again to continue
with our original agreement and open up the barricade. The ten-
sion was very high and with the continued attempts by the instiga-
tors among the Caledonians to fuel the fire and taunt our people, it
left many with hardened and heavy hearts, including my own. it was
hard to even consider sitting at the fire and once again discussion
showing “good faith” and continuing with our plan to re-open plank
road. many people were angry at the display of racism and violence
instigated by the non-native’s, especially when the media made it
out to be the native’s who were at fault. nothing that should be news
to us however. the remarks at calling for the army to come in, the
one-sided reporting of some of the larger media portraying
caledonia citizens of the victims of terrorist acts and the 30 or so of
our people who were pepper-sprayed compared to maybe 3 or 4 of
the non-natives showed exactly what we have been saying all along.
when it comes to the Onkwehonweh and the issue of land rights,
there is no justice. we get labelled terrorists because we continue
to work under the Great Law of Peace, and trying to maintain peace
while being met with acts of war is hard to swallow.

 many of our supporters and e-mails suggested that forget it, keep
up the barricades. don’t open them up because of the safety of our
people was threatened. and to be honest with you, it continues to be
threatened whether the barricades are there or not. the non-native
people who have fear and anger in their hearts continue to try to
intimidate, continue to show their ignorance, and continue to refuse
to look at the truth regardless.

 but the people chose to trust. trust in each other, trust in the people,
trust in the Kaierenekowah and trust in the process of our Law as
well as ultimately in our Creator. The people made a decision to go
ahead and open the barricade again, and this time we made it very
clear to the opp that they are responsible for their people and that
should anything occur again that threatens the safety of our people,
if anyone violates the peace that we have extended, the barricade on
argyle street will be put up immediately and there will be no more
chances. it was decided that ONE MORE TIME we will show that
good faith.

 many people believe we have shown that “one more time” too many
times, but we did it. and while there was uncertainty, it was defi-
nitely an empowering decision. We were upholding our Law. We
were maintaining our authority on our land, including plank road,

continued on next page
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– told news cameras of a plan the
angry residents had to block the
native people in. This was contra-
dictory. If all of the anger had to do
with opening the road, surely be-
sieging the indigenous would not
help matters?

I also heard residents complain
about the ‘lawlessness’ of the indig-
enous. But the legal struggle was,
and is, ongoing, and the law is fa-
vorable to the indigenous claim.
The problem for the indigenous has
been the ‘facts on the ground’, and
the willingness of settlers (in the
19th century) and governments and
corporations (today) to take a piece
of indigenous land illegally, and
have the laws changed in their fa-
vor later. That is the problem that
forces indigenous people to block-
ades and direct action to protect
their interests even though the law
is often on their side. Now, here
were the residents, threatening
siege and extralegal action them-
selves, in the name of protesting
native ‘lawlessness’. This, too, is
contradictory.

A factor in negotiations?

The ‘angry residents’ have made
themselves a factor in the negotia-
tions between the various levels of
government and the indigenous over
the Douglas Creek Estates, the
piece of land being reclaimed by
Six Nations. Provincial negotiator
David Peterson has talked numer-
ous times to the press about how
important it is to reduce “tensions
in the community,” and the need to
open the road to accomplish this.
“All of us were praying and work-
ing hard to ensure that something
ugly didn’t develop out of this,” he
said to the CBC. The “angry resi-
dents” help Peterson’s negotiating
posture by moving the “middle of
the road” away from the indigenous

and towards the government’s po-
sition.

While “praying and working”,
Peterson was also able to present
the very useful idea of “two warring
sides” and “tensions in the commu-
nity” to the public, equating two
sides that are not at all equal. In-
digenous peoples are not repre-
sented by Canadian governments.
They have their own ideas and struc-
tures. The “angry residents”, by
contrast, are represented by the
governments they voted for and par-
ticipate in. They are represented by
the police who mingled with them
at their rallies. To give them a seat
at the negotiating table would be to
give them double representation.

Despite this, the provincial govern-
ment does have an interest in a
peaceful resolution. It is headed by
Liberals who want to distance
themselves from the previous Con-
servative government of Mike Har-
ris, which was responsible for
“something ugly” in 1995 – the
murder of indigenous man Dudley
George by a police sniper at
Ipperwash. The real estate develop-
ers have an interest in a resolution
as well. The developers of the Dou-
glas Creek Estates, Henco Indus-
tries, have repeatedly and publicly
stated their desire to be bought out
by the government. This points to a
very simple potential resolution to
this particular conflict: the govern-
ment can compensate Henco and
turn the land over to Six Nations.
Progress towards such a resolution
was expressed in a document called
“Compendium of Commitments,
Ontario and the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy Six Nations Council,
May 10, 2006”.

With some success in the negotia-
tions, the indigenous opened the
road on May 22, removing the
greatest grievance of the ‘angry

residents’. But the ‘angry residents’
responded by creating a blockade
of their own, preventing native
people from crossing. Six Nations
spokesperson Janie Jamieson de-
scribed it to the CBC as “colonial-
ism at its finest.”

If the provincial government and
the developers both have an inter-
est in a peaceful resolution, why did
the “angry residents” act so irre-
sponsibly to try to scuttle it? It can-
not be because they want to see
more suburban homes built – they
have no reason to be more keen on
home-building than the developers’
own corporation. Nor can they
claim any longer to want freedom
for the road – the minute they had
it, they ruined it, for every resident,
angry or otherwise.

So, in whose interests are these “an-
gry residents” really acting? Per-
haps the Conservative federal gov-
ernment. Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper’s party is full of
people who are contemptuous of
indigenous rights and indigenous
people. The same sorts were re-
sponsible for what happened at
Ipperwash. Though Six Nations has
expressed desire to talk to the fed-
eral government from the begin-
ning, on a nation-to-nation basis,
the federal government has said
nothing publicly. Perhaps the “an-
gry residents” really do represent
the federal government? It is easy
to speculate and difficult to prove.
But Canadians who want to express
that neither Harper’s people nor the
“angry residents” represent them
should speak, and move, now, be-
fore “something ugly” happens.

continued from previous page

Justin Podur writes frequently for
ZNet and can be reached at
justin@killingtrain.com
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by Justin Podur
May 23, 2006

 On May 22, 2006 - after holding a
blockade of the Highway 6 at
Caledonia, Ontario (Canada) since
February - the indigenous of Six
Nations unblocked the highway.
The dismantling of the blockade -
initially erected by the indigenous
to enforce their claim to a piece of
land called the Douglas Creek Es-
tates - was a gesture of goodwill on
the part of Six Nations after they
made headway in their negotiations
with the provincial government. The
gesture was probably to help defuse
the organized “angry residents”,
who had been rallying at the block-
ade weekly to demand the road be
opened.

But the “angry residents” re-
sponded by striking a blockade of
their own, preventing native people
from getting from the Six Nations
reserve to the area they have re-
claimed.

Six Nations responded by putting
their own blockades back up, and on
the afternoon of May 22, there was
a tense standoff, with hundreds of
“angry residents”, hundreds of in-
digenous people, and the Ontario
police, all present. The standoff
continued through May 23. With
this action, the “angry residents”
have become the most significant
impediment to a peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict.

The angry resident rallies

Three weeks ago, when I went to
Caledonia to see the “angry resi-
dents” protest against the Six Na-
tions blockade, I admittedly had a
preconceived notion about what the
Caledonian rally would be like. I

had feared the presence of open
white supremacist organizations
like the KKK. Not only were there
no KKK costumes or signs, but in-
deed the angry residents were an-
gry at the very implication that they
would allow KKK among them. In-
deed, the angry residents suggested
that the rumors of KKK presence
were Six Nations disinformation.

The demonstration of angry resi-
dents that took place on May 5,
2006, however, was interesting to
me in a number of ways.

First, the protesters did not have an
adversarial relationship with the po-
lice, which is the norm at most pro-
tests. There were a few moments
when angry residents yelled at po-
lice officers – but these were
quickly calmed down by other resi-
dents who reminded them that the
police were on the residents’ side.
And the police were on the resi-
dents’ side, quite literally – in ad-
dition to the police on the line,
there were police interspersed with
the residents, conversing and min-
gling. At one point, an angry resi-
dent tried to lead others straight to
the police line and past it towards
the Six Nations blockade and force
open the road. But he was stopped,
not by the police, but by another
angry resident who argued that a
violent incident with the police
would not be in the interests of the
protesters.

Second, I felt there was a lack of
proportion demonstrated by the
angry residents. It is true that the
Six Nations blockade disrupted
traffic. The detour, however, al-
lowed everyone to get to their des-
tinations, despite taking longer. The
indigenous were not preventing

anyone from reaching their homes,
even if they lived within the block-
aded areas. Even the angriest resi-
dents had to admit this, and quali-
fied their angry claims accordingly,
saying: “We can’t get to the hospi-
tal – quickly,” and “People can’t get
to their homes – without being
questioned first.”

I traveled in the Occupied Pales-
tinian territories in 2002, and I saw
the effects of real checkpoints, Is-
raeli checkpoints, on Palestinians’
lives. At the time, Palestinians
were dying in ambulances because
they are not allowed through Israeli
checkpoints. Checkpoints turned
what would be a 15-minute drive
into day-long ordeals of waiting
and humiliation. Palestinians really
did lose access to their homes, and
their families.

Of course, there are few inconve-
niences that do not seem insignifi-
cant when compared to the suffer-
ings of the Palestinians. But even
by Ontario standards, I found it dif-
ficult to understand the rage behind
the residents’ cries to open the
road. Yes, any delays in getting to
the hospital are potentially very
dangerous. But is there as much
rage at the increasing wait times at
the hospitals themselves, traceable
to both federal and provincial gov-
ernment funding cuts, used to fund
tax cuts? These cuts have been re-
sponsible for many unnecessary
deaths over the years, in Ontario
and throughout Canada.

Third, I was struck by the contra-
dictory nature of the demands and
the tactics of the residents. At that
rally three weeks ago, a resident –
who refused to give his full name
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Toronto Star  May 24, 2006

 Six Nations resident Sandra Muse hasn’t been so
scared since the 1967 race riots in Detroit.

The tensions over the Six Nations blockades here,
which boiled over Monday in a pitched battle be-
tween Indians and local residents, have brought back
bad memories of racism for the Cherokee native,
whose family was originally from Georgia.

 “I grew up in Detroit, but was married to a Six Na-
tions band member,” explained the 49-year-old
Muse, who had 12 brothers and sisters.

 When she got jostled in Monday’s melee and had
racial slurs tossed her way, Muse said it reminded
her of a local race riot in 1974 when she was in her
senior years at high school in Detroit.

 “I lived in a black neighbourhood and was bused
with the black kids into an all-white school. I re-
member being called a n—— lover, Pocahontas and
squaw ... and when the race riot happened my sister
had a chair broken over her head, and I was chased
by white guys with bricks calling me a f——— In-
dian. I haven’t felt that kind of racial tension until
now.”

 Muse said she isn’t painting everyone with the same
brush, but concedes she feels uncomfortable and a
tiny bit afraid when she goes into Caledonia.

 “I have begun to be afraid to go into stores in
Caledonia or even drive into Caledonia,” she said.
“Just last week I came over for physio and every-
thing was fine. But then you get out of your car and
you have people staring at you, there is this feeling
of subtle racism,” she said.

 Muse said the tension had been building between
the local and native communities for weeks and sim-
ply boiled over on Victoria Day.

 “It is kind of weird as a native person to be yelled
at and told to go back home. Where should I go?”
she said.

   

   







 Kahentinetha Horn

MNN. May 2, 2006. Things are on schedule! The flyers in the hands of Caledonia residents, Ontario Provincial
Police and a few Six Nations people reads:

 Citizens of Caledonia - Meeting tonight - 7:00 Sharp! (no location, no date)

 Agenda: Discussion of the “Indian Problem”. “What is the final solution?”

 Full dress meeting. Wear your sheets. (This is no joke. This is what the flyer actually says. This ain’t the movies,
folks. This is real life).

 Special Speaker - all the way from Burning Cross Mississippi, Bobby Lee Raspmas, Veteran of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s.

 Hear about the “Final Solution”. (How come Canada is letting him in and they won’t let Indians cross the border to
support us?)

 Three-fourths of the flyer has a picture of a KKK meeting with sheets on.

 We were waiting for this one! This flyer was given out for last Friday’s rally and march onto the barricades at the
site of the illegal housing project that the Six Nations People are trying to stop. It’s being given out again for the
Friday, May 5th rally at 7:00 right at the barricades this time.

 The press has been asking Caledonians where the flyer came from and nobody seems to know. Janie Jamieson said,
“If the non-native rioters come here and it gets out of hand, the OPP will declare they can’t handle it. Then the army
will be brought in”. Based on past experience we suspect that even putting this flyer out is supposed to create a
panic. We’ve seen it all before. The same thing happened in the Mohawk Oka Crisis of 1990.

 We have given no reason for the army or the RCMP to come in. If these rioters create chaos, the Caledonians will
be screaming for the big guns to come in. In 1990 the people of Chateauguay were incited to riot night after night at
the boundary of Kahnawake. It was exactly exactly the same kind of threats, screaming, insults, trying to rush the
barricades and yelling for the army to come in. It split the community up and gave it a “red neck” label that still taints
its reputation 16 years later. What can be done? How do the people of Caledonia feel about being identified with the
Ku Klux Klan? Hey, neighbors, can’t you see it? You are being set up to get a bad name.

 David Peterson, the Ontario negotiator, has probably been given orders to demand that the barricades be taken down
before talks can begin. They want to create a situation so they don’t have to negotiate. “Remove your barricades and
then we will talk”, it says on the colonial script. Every time we object to oppression, this is the same procedure that
has been followed. Peterson is probably going to try to make it look like the Indigenous people are being stubborn,
belligerent and non-compromising. That’s what Bernard Roy and Alex Patterson did in Kanehsatake in 1990. They
were getting angry because we kept on wanting to talk about the land issue. Throughout we were peaceful and non-
violent. They got impatient and suddenly cut off negotiations. Then the army closed the perimeter around us and
kept us there under siege for almost another month.

 The term “final solution to the Indian problem” was coined first by Indian Affairs superintendent, Duncan Campbell
Scott, to describe his genocidal policies in the 1920’s. It’s not surprising to find the KKK has taken up the banner of
his cause. So they’re not the first in line. Remember Hitler? He found Canadian and U.S. Indian policies very
inspiring. Unfortunately, World War II was not enough to end such disgusting initiatives.

 Has Canada no sense of pride? Aren’t they ashamed to be doing this again? This tired out old tactic is digging a hole
for Canada’s reputation. Rather than settling with the Indigenous people, Canada would prefer to use scare tactics to
get a little bit instead of settling the big issues.

 Take a stand against the KKK. Take a stand against police and military solutions to legal problems. Ask your Mem-
ber of Parliament how it is that the KKK is able to import speakers to incite racist violence. This flyer was put out
a week ago and nothing’s been done since then. We still need people to stand with us. Any help is appreciated. Keep
writing the Governor General, the Prime Minister, the Queen and everybody in the world. Tell them what’s happen-
ing to us.

“Over and over, Iʼll be a fool for you”
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Kenneth Deer
The Montreal Gazette April 25th 2006

The editorial in Saturday’s Gazette, “Enforce the law for natives, too,” deserves a response.

To be blunt, natives who have followed the law, given in to Canadian jurisdiction and meekly turned the other cheek
are the ones who have suffered the most, are generally impoverished and have lost hope for the future. Many have
just disappeared or succumbed.

The healthiest natives are those who resist assimilation, remember their history, practise their culture and fight for
what is theirs.

The history of North America is built on the destruction of indigenous peoples. Laws were made to remove and
disempower the first peoples of this continent. Historically, the justice system has been unjust to Canada’s indig-
enous peoples.

Now to ask natives to respect the laws of the society that has benefited the
most from this unjust treatment is asking too much.

Canada’s land-claim system is patently unjust and biased. Why should native
peoples who have lived here for centuries have to prove they were here first?
The onus should be on Canada to prove it owns the land, and justify how it
obtained title.

The issue in Caledonia is not frivolous. The claim that “there’s not much real
evidence” of a legitimate complaint is incorrect. There is a long and well-
documented history of questionable land transactions that would never have
been allowed if the transactions were between non-natives.

Your statement that Dudley George was killed by a police bullet “under cir-
cumstances that still remain unclear” is quite remarkable because the police
sergeant who fired the gun was convicted of a crime. The circumstances were
clear to the judge; why not to The Gazette?

It seems that Canadians love their justice system except when, on occasion and not too often, it sides with natives.
Then the justice system is flawed, according to many. You write that “courts have been consistently generous —
many say too generous — in accepting native arguments.” Obviously, the author of those words has little experience
with the court system in Canada. Natives have lost far more cases than they have won, and some of these losses reek
of bias, racism and discrimination.

Some courts are finally listening to native voices and that should be a good thing.

Finally, let us return to the issue of law and order and the rights of native peoples.

The relationship between the Mohawks and the Canadian government is a political one — a relationship that now
spans more than a century, preceded by a century of relations with the British.

The Mohawks at Six Nations were allied with the British in the American War of Independence, and again during the
War of 1812. One could argue that without the help of the Mohawks and other nations in the Iroquois Confederacy
(the Haudenosaunee in our language), Canada would be part of the United States today.

As an ally, the Mohawks fought like brothers side by side with the British. The British made commitments to the
Mohawks, which the Canadian government inherited in 1867. Canada has not lived up to these commitments, and
that is a violation of law and order - a violation that lies at the root of the confrontation in Caledonia today.

You cannot enforce law and order on one nation of people and not the other. The issues are political in nature and
must be settled politically. The occupation at Caledonia is a symptom of a breakdown in the political process.
Canada cannot continue to ignore its trust relationship with the Mohawks; if it continues to do so, there will be more
confrontations.

Mohawks have the high moral ground on these issues. Canada’s justice system does not.
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by Andrew Orkin, The Ottawa Citizen
Wednesday, May 10, 2006

 This time the Indians are occupy-
ing a new non-native subdivision
on land they say is theirs in
Caledonia, Ont. A court injunction
issued by a non-native judge is be-
ing defied. Citing signs of Warrior
involvement or the influx of Indi-
ans from other communities, the
OPP raided the occupation and ar-
rested the occupiers “without vio-
lence.” Many more Indians then
barricaded Highway 6.

 Six Nations Band Council says the
occupiers are renegades and there
is no recognized land claim in-
volved. The Haudenosaunee
blockaders have allegiance only to
their ancient Six Nations confed-
eracy traditional government. They
are demanding nation-to-nation dis-
cussions with the federal Crown.

 Frustration grows among local
non-natives. Some are claiming
that Caledonia is theirs by virtue
of “conquest.” Ministers and the
provincial and federal governments
say the occupiers are “illegals” be-
cause the Indians “sold or surren-
dered” their land in the 1800s and
now have only a reserve. At the
same time, these ministers call re-
peatedly for a peaceful outcome.

 Ironically, a judicial inquiry into
the shooting death of Dudley
George at Ipperwash a decade ago
grinds on in Forest, dissecting that
Indian land occupation and its own
ex parte (only one side appeared
in court) injunction, renegades, po-
lice raid, arrests, ministerial pro-

nouncements of illegality, and the
state use of force.

 It may be beneficial, and maybe
even save some lives, if we explore
the meaning of some of the key
terms here.

 Illegals: An injunction means the
Indian occupiers are “illegals,”
right? The mayor of Oka said so
in 1990; Mike Harris said so in
1995; and Ontario government of-
ficials say so now.

 Wrong. It means only that a court,
usually on the basis of a summary
ex parte injunction hearing, has or-
dered the occupiers to leave or face
arrest. The municipality in Oka in
1990, the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources at Ipperwash in 1995, the
City of Hamilton in the Red Hill
Valley in 2005, all had injunctions,
as does the developer at Caledonia.

 At Ipperwash for example, other
courts found later that aboriginals
had acted with “colour of right”
because of their genuine and well-
founded belief that the land was
rightfully theirs. At Oka, Burnt
Church and Ipperwash, occupier-
arrestees were mostly or all later
acquitted of all charges.

 Conquest: Here I will quote the
globally important 4,500-page 1996
final report of the Royal Commis-
sion on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP)
authored by (among others) Su-
preme Court Justice Bertha Wilson
and Quebec Court of Appeal Jus-
tice Rene Dussault (which unfor-
tunately sank unread like a stone
soon after it was released): “There
was no conquest. Early in the con-

tact period the relationship was one
of peaceful coexistence and non-
interference. It was mainly after
Confederation that Canada began
to appropriate large tracts of land
to house the ever-increasing influx
of settlers and that the process of
colonization and domination of the
aboriginal population began. No
one asked them whether they
wanted to be British subjects or Ca-
nadian citizens. They were simply
herded into small reserves to make
way for development and at Con-
federation were assigned to the ex-
clusive jurisdiction of the Parlia-
ment of Canada.”

 Indians from other communities:
In October 1995, the federal gov-
ernment invited and sponsored Ca-
nadians from every direction to
converge on Montreal for a giant
demonstration to help defeat the
secessionists and save the nation.
Ahem ... Indians can’t do that too,
to assist their ancient nation?

 Land claims: Here again I’ll quote
Wilson and Dussault et al: “Opin-
ion is virtually unanimous that the
present system does not work. The
system is generally inequitable, in-
efficient, time consuming and far
too expensive. And it places the De-
partment of Indian Affairs in a clear
conflict of interest as funding agent,
defence counsel, judge and jury.

 “... One of the most significant
weaknesses of comprehensive
land-claims policy is the lack of any
provision for interim measures be-
fore submission of a comprehen-
sive claim and during negotiations.

                    



Governments are free to create new
third-party interests on the tradi-
tional lands of aboriginal claimants
right up until the moment a claims
agreement is signed. It should not
be necessary for aboriginal people
to mount blockades to obtain in-
terim measures while their asser-
tions of title are being dealt with.”

 The Caledonia occupiers are ex-
plicitly not asserting a “land claim.”
They are simply taking back their
land because they state it has been
stolen from them by the Crown and
they have no faith that it will be
returned through a land claim, es-
pecially once it has had subdivi-
sions built on it.

 Surrender or sale: RCAP found
that “Land reserved for aboriginal
people was steadily whittled away
after its original allocation. Almost
two-thirds of it has ‘disappeared’
by various means since Confedera-
tion. In some cases, the govern-
ment failed to deliver as much land
as specified in a treaty. In other
cases, it expropriated or sold re-
served land, rarely with First Na-
tions as willing vendors. Once in a
while, outright fraud took place.

 “Even when First Nations were
able to keep hold of reserved land,
the government sometimes sold its
resources to outsiders.

 “... The history of these losses in-
cludes the abject failure of the In-
dian Affairs department’s steward-
ship of reserves and other aborigi-
nal assets. As a result,” RCAP
found, “aboriginal people have been
impoverished, deprived of the tools
necessary for self-sufficiency and
self-reliance. It is hardly surprising
that the most intense conflicts be-
tween aboriginal and non-aborigi-
nal people centre on the use and
control of land.”

 Blockades: As native frustration in-
evitably grows at the uselessness
of official processes, they resort to
blockades. It surprises me there are

so few of them, because at the cur-
rent rate the many thousands of
outstanding land claims will take
many centuries to be addressed.

 More important, is it not high time
for the dominant society — the
non-native “rest of us” — to real-
ize that the corrosive, transconti-
nental 200-year-old legal and
physical blockade and siege by the
Crown and its settlers of entire ab-
original societies and their people,
governments, economies, legal sys-
tems, territories and resources is
still under way?

 From my study of history in such
contexts as minority-rule Rhodesia,
apartheid South Africa, Czarist
Russia, Nazi Germany or colonial
India, it seems to me that domi-
nant societies are not particularly
good at recognizing the essential
structure of systemic injustices be-
ing maintained or perpetrated in re-
spect of subjugated peoples while
it’s all under way.

They are also not particularly at-
tentive to or comprehending of vic-
tims’ contemporaneous entreaties
that what’s being done to, or with
them, is fundamentally wrong, and
why.

That’s all left for much later, if ever,
when the monuments and muse-
ums of regret get built, or the truth
and reconciliation commissions get
staged, or occasionally when things
just go seriously wrong.

In the 30 years I have lived in
Canada, I have heard indigenous
populations cry out that they they
are experiencing unjust impover-
ishment, displacement, disposses-
sion, racist oppression and abuse,
neglect, state violence or even cul-
tural genocide at the hands of the
Crown.

We may disagree with their vari-
ous characterizations, but it seems
to me that our dominant society is
determinedly incapable of really

hearing, understanding and acting
swiftly, broadly and generously
upon the elements of native griev-
ances and complaints that are de-
monstrably true.

I have also heard some remarkable
non-native expressions of sympa-
thy, understanding and solidarity,
but much more frequently and con-
sistently, and sometimes from sur-
prising sources, I have heard strong
skepticism, rejection, dismissal,
hostility and mean-spiritedness,
and ongoing insistence on policies
of assimilation, extinguishment and
renewed coercion.

I have lived through numerous ab-
original blockades and occupations,
and have even come to represent
some of their players and victims
as legal counsel.

Canada, it now seems to me, is a
colonial country that is still insis-
tently in the very depths of its co-
lonial experience. It is not mean-
ingfully discussing or commencing
its long-overdue decolonization any
more readily. Rather, it is still en-
gaged in ignoring, perpetuating and
entrenching, or even denying it.

Wilson, Dussault and their fellow
RCAP commissioners reported a
decade ago that “We have before
us an agenda of decolonizing the
relationship between aboriginal and
non-aboriginal people in Canada —
an agenda that the experience in
other societies demonstrates is not
an easy road to follow.”

A good place to start attending to
all this — remembering that colo-
nialism is a violation of human
rights that harms and stunts present
and future generations — might be
to discuss and clarify the terminol-
ogy we all use, and to start taking
to heart some of the many clarion
commission reports and court judg-
ments from recent decades that
warn that the path we are on is fun-
damentally wrong.
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Kenneth Deer
The Montreal Gazette April 25th 2006

The editorial in Saturday’s Gazette, “Enforce the law for natives, too,” deserves a response.

To be blunt, natives who have followed the law, given in to Canadian jurisdiction and meekly turned the other cheek
are the ones who have suffered the most, are generally impoverished and have lost hope for the future. Many have
just disappeared or succumbed.

The healthiest natives are those who resist assimilation, remember their history, practise their culture and fight for
what is theirs.

The history of North America is built on the destruction of indigenous peoples. Laws were made to remove and
disempower the first peoples of this continent. Historically, the justice system has been unjust to Canada’s indig-
enous peoples.

Now to ask natives to respect the laws of the society that has benefited the
most from this unjust treatment is asking too much.

Canada’s land-claim system is patently unjust and biased. Why should native
peoples who have lived here for centuries have to prove they were here first?
The onus should be on Canada to prove it owns the land, and justify how it
obtained title.

The issue in Caledonia is not frivolous. The claim that “there’s not much real
evidence” of a legitimate complaint is incorrect. There is a long and well-
documented history of questionable land transactions that would never have
been allowed if the transactions were between non-natives.

Your statement that Dudley George was killed by a police bullet “under cir-
cumstances that still remain unclear” is quite remarkable because the police
sergeant who fired the gun was convicted of a crime. The circumstances were
clear to the judge; why not to The Gazette?

It seems that Canadians love their justice system except when, on occasion and not too often, it sides with natives.
Then the justice system is flawed, according to many. You write that “courts have been consistently generous —
many say too generous — in accepting native arguments.” Obviously, the author of those words has little experience
with the court system in Canada. Natives have lost far more cases than they have won, and some of these losses reek
of bias, racism and discrimination.

Some courts are finally listening to native voices and that should be a good thing.

Finally, let us return to the issue of law and order and the rights of native peoples.

The relationship between the Mohawks and the Canadian government is a political one — a relationship that now
spans more than a century, preceded by a century of relations with the British.

The Mohawks at Six Nations were allied with the British in the American War of Independence, and again during the
War of 1812. One could argue that without the help of the Mohawks and other nations in the Iroquois Confederacy
(the Haudenosaunee in our language), Canada would be part of the United States today.

As an ally, the Mohawks fought like brothers side by side with the British. The British made commitments to the
Mohawks, which the Canadian government inherited in 1867. Canada has not lived up to these commitments, and
that is a violation of law and order - a violation that lies at the root of the confrontation in Caledonia today.

You cannot enforce law and order on one nation of people and not the other. The issues are political in nature and
must be settled politically. The occupation at Caledonia is a symptom of a breakdown in the political process.
Canada cannot continue to ignore its trust relationship with the Mohawks; if it continues to do so, there will be more
confrontations.

Mohawks have the high moral ground on these issues. Canada’s justice system does not.
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 Kahentinetha Horn

MNN. May 2, 2006. Things are on schedule! The flyers in the hands of Caledonia residents, Ontario Provincial
Police and a few Six Nations people reads:

 Citizens of Caledonia - Meeting tonight - 7:00 Sharp! (no location, no date)

 Agenda: Discussion of the “Indian Problem”. “What is the final solution?”

 Full dress meeting. Wear your sheets. (This is no joke. This is what the flyer actually says. This ain’t the movies,
folks. This is real life).

 Special Speaker - all the way from Burning Cross Mississippi, Bobby Lee Raspmas, Veteran of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s.

 Hear about the “Final Solution”. (How come Canada is letting him in and they won’t let Indians cross the border to
support us?)

 Three-fourths of the flyer has a picture of a KKK meeting with sheets on.

 We were waiting for this one! This flyer was given out for last Friday’s rally and march onto the barricades at the
site of the illegal housing project that the Six Nations People are trying to stop. It’s being given out again for the
Friday, May 5th rally at 7:00 right at the barricades this time.

 The press has been asking Caledonians where the flyer came from and nobody seems to know. Janie Jamieson said,
“If the non-native rioters come here and it gets out of hand, the OPP will declare they can’t handle it. Then the army
will be brought in”. Based on past experience we suspect that even putting this flyer out is supposed to create a
panic. We’ve seen it all before. The same thing happened in the Mohawk Oka Crisis of 1990.

 We have given no reason for the army or the RCMP to come in. If these rioters create chaos, the Caledonians will
be screaming for the big guns to come in. In 1990 the people of Chateauguay were incited to riot night after night at
the boundary of Kahnawake. It was exactly exactly the same kind of threats, screaming, insults, trying to rush the
barricades and yelling for the army to come in. It split the community up and gave it a “red neck” label that still taints
its reputation 16 years later. What can be done? How do the people of Caledonia feel about being identified with the
Ku Klux Klan? Hey, neighbors, can’t you see it? You are being set up to get a bad name.

 David Peterson, the Ontario negotiator, has probably been given orders to demand that the barricades be taken down
before talks can begin. They want to create a situation so they don’t have to negotiate. “Remove your barricades and
then we will talk”, it says on the colonial script. Every time we object to oppression, this is the same procedure that
has been followed. Peterson is probably going to try to make it look like the Indigenous people are being stubborn,
belligerent and non-compromising. That’s what Bernard Roy and Alex Patterson did in Kanehsatake in 1990. They
were getting angry because we kept on wanting to talk about the land issue. Throughout we were peaceful and non-
violent. They got impatient and suddenly cut off negotiations. Then the army closed the perimeter around us and
kept us there under siege for almost another month.

 The term “final solution to the Indian problem” was coined first by Indian Affairs superintendent, Duncan Campbell
Scott, to describe his genocidal policies in the 1920’s. It’s not surprising to find the KKK has taken up the banner of
his cause. So they’re not the first in line. Remember Hitler? He found Canadian and U.S. Indian policies very
inspiring. Unfortunately, World War II was not enough to end such disgusting initiatives.

 Has Canada no sense of pride? Aren’t they ashamed to be doing this again? This tired out old tactic is digging a hole
for Canada’s reputation. Rather than settling with the Indigenous people, Canada would prefer to use scare tactics to
get a little bit instead of settling the big issues.

 Take a stand against the KKK. Take a stand against police and military solutions to legal problems. Ask your Mem-
ber of Parliament how it is that the KKK is able to import speakers to incite racist violence. This flyer was put out
a week ago and nothing’s been done since then. We still need people to stand with us. Any help is appreciated. Keep
writing the Governor General, the Prime Minister, the Queen and everybody in the world. Tell them what’s happen-
ing to us.

“Over and over, Iʼll be a fool for you”
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Toronto Star  May 24, 2006

 Six Nations resident Sandra Muse hasn’t been so
scared since the 1967 race riots in Detroit.

The tensions over the Six Nations blockades here,
which boiled over Monday in a pitched battle be-
tween Indians and local residents, have brought back
bad memories of racism for the Cherokee native,
whose family was originally from Georgia.

 “I grew up in Detroit, but was married to a Six Na-
tions band member,” explained the 49-year-old
Muse, who had 12 brothers and sisters.

 When she got jostled in Monday’s melee and had
racial slurs tossed her way, Muse said it reminded
her of a local race riot in 1974 when she was in her
senior years at high school in Detroit.

 “I lived in a black neighbourhood and was bused
with the black kids into an all-white school. I re-
member being called a n—— lover, Pocahontas and
squaw ... and when the race riot happened my sister
had a chair broken over her head, and I was chased
by white guys with bricks calling me a f——— In-
dian. I haven’t felt that kind of racial tension until
now.”

 Muse said she isn’t painting everyone with the same
brush, but concedes she feels uncomfortable and a
tiny bit afraid when she goes into Caledonia.

 “I have begun to be afraid to go into stores in
Caledonia or even drive into Caledonia,” she said.
“Just last week I came over for physio and every-
thing was fine. But then you get out of your car and
you have people staring at you, there is this feeling
of subtle racism,” she said.

 Muse said the tension had been building between
the local and native communities for weeks and sim-
ply boiled over on Victoria Day.

 “It is kind of weird as a native person to be yelled
at and told to go back home. Where should I go?”
she said.
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by Justin Podur
May 23, 2006

 On May 22, 2006 - after holding a
blockade of the Highway 6 at
Caledonia, Ontario (Canada) since
February - the indigenous of Six
Nations unblocked the highway.
The dismantling of the blockade -
initially erected by the indigenous
to enforce their claim to a piece of
land called the Douglas Creek Es-
tates - was a gesture of goodwill on
the part of Six Nations after they
made headway in their negotiations
with the provincial government. The
gesture was probably to help defuse
the organized “angry residents”,
who had been rallying at the block-
ade weekly to demand the road be
opened.

But the “angry residents” re-
sponded by striking a blockade of
their own, preventing native people
from getting from the Six Nations
reserve to the area they have re-
claimed.

Six Nations responded by putting
their own blockades back up, and on
the afternoon of May 22, there was
a tense standoff, with hundreds of
“angry residents”, hundreds of in-
digenous people, and the Ontario
police, all present. The standoff
continued through May 23. With
this action, the “angry residents”
have become the most significant
impediment to a peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict.

The angry resident rallies

Three weeks ago, when I went to
Caledonia to see the “angry resi-
dents” protest against the Six Na-
tions blockade, I admittedly had a
preconceived notion about what the
Caledonian rally would be like. I

had feared the presence of open
white supremacist organizations
like the KKK. Not only were there
no KKK costumes or signs, but in-
deed the angry residents were an-
gry at the very implication that they
would allow KKK among them. In-
deed, the angry residents suggested
that the rumors of KKK presence
were Six Nations disinformation.

The demonstration of angry resi-
dents that took place on May 5,
2006, however, was interesting to
me in a number of ways.

First, the protesters did not have an
adversarial relationship with the po-
lice, which is the norm at most pro-
tests. There were a few moments
when angry residents yelled at po-
lice officers – but these were
quickly calmed down by other resi-
dents who reminded them that the
police were on the residents’ side.
And the police were on the resi-
dents’ side, quite literally – in ad-
dition to the police on the line,
there were police interspersed with
the residents, conversing and min-
gling. At one point, an angry resi-
dent tried to lead others straight to
the police line and past it towards
the Six Nations blockade and force
open the road. But he was stopped,
not by the police, but by another
angry resident who argued that a
violent incident with the police
would not be in the interests of the
protesters.

Second, I felt there was a lack of
proportion demonstrated by the
angry residents. It is true that the
Six Nations blockade disrupted
traffic. The detour, however, al-
lowed everyone to get to their des-
tinations, despite taking longer. The
indigenous were not preventing

anyone from reaching their homes,
even if they lived within the block-
aded areas. Even the angriest resi-
dents had to admit this, and quali-
fied their angry claims accordingly,
saying: “We can’t get to the hospi-
tal – quickly,” and “People can’t get
to their homes – without being
questioned first.”

I traveled in the Occupied Pales-
tinian territories in 2002, and I saw
the effects of real checkpoints, Is-
raeli checkpoints, on Palestinians’
lives. At the time, Palestinians
were dying in ambulances because
they are not allowed through Israeli
checkpoints. Checkpoints turned
what would be a 15-minute drive
into day-long ordeals of waiting
and humiliation. Palestinians really
did lose access to their homes, and
their families.

Of course, there are few inconve-
niences that do not seem insignifi-
cant when compared to the suffer-
ings of the Palestinians. But even
by Ontario standards, I found it dif-
ficult to understand the rage behind
the residents’ cries to open the
road. Yes, any delays in getting to
the hospital are potentially very
dangerous. But is there as much
rage at the increasing wait times at
the hospitals themselves, traceable
to both federal and provincial gov-
ernment funding cuts, used to fund
tax cuts? These cuts have been re-
sponsible for many unnecessary
deaths over the years, in Ontario
and throughout Canada.

Third, I was struck by the contra-
dictory nature of the demands and
the tactics of the residents. At that
rally three weeks ago, a resident –
who refused to give his full name
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– told news cameras of a plan the
angry residents had to block the
native people in. This was contra-
dictory. If all of the anger had to do
with opening the road, surely be-
sieging the indigenous would not
help matters?

I also heard residents complain
about the ‘lawlessness’ of the indig-
enous. But the legal struggle was,
and is, ongoing, and the law is fa-
vorable to the indigenous claim.
The problem for the indigenous has
been the ‘facts on the ground’, and
the willingness of settlers (in the
19th century) and governments and
corporations (today) to take a piece
of indigenous land illegally, and
have the laws changed in their fa-
vor later. That is the problem that
forces indigenous people to block-
ades and direct action to protect
their interests even though the law
is often on their side. Now, here
were the residents, threatening
siege and extralegal action them-
selves, in the name of protesting
native ‘lawlessness’. This, too, is
contradictory.

A factor in negotiations?

The ‘angry residents’ have made
themselves a factor in the negotia-
tions between the various levels of
government and the indigenous over
the Douglas Creek Estates, the
piece of land being reclaimed by
Six Nations. Provincial negotiator
David Peterson has talked numer-
ous times to the press about how
important it is to reduce “tensions
in the community,” and the need to
open the road to accomplish this.
“All of us were praying and work-
ing hard to ensure that something
ugly didn’t develop out of this,” he
said to the CBC. The “angry resi-
dents” help Peterson’s negotiating
posture by moving the “middle of
the road” away from the indigenous

and towards the government’s po-
sition.

While “praying and working”,
Peterson was also able to present
the very useful idea of “two warring
sides” and “tensions in the commu-
nity” to the public, equating two
sides that are not at all equal. In-
digenous peoples are not repre-
sented by Canadian governments.
They have their own ideas and struc-
tures. The “angry residents”, by
contrast, are represented by the
governments they voted for and par-
ticipate in. They are represented by
the police who mingled with them
at their rallies. To give them a seat
at the negotiating table would be to
give them double representation.

Despite this, the provincial govern-
ment does have an interest in a
peaceful resolution. It is headed by
Liberals who want to distance
themselves from the previous Con-
servative government of Mike Har-
ris, which was responsible for
“something ugly” in 1995 – the
murder of indigenous man Dudley
George by a police sniper at
Ipperwash. The real estate develop-
ers have an interest in a resolution
as well. The developers of the Dou-
glas Creek Estates, Henco Indus-
tries, have repeatedly and publicly
stated their desire to be bought out
by the government. This points to a
very simple potential resolution to
this particular conflict: the govern-
ment can compensate Henco and
turn the land over to Six Nations.
Progress towards such a resolution
was expressed in a document called
“Compendium of Commitments,
Ontario and the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy Six Nations Council,
May 10, 2006”.

With some success in the negotia-
tions, the indigenous opened the
road on May 22, removing the
greatest grievance of the ‘angry

residents’. But the ‘angry residents’
responded by creating a blockade
of their own, preventing native
people from crossing. Six Nations
spokesperson Janie Jamieson de-
scribed it to the CBC as “colonial-
ism at its finest.”

If the provincial government and
the developers both have an inter-
est in a peaceful resolution, why did
the “angry residents” act so irre-
sponsibly to try to scuttle it? It can-
not be because they want to see
more suburban homes built – they
have no reason to be more keen on
home-building than the developers’
own corporation. Nor can they
claim any longer to want freedom
for the road – the minute they had
it, they ruined it, for every resident,
angry or otherwise.

So, in whose interests are these “an-
gry residents” really acting? Per-
haps the Conservative federal gov-
ernment. Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper’s party is full of
people who are contemptuous of
indigenous rights and indigenous
people. The same sorts were re-
sponsible for what happened at
Ipperwash. Though Six Nations has
expressed desire to talk to the fed-
eral government from the begin-
ning, on a nation-to-nation basis,
the federal government has said
nothing publicly. Perhaps the “an-
gry residents” really do represent
the federal government? It is easy
to speculate and difficult to prove.
But Canadians who want to express
that neither Harper’s people nor the
“angry residents” represent them
should speak, and move, now, be-
fore “something ugly” happens.

continued from previous page

Justin Podur writes frequently for
ZNet and can be reached at
justin@killingtrain.com





 As the third largest producer of diamonds, with 10 per cent of the world forests, and over 60 metals and minerals,
there is little doubt why Indian land claims are a big issue in Canada. The fact that there are over 6,000 land claims in
limbo and that progress is so slow is not surprising given the numbers and the revenue generated for government
coffers.

 Canada was the United Nations choice as the “best country in the world to live in” for seven straight years, but while
Canada was number one on the index, Canadian First Nations communities mired in extreme poverty were set at the
63rd level on the UN scale.

 Amnesty International has written several reports citing Canada for human rights violations. In the case of the
Lubicons of northern Alberta, Amnesty has forced the appearance of Canada before the United Nations for a hearing
set for May 5th.

 While Canada can laugh off the United Nations and weather international shame, it cannot ignore or laugh off the
economics of a national blockade of rail lines that is potentially the result of the land dispute at Caledonia.

 To understand the issue of land claims in Canada, one must see the numbers. Canada is the second largest country in
the world, larger than China and larger than the United States. Canada is 3.83 million square miles of vast land mass,
but the population is only 33 million, giving Canada the largest per capita land base of any nation in the world. Given
the resource base, it is little wonder that net worth is $137,000 per man, woman, and child.

 In 1969, Canada issued the appropriately named “white paper” on Indians, which identified that Indian reservation
lands accounted for approximately one quarter of one per cent of the Canadian land mass. To state this more clearly,
99.73 per cent of Canada was not reservation lands. Since then it has been a battle zone of land claims and frustration
for indigenous people.

 […]How Canadian media handles the situation at Caledonia can make or break the confrontation. In the Ipperwash
situation where unarmed native activist Dudley George was killed by an Ontario Provincial Police officer and the
Premier of Ontario allegedly shouting to “get the fucking Indians out”, the issue of land claims couldn’t be clearer.
Stoney Point First Nation lost land to Canada during WWII for an artillery range, with the promise to return the land
after the war.

 In over 50 years of Liberal and Conservative federal governments, none delivered on that commitment. Hence,
there was direct action by Ojibway Indians to occupy the land, with the resulting killing of Dudley George. The same
court injunctions issued by white courts and the public outcry to march the police and army into battle are now
occurring in Caledonia.

 As an elected Chief, I stand behind Mohawk people at Six Nations in the use of direct action regardless of the
consequences. My community spent hundreds of thousands of dollars trying to settle a land claim from 103 years
ago; we hold the record of the longest file in the Indian Claims Commission process. We understand the need for
direct action.

 Elected native leadership risk their creditability in Caledonia. It is the people who suffer the housing crisis, the 80
per cent average unemployment, the health problems, the lack of educational opportunities, and every other form of
extreme poverty while we as chiefs are paid for our work from government of Canada dollars.

 To issue a call to our people not to attend the blockade and to question their right to protest is nonsense. To blame
our unarmed people for the increase in tension is absolutely ridiculous.

 It has always been the whites who first bring guns and the threat of violence into any confrontation. To declare that
Dudley George got himself killed because he grew tired of ineffectual politicians is historically incorrect.

 Hope is the only medicine for angry youth who see no other way but to take action. If it takes a national blockade to
bring the world’s attention to the issues in Canada, we should be prepared to take that responsibility.

 We must end the 80 per cent average unemployment in our communities. It is no longer enough to make empty
promises, or to take the word of a government that will only delay settlement of long standing issues.

 Now is the time we must stand together and take whatever consequences are necessary to ensure a chance for our
future generations, in this, one of the wealthiest nations in the world. It is time to force Canada to the table and
negotiate some real settlements of land claims instead of holding out for more false hope promises while we
collect our pay from the government.
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$5 billion  + for more prisons

$2 billion to militarize
the Arctic

I got the money
as long as I

avoid the land
claims!
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update from camp spokesperson Hazel Hill
Thursday, May 25, 2006

It’s been a few days since my last update and the atmosphere at the
camp has been a dramatic change since then. When the events un-
folded on Monday after our original attempt at keeping the PEACE
and opening the first barricade on Plank Road (Argyle St) i won-
dered if we’d ever be able to come to consensus again to continue
with our original agreement and open up the barricade. The ten-
sion was very high and with the continued attempts by the instiga-
tors among the Caledonians to fuel the fire and taunt our people, it
left many with hardened and heavy hearts, including my own. it was
hard to even consider sitting at the fire and once again discussion
showing “good faith” and continuing with our plan to re-open plank
road. many people were angry at the display of racism and violence
instigated by the non-native’s, especially when the media made it
out to be the native’s who were at fault. nothing that should be news
to us however. the remarks at calling for the army to come in, the
one-sided reporting of some of the larger media portraying
caledonia citizens of the victims of terrorist acts and the 30 or so of
our people who were pepper-sprayed compared to maybe 3 or 4 of
the non-natives showed exactly what we have been saying all along.
when it comes to the Onkwehonweh and the issue of land rights,
there is no justice. we get labelled terrorists because we continue
to work under the Great Law of Peace, and trying to maintain peace
while being met with acts of war is hard to swallow.

 many of our supporters and e-mails suggested that forget it, keep
up the barricades. don’t open them up because of the safety of our
people was threatened. and to be honest with you, it continues to be
threatened whether the barricades are there or not. the non-native
people who have fear and anger in their hearts continue to try to
intimidate, continue to show their ignorance, and continue to refuse
to look at the truth regardless.

 but the people chose to trust. trust in each other, trust in the people,
trust in the Kaierenekowah and trust in the process of our Law as
well as ultimately in our Creator. The people made a decision to go
ahead and open the barricade again, and this time we made it very
clear to the opp that they are responsible for their people and that
should anything occur again that threatens the safety of our people,
if anyone violates the peace that we have extended, the barricade on
argyle street will be put up immediately and there will be no more
chances. it was decided that ONE MORE TIME we will show that
good faith.

 many people believe we have shown that “one more time” too many
times, but we did it. and while there was uncertainty, it was defi-
nitely an empowering decision. We were upholding our Law. We
were maintaining our authority on our land, including plank road,

continued on next page





   
   
  
   
  
     
  
    
      
  
   
     
   

   
  
    
     
    
    
   
    
     
   
   
     
  

    
    
    
   
   
     
    
    
   
   
    
   

 
  

  

The potential flashpoint at Caledonia Ontario with the Six Nations land blockade is more dangerous than the 1990
Oka crisis.

 In 1990 the town of Oka, Quebec, wanted to expand their nine hole golf course to eighteen holes over a known
Mohawk gravesite. A police officer died to defend the right of the townspeople to tee off over grandma’s grave and
4,000 Canadian soldiers squared off against the Mohawks.

 In 1990 most Canadian Indians were in shock that Canada would use the army against our people. In 2006 there is no
longer any shock value, thereby allowing Indian people to be better prepared to respond to bloodshed and also Indian
youth in Canada have more anger today than they did in 1990. Not only are Indian people better prepared, the strategy
is much clearer.

 Had then Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney carried out his threat to send in the army to take out the last 25
barricaded Mohawks regardless of the consequences, it was very likely that burning cars would have blocked every
railway line in Canada.

 The protest at Caledonia has already caused a railway blockade with huge economic impact. Multiple that one
railway blockade by 30 and you have economic paralysis in all of Canada.

 Canada is America’s largest trading partner and of vital economic interest to every American. Canada is America’s
largest supplier of oil with 97 per cent of all Canadian energy exported to the United States. Canada is also the
leading buyer of American exports. Think about the Mayan uprising of 1994, multiply that by 10 and you have some
idea of the economic impact of a similar crisis in Canada. American multi-national corporations, financed in the
open market, with heavy investment in Canada, may not yet have realized the danger.

 […] With well over 50 per cent of the Canadian Indian population under the age of 25, what you have in Caledonia is
a potential flashpoint that could cripple Canada.

 Canada has had eight straight federal government budget surpluses. It has a 2005 reported net worth of $4.5 trillion,
and a GDP well over a trillion dollars.

 In 2003 the federal government raised $125 billion in taxes but took in $141.8 billion in its share of resource
royalties. This does not include the provincial royalties or corporate resource sales profits. With oil now over $75
a barrel, up from $10 a barrel in 1999, and Canada claiming 1.4 trillion barrels of oil in the Alberta tar sands plus
hundreds of other oil and gas producing areas, this makes for a resource driven economy.
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by determining the conditions of the policing etc; and upholding
our responsibilities and obligations to our people and allowing the
process that has been established between the crowns representa-
tives and the delegates of the people to continue.

 I had one caledonia resident ask if it was David Peterson who helped
negotiate bringing down the barricade or if the Six Nations people
who did it themselves. I told him absolutely mr. peterson played no
role in the barricade coming down and that it was all the six na-
tions people who did it. he was quite happy to hear that. another
caledonian thanked me and shook my hand. and while the main gate
to the site is blocked by the hydro tower and manned by the men,
the atmosphere is almost as it was before the opp invaded on april
20th. many supporters are once again honking and stopping by to
show their support. bringing coffee and stopping to talk. it is a good
feeling and far outweighs the angry outbursts of a few individuals
who probably don’t even live in or near caledonia. the “paid pro-
testers” is what i call them. we all know that the government’s plan
when dealing with “native land occupations” is to make the nego-
tiations fail, and they have every intention of making sure this one
does as well. we still have the idiots who try to come into the camp,
try to steal our flags, and try to incite trouble, but the
rotiskenrekethe are right on top of everything and when a situation
arises, they deal with it.

 i am very proud of the men who have put their own personal lives
on hold to uphold their obligations to the Kaierenekowah, and to
all of the Six Nations Territories and families whose men have come
to help and support, as well as other Onkwehonweh Nations; Nya
Weh Kowah to you too!

 the sceptisism and doubt still exists among many of our people as
to whether we made the right choice. even one of the clanmothers
shared her concerns with respect to the safety of our people, but
she applauded everyone for their efforts and good minds at having
come to the decision and standing by it. but we are a long way from
having the peaceful resolution we are all seeking. we have yet the
barricade on the railway as well as the #6 hwy by-pass which
peterson expects to have managed to resolve by may 31st. in fact,
that is david peterson’s only mandate. to “get the barricades down
and then we’ll talk” he continues to use the rule that they won’t
talk while the barricades are up. yet they expect us to talk while
threats of court injunctions being enforced through violent actions
of opp still hang over our head. i guess maybe he does understand us
a little. our people are not intimidated by threats of violence and
court injunctions. they mean nothing to us.

 in an interview today i was asked the question of what it would
take to see some resolve. i told them that for me, it would be for
canada to admit to the world that they are guilty of the biggest white
collar crime in the history of their people. since the so-called
existance of corporate canada, the crown has knowingly committed
land theft not only of the haldimand tract, but for the whole of turtle
island; and reaped the benefits of the land through fraudulent taxa-
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tion of its citizens, has sucked the land of all of the resources to the
tune of billions and billions of dollars being embezzled through the
intentional fraudulent acts. and they call us criminals!! to me, an
admittance of guilt would be appropriate, then we can begin work-
ing on righting the wrongs that they have committed. perhaps that
is what should be put to mr. peterson at the negotiating table. as
representative of the crown, his mandate should be first to accept
responsiblity. stop playing us for the fools he believes us to be and
start being accountable for the actions of the crown. they have yet
to provide anything that shows they understand the depth of the
crime that they have committed.

 if peterson really believes that sitting at a table to discuss when
the barricades are coming down will see the results that he antici-
pates, perhaps her majesty better begin preparing the next delegate
mandated to speak to our people. the barricades are not the issue.
theft, fraud, misappropriation of our lease monies and molestation
and intercourse of the Holy Grail is what we are talking about!
let’s get real peterson! the crown has usurped her authority through
trickery lies and deciept and the Onkwehonweh have their eyes open
and we are standing at the head. we are the Holy Grail and we are
ready to defend the Peace through any means necessary.

 do i think caledonia and canadians have a right to be angry? abso-
lutely! but they should direct the anger at where it is justified. the
crown. they bought land that they hold no title to, they have been
paying taxes to a government that has no authority to collect taxes,
and they have been taught a history of lies and deception in an at-
tempt to cover up the biggest crime of mankind since they killed
the peacemaker. they should be angry because they are continually
played to be the fools all the while her majesty reaps the benefits of
her ultimate fraud.

 definitely we are ready to talk. definitely we are ready to send in
our delegates to the table and begin resolving the situation. we are
ready and armed with the truth, and we are not afraid to use it. the
haldimand itself was used to undermine the authority of the Origi-
nal League of Nations, our Confederacy, and the crown used it to
get her foothold into our land in north america. now the haldimand
has come back to haunt them, and they will be answerable to the
fraudulent actions that they have committed.

 Justice for Creation will Prevail. Keep the Peace, keep up the sup-
port and keep the momentum going. the crowns representatives want
this to go away. they even have major newspapers like the globe and
mail, and tv stations putting out leading polls such as “How do you
think the government should deal with the situation with Six Na-
tions in Caledonia, bring in more opp, or bring in the army” those
my friends are the beginning stages of justifying another attack, and
we want all of our supporters to be ready, because if anything hap-
pens here, canada will have declared war against all of the
Onkwehonweh Nations of the world and we must defend by any
means necessary.................

 Hazel

May 25th Update from Hazil Hill continued from previous page
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“Our job is to be able to kill people”
        
     
       
      
      
       
       
       
     

        
     
      
      
        
         
  

    
       
      
       
     
      
        
       
     
      
       
     
      
       
       
        
     
     
        
        
      
       
     
       
      
      
        
        


      
       
        

    
     
     
 
  
    
    
 

  
 

 


Akwesasne Solidarity Walk on the International Bridge, April 21st 2006
(source: http://www.akwesasnephoenix.com/index_files/Page3165.html



   
Sunday, May 28, 2006

 Hello from Grand River  Things are pretty quiet around
the site these days. Maybe too quiet.

 I’ve been reading alot in the surrounding newspapers.
Caledonia mayor marie trainer was quoted this week
as saying the army should be brought in. one of her
councillors thinks that the government should just cut
off all of the funding that comes into the territory. “cut
off the tax exempt cards, cut off the monthly cheques,
cut off the food banks...” (I still wonder where they get
the idea that monthly cheques come to our people.)
my response to those types of suggestions is “you’re
absolutely right!”, but first the crown should pay the
billions and billions of dollars owed on land leases,
the taxes collected on our land, the resources taken
from our land and compensations for the destruction
of the lands stolen and abused etc. etc. If the crown
paid her debt to our people there would be no need for
the scraps that come to our people through their gov-
ernment structure. and then there is the interest mon-
ies on top of all that. when canada pays her debt we’ll
gladly get rid of all of those other things.

 wonder if canadians realize they’ve been duped? they
talk as if we are a burden to them. like they’re support-
ing us. does it not occur to them that they are the bur-
den. they have been freeloading off our lands and re-
sources for thousands of years. even IF, and i say if
because we know that the land “surrenders” are fraudu-
lent, but IF the 1841 surrender was real, where is the
money?????????? they have never paid for one single
lease that they have obtained throughout history (to my
knowledge anyway). when you lease a car and don’t pay
for it what happens.....they take it back. that’s exactly
what we did with our lands. in fact, we should be ready
to re-possess the whole haldimand and then let PM
Harper say that it’s not a federal matter.

 and as far as mayor trainer’s irresponsible remarks
about bringing in the army.....guess she doesn’t think
much of her citizens in caledonia if she really wants a
war zone in her back yard. and they call us terrorists!
then she was quoted as saying that the natives damaged
the hydro station causing the power outage in caledonia,
six nations, hagersville etc. “it was definitely natives”
trainer said friday (quoted from the Brantford Exposi-
tor) The fact of the matter is that there is no way any-
one will no for certain whether it was natives or non-
natives who did the damage because all of our people
were up on the front line, and ANYONE could have
done the damage. we had removed the barricade at #6

hwy and 6th line the night before, and the opp were the
only ones at the end of #6 (argyle st) and #6 bypass.
we had opened up the road for pete’s sake and she is
trying to say that she knows it was natives.

 all throughout this reclaimation we have had non-na-
tive shit disturbers sneaking into the camp for one pur-
pose and one purpose only, to try to discredit and dis-
rupt the peace. we have had the army dude who admit-
ted to shooting one of our men in the face a few day’s
before he was caught. we have the idiots in camoflauge
on four wheelers taunting our men and the opp trying
to incite the war. they brought their video camera with
them and proudly turned it over to tv 11 but for some
reason were ashamed enough to want to have their faces
hidden. and they are the jackasses who threw rocks over
the bi-pass and could have potentially killed someone
but blamed it on our men because their camera caught
one of our men throwing something back at them. look
at the direction of the throw and look at where the bar-
ricade was. we were over half way over the #54 hwy so
there is no way we caused any damage to any vehicles.
it was all a set-up. and then there was the fire at the
barn across the road the night after the police raid on
April 20th. even the farmer believes it was non-natives
who were trying to make it look like we were vandaliz-
ing the neighbourhood. and yet our men are the ones
who went to put out the fire even before the fire trucks
arrived. on thursday nite we were accused of shining
laser lights and shooting off firecrackers and rattling
the nerves of the opp. next night they caught 3 non-
native punks with their firecrackers and bottle rockets
after having fired off a few, again to try and incite the
war.

 we are continuously having to deal with this type of
action and yet do we retaliate? no. we keep the peace.
we turn over the idiots when we catch them in our camp.
we could beat the crap out of them and teach them a
lesson and i’ll tell you, i give our men the deepest re-
spect and credit for NOT doing it! and why shouldn’t
we? do you see us going into caledonia and acting like
idiots? do we sneak around trying to incite a war? we
have kept the peace. we are upholding our Law and yet
we are criminalized for it. to me the criminals are the
ones who refuse to look at the truth. they make igno-
rant comments like “just because your ancestors sold
the land for beads and now you’re crying about it” and
other stupid remarks that a kindergarten child would
say in a playground fight. i hope stephen harper and





      
      
    
       
     
      
       
      
     

       
      
       
       
        
     
     
     
        
       
        
      
      
       
       
      
     
       
      

The Settler Problem
       
       
        
     
      
       
      
     
       
        
       
       
     
      
         
       
       
    

      
       
         
       
        
       
      
        
      
     
    
     
      
     
       
      
     
      
       
      
     
     
      
      
        
       
      
     
       


       
       
        
     
      
      
       

source: http://sisis.nativeweb.org/actionalert/updates/
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marie trainer realize that we are beyond kindergarten
and this ain’t no playground.

 and in answer to all of those who wonder or like marie
trainer “know that the natives did it”, all i can say is that
it wasn’t something that we did. our people were on
the front line wondering why caledonia didn’t want the
plank road opened, and the first realization that the hy-
dro was out was when we noticed that the street lights
were off and then someone noticed the black smoke.
so as far as i’m concerned anyone could have done the
damage.

 and i like how the government is so quick to respond
with thousands of dollars to Henco and the Caledonia
businesses for their losses, and yet get them to pay
their debt with respect to land leases, they immedi-
ately send in negotiators to try and get out of it. how
long have we waited for compensation. they don’t want
to pay up so they send in the guns. that’s exactly what
they did in 1924. our confederacy had asked for an ac-
counting of the lease monies and rather than give the
accounting (because they had already embezzled the
money), they used the RCMP to bring in the guns and
establish a form of government that they new they could
control. and then they set up a process that requires
big money to fight them and hundreds of years to get it
into their courts. it is the biggest fraud going and the
only reason they get away with it is because we let them.

 and as far as the people who say that we wanted the
band council system, the families that went and asked
for this new form of government, is the same as it is
today, a handful of people who didn’t like the way things
were going and rather than council and have their voices
heard through the process, they went behind the back
of our people and sold us out. those same families still

are in existance today. only this time, there is no way
we are going to let them sell us out. we have our del-
egates at the table and the people are making the deci-
sions just as it should be. and we are no longer going to
let them hide behind their ficticious justice system. it
is all a fraud based on unilateral decisions of the crown
and that IS illegal.

 then we have others who believe that they are the title-
holders and that only they will make the decision. sorry
to bust your bubble, but the few of you who meet are
NOT a nation. you are like the rest of us. only a small
number of people when standing alone. only together
in Unity and Solidarity will we get through this and it is
ALL OF THE ONKWEHONWEH who are affected by
this. not just the Mohawks and not just Six Nations. the
Onkwehonweh are the title holders to the world, and
we have a responsibility to the onkwehonweh nations
of the world to protect our land for the future of our
people, in honesty, in peace and with integrity. setting
up barriers to divide and conquer is the game the crown
has played and by continually creating the divisions
within, you are playing right along side of the crown
and into their hands. perhaps you should look at who is
guiding you and question their motives. the people at
the site are doing what we are obligated to do accord-
ing to the Law. We are working together with all of the
Six Nations, including those from the other territories
because yes they have a voice in our circle and yes they
have an interest in what we are doing. it is not for self-
ish gain and it certainly isn’t about money. i pray that
you will come to an understanding and continue to work
WITH the people and not against them. it is only you
who can decide this.

 finally, so that everyone is clear, Mr. Peterson has given
the time frame of May 31st to have dealt with the bar-
ricades. i don’t know exactly what his plan is, but i un-
derstand that is his goal. to have all of the barricades
down by the 31st of May. the people need to be aware
of this, because between the media using polls to sug-
gest bringing in the army or using the opp to remove
us, marie trainer and other’s calling for the army to
come in, and the history of our people and the way the
government on behalf of the crown has always “dealt
with” our people during any kind of “occupation”, you
need to be aware of the reality of the situation.

 Keep the Peace, Keep Strong, and Keep getting the
word out. As soon as we know of any further develop-
ments, we will let you know. talks are to resume on the
31st and we are having a people’s council tomorrow.
all are welcome.

 hazel

i like how the government is so quick to
respond with thousands of dollars to Henco
and the Caledonia businesses for their losses,
and yet get them to pay their debt with respect
to land leases, they immediately send in
negotiators to try and get out of it. how long
have we waited for compensation. they donʼt
want to pay up so they send in the guns.
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Paul Choi
Hamilton Spectator

May 29, 2006

 Costs of the Caledonia blockade
have already exceeded $12 million
and the bills arenʼt all in.
 Policing costs alone are estimated
at $10 million, with more for property
damage and losses for businesses
in the town and other expenses.

 “This whole thing has not been
cheap,” said Haldimand County
Mayor Marie Trainer. “All our senior
staff are keeping a record of what the
departments are spending.”
 Itʼs three months since Six Nations
protesters began occupying a 40-
hectare subdivision at Douglas
Creek Estates. Ontario Provincial
Police have been involved from the
start, and costs are spiralling.

 Tory justice critic Garfield Dunlop
estimates $10 million has been spent
to date to deploy the approximately
200 OPP police officers into the area.

 OPP helicopters, which have occa-
sionally been dispatched, are espe-
cially expensive as it takes an esti-
mated $600 an hour to put an OPP
helicopter in the air, Dunlop said.
 “If you have 200 officers, you have
to take in the fact theyʼve got ve-
hicles, they need food, they have to
be there 24 hours a day,” he said. “Itʼs
been a huge drain on the OPP bud-
get.”

 OPP has not disclosed how much
the dispute has cost. There are fears
costs will only continue to escalate
the longer both sides remain at log-
gerheads.
 Damage to property has been
smaller but significant. According to
Trainer, the Stirling Street bridge that
was burned down April 20 will cost
about $1.2 million to repair.
 Hydro One spokesperson Daffyd
Roderick said it also cost $1.5 mil-
lion to repair the transformer on Ar-
gyle Street that was damaged after
a vehicle was driven into the station
and set on fire last week.

 Elsewhere, minor repairs to a
stretch of Argyle Street that was dug
up by a front-end loader, as well as
other spots of road damaged by
burning tires, have been less expen-
sive, Trainer said.

 But costs could escalate in other
ways. The integrity of several bridges
along the Highway 6 bypass, which
has been occupied by native protest-
ers, will likely have to be inspected
by the Ministry of Transportation when
barricades come down. Vehicles and
wooden logs set on fire below the
bridges may have damaged the
structures, Trainer said.
 And as long as roads and highways
continue to be blocked, the city will
continue spending on extra signs.
 “Signs have been a tremendous ex-
pense,” Trainer said. “Extra stop
signs, extra detours — those things
add up when you need hundreds of
them.”
 All this excludes the undisclosed
salaries of mediators David
Peterson, Barbara McDougall and
Jane Stewart, as well as costs in-
curred by Henco Industries Ltd.,
owner of the occupied land.

 “When you take into account the
policing costs, the costs that are go-
ing to be absorbed with respect to
the developers, the hydro situation
and all sorts of other things ... the
people of the province will absorb this
astronomical cost that continues to
grow,” said Ken Hewitt, of Caledonia
Citizens  ̓Alliance.
 There are also costs for the occupi-
ers. The Six Nations Confederacy

has been tallying up its own list of
expenses throughout the months-
long standoff. Many native protesters
have quit their jobs and spent months
at the occupied subdivision, said na-
tive spokesperson Janie Jamieson.

 About $400 a day is needed to feed
everyone at the site, she said. And
expenses such as fuel, toilet rentals,
wood, water and batteries add up. In
total, it takes an estimated $18,000
a month to operate at the site every
day.
 “A big chunk has been taken out of
our economy,” Jamieson said.
 The provincial and federal govern-
ments have already promised to sup-
ply $800,000 to repair the Stirling
Street bridge, which had been used
only by pedestrians recently, but
Trainer is unsure whether the city
can afford the additional $400,000 to
rebuild it.
 The Southern Ontario Railway,
whose rail line in Caledonia was cut
off after debris fell from the torched
bridge, continues to face halted ser-
vice. Yesterday, trainmaster Doug
MacKenzie wouldnʼt disclose costs
theyʼve incurred as a result of the
blockade, but Imperial Oil, served by
the railway, said its costs are mini-
mal.
 “Itʼs an inconvenience because with-
out the railway we have to use ships
or trucks. But itʼs not a major thing,”
said Robert Theberge, spokesper-
son for Imperial Oil.

 Last week, the province announced
$500,000 in aid for local businesses.

     
      

    
   

  
   
     

   



 

                   
                  

       Anthony Fenton and Dru Oja Jay

A military force of unknown size and capacity seems
to be operating out of the Hamilton airport, according to
information gathered by the Dominion. The deployment
of military forces would be a major escalation in the
standoff between native protesters and the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police (OPP). The OPP has tried once,
unsucessfully, to remove demonstrators occupying a
housing development that Six Nations Kanienkehake
(Mohawks) say is illegal under Canadian, Haudenosaunee
and international law.

 In an interview, an Airport official initially confirmed
that Canadian Forces were at the airport in a “back up
support” capacity. Mary Beth Horvath, Marketing/
Commuications Coordinator for the Hamilton Airport,
first told the Dominion that Canadian Forces were not
“using it [the airport] as a staging ground. I haven’t heard
it regarded in that term.”

 Asked later to confirm, Horvath repeated that “there
is some backup support there.” When asked to specifi-
cally to confirm if Canadian Forces were on site, Horvath
responded that “I don’t know if, again, I don’t know to
what extent or to what, so I’m not, I really don’t want to
be quoted on that because I’m not there to actually see it,
physically.”

 [Update: A resident of Caledonia who asked not to
be identified told the Dominion he saw an unmarked grey
van travelling in his neighborhood, blocks away from the
standoff, with eight Canadian Forces personnel aboard.
“They looked like Rangers,” the source said.]

 Horvath referred the Dominion to two other offi-
cials, neither of which denied that Canadian Forces were
operating from the Hamilton Airport.

 “I know nothing about that,” said Haldiman County
official Bill Pierce when asked about a military staging
ground at the airport.

 Dave Rector, a spokesperson for the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police, said “I am not aware of the presence of
any Canadian armed forces.”

 Eyewitness and press reports have confirmed that
RCMP are assisting the OPP, and some reports cite the
Airport as the Federal police force’s staging area. An
RCMP spokesperson confirmed that RCMP are playing
a supporting role, but would not comment on any spe-
cific locations or activities.

 As of this writing, the Dominion could not find any
officials willing to deny the deployment of military to
the airport.

 The deployment of military would mark the involve-
ment of the Federal Government, marking a departure
from what officials have repeatedly insisted is a Provin-
cial matter.

 The last time Canadian Forces were deployed against
native demonstrators was during the 1990 Oka crisis,
when Kanienkehake citizens occupied land that was slated
for a golf course development. The land had been stolen
a century earlier by the Catholic Church, and a century
of Kanienkehake protests had not changed the situation.
Quebec Premier Robert Bourassa invoked the National
Defense Act, requesting “military aid to the civil power”.
[...] Reports of torture and unjustified tactics earned
Canada the condemnation of the International Federa-
tion of Human Rights and a place on Amnesty
International’s list of violators of human rights.

 Provincial officials requested the deployment of Ca-
nadian Forces—specifically, the elite Joint Task Force
Two—during the 1995 Gustafsen Lake standoff, but were
officially denied. According to court testimony by po-
lice officers, police took flack jackets to a firing range
and fired guns at them in order to create the appearance
that police had been shot by the small group of natives
occupying the site. Internal police video showed com-
manders stating the need for a “disinformation and smear
campaign” against the native occupiers. With 77,000
rounds of ammunition shot by police, the deployment of
amoured vehicles, and the use of a land mine against a
truck driven by one of the demonstrators, Gustafsen Lake
has been cited as the largest paramilitary deployment in
Canadian history.

 Ottawa Citizen reporter David Pugliese, in his book
Canada’s Secret Commandos: The Unauthorized Story
of Joint Task Task Force Two, wrote that officially, JTF2
“wasn’t deployed to the standoff.”

 “But civilian police officers privately confirm that
JTF2 operators were at the siege, helping them in covert
intelligence gathering as well as determining the lay of
the land in case the entire unit was needed for an assault
on the native encampment,” Pugliese wrote. “Some of
the native protesters also insist that it was members of
JTF2, and not the RCMP, who engaged them in a gun battle
in early September.”

 Federal officials have denied that the current stand-
off at Six Nations has anything to do with land. “This is
not a lands-claim matter,” Deirdre McCracken, a spokes-
person for the Minister of Indian Affairs Jim Prentice
told reporters. McCracken also said that the blockade
“has nothing to do with the federal government.”

 The presence of Canadian Forces on the ground, if
confirmed, will be a stark change from the government’s
stated policy.



   
  
   
   
   
     
     
      
   
    
      
    
   
    
  
      
   


   
    
  
   
   
  
    
     
  
   
    
   
   
   
    
     
    
    
     
  
    

     

  
    
   
   
   
    
    

    
    
   
    
    
    
    
    
   
   
    
  
  
  
    
    
  
   
    
    
   
    
    
   
    
    
    
     
   
    
    

   
    
     
    
   
    
    
     
  
     
      
    
     
   
    
   
      
    
    
     
    


     
   
  
       
     
    
      
     
    
     
   
     
    
     
     
     
   
  

         
        
           
        
          
        
        
      
          
          
         
        
         
           
      



   
   
    
   
    
    
  
   
   
    
    
    
   
   
    

   
   
    
    
    
     
     
  
   
    
      
   
    
    
     

     
     
    
   


  
    
   
   
    
      
    
    

 STOP THE TERRORIST ATTACKS ON NATIVE
PEOPLES

 KKKANADA CALLS FOR POLICE AND MILITARY
REINFORCEMENT ONTO NATIVE WOMEN,
CHILDREN AND WARRIORS OCCUPYING DIS-
PUTED INDIAN LAND

 NYM TAKES SOLIDARITY ACTION TO SUPPORT
SIX NATIONS

(Neskonlith Reserve, unceded Secwepemc Territory/Sat-
urday April 22, 2006) — The Secwepemc Native Youth
Movement has set up an information picket along the
Trans Canada Highway (Hwy #1) at Neskonlith Reserve,
5 KM west of Chase, BC to show solidarity with our
Brothers and Sisters at Six Nations, near Caledonia,
Ontario. We have set up camp and posted billboards, ban-
ners and Warrior flags to get the message out to the
10,000+ travellers per day that drive this
highway. The billboards read: “Stop OPP
Terrorism” “OPP out of SIX NATIONS”

On Thursday, April 20, 2006 over 150
heavily armed Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) with M-16’s and riot gear moved
in to try and end the 52-day occupation
at Six Nations. The Six Nations have been
occupying the land of disputed Douglas
Creek Estates luxury housing develop-
ment since Feb. 28th. This Land has al-
ways belonged to Six Nations but
KKKanada and Ontario have made land
deals without true ownership, with sto-
len Land.

The OPP arrested 16 Natives, assaulted
women, threw tear gas at them and tasered
some during the arrest but police re-
treated as Natives chased them off and
more Natives arrived. KKKanada has

called for massive police and military reinforcement.
There is over 3000 OPP and RCMP (Royal Canadian
Mounted Pigs) and 1000 military just waiting for
KKKanada to give them word to move in for another as-
sault.

The Six Nations (sovereign Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, Seneca and Tuscarora Nations) has called for sup-
port and to let the World know that terrorist attacks are
happening here in KKKanada against the Original Peoples
of the Land.

 This land is all Indian Land. We have a common struggle
with our Brothers and Sisters at Six Nations; we never
surrendered our land to anyone. We claim jurisdiction
throughout our whole territory.

STOP POLICE TERRORISM—OPP OUT OF SIX
NATIONS—NATIVE LAND

 NATIVE YOUTH MOVEMENT INTERNATIONAL STATEMENT

Secwepemc Picket Trans-Canada Highway, April 25
(Source: http://sisis.nativeweb.org/actionalert/updates/

060425secwepemc.html)

continued on page 24...

continued from page 52





   
   
    
    
      
   
   
    
  
    
    
   
     
     
   
  

Law demands universal respect
By Andrew Orkin, barrister and solicitor, Hamilton Spectator (May 12, 2006)

Re: ‘Natives are subject to the law’ (letter, May 9)

 Indeed. But there is much more to “the law” applicable in Caledonia than traffic laws or the terms of an injunction
arising out of a one-sided quickie hearing. And while governments know this, it appears they aren’t telling people in
Caledonia.

 The Crown’s treaties with the Iroquois, including those of Albany and Montreal in 1701, the Silver Covenant Chain
and the Two Row Wampum, are part of applicable law. The Royal Proclamation of 1763 is part of the Canadian
Constitution. So is Section 35 of the Constitution Act of 1982, which recognizes and affirms aboriginal and treaty
rights.

 These laws bind the governments of Canada and Ontario, and the rest of us. Our own Supreme Court repeats that
they must be upheld, because “the honour of the Crown is at stake.”

 The Haldimand Grant is part of this law. Its “surrender” or “sale” in whole or part by the Iroquois may well be non-
existent, fraudulent or invalid, even according to non-native Canadian law.

 I suspect the federal Crown knows this, but had simply planned over the intervening 160 years that the Iroquois
would be assimilated and disappear.

 The Iroquois Confederacy is centuries or millennia old. Its leaders, clan mothers and members (all reasserting
their nation in Caledonia) are still telling us that in their view their own Iroquois structures and laws have never been
legitimately displaced by Euro-Canadian ones.

 They are reminding us of solemn nation-to-nation treaties that are no older or less important than the Treaty of
Paris between England and France of 1763 (the ongoing basis for Quebec being part of Canada).

 It is far from clear that the Iroquois Confederacy members re-occupying their lands are legally in the wrong.

 If they are, why has the federal government spent the last 20 years or so frantically evading having to account to the
Six Nations Band council in court for the Crown’s (mis)handling of the vast Haldimand Grant that it holds in trust
for the Iroquois people?

 It is time that Canadians remind themselves of all the applicable law, not just the bits that seem to justify our
occupation and taking of others’ lands.

 The only alternative is the use of overwhelming military force against the Iroquois, to conquer them.

 But Canada’s legitimacy and reputation would take a severe beating if the colonial and oppressive nature of its
relationship with aboriginal peoples was thus laid bare.

 Respect for the law is not a one-way, natives-only street. Non-natives and their governments must respect the law,
too, and all of it.

  
   
    
   
    
   
    
    
    
   
     
   
   
   

    
     
  
     
   
    
   
   
    
   
   
  
   
     
     
  



    
    
    
 
    
   
   
    
   
    
      
    
  
   
  
   

   


    
   
     
    
    
   
 

    
    
   
     
   
    

     
   
  
   
     
     
   
   
    
   
     
    
   

TYENDINAGA, Ont. and TORONTO - A group of Mohawk
protesters shut down a key railroad corridor yesterday —
stranding passengers and freight across two provinces — to show
support for aboriginals staging their own protest about 300
kilometres away.

Although demonstrators from the Tyendinaga Mohawk Nation
Territory near Belleville agreed last night to dismantle the barri-
cade, their day-long protest halted railroad traffic on a typically
busy section of the Montreal-Toronto corridor and left about
3,500 VIA Rail passengers stuck across Ontario and Quebec.

Rail operator Canadian National went before a judge yesterday
afternoon to get an injunction against the protesters in a bid to pro-
tect the $102-million worth of cargo shipped along the line daily.

Members of the Tyendinaga Mohawk Nation Territory began
burning bonfires around 1 a.m. yesterday and parked themselves,
their cars and a brown school bus at a railroad crossing about
20 kilometres east of Belleville [...]

Yesterday, the Tyendinaga Mohawk Nation protest left about a
dozen CN freight trains, some carrying perishable goods, to sit

idle across Ontario and Quebec, while several other trains never
left the yard. [...]

Malcolm Andrews, a Via spokesman, said about 3,500 passen-
gers travelling on two dozen trains in the Toronto-Ottawa-
Montreal corridor were affected.

Highway buses seat about 47 people, Mr. Andrews said, add-
ing that 2,100 travellers booked for travel today would be ac-
commodated.

The rail line runs about 22 trains between Toronto and Ottawa
or Montreal each day. [...]

Shawn Brant, a Tyendinaga Mohawk and the de facto spokes-
man for the group, said earlier in the day — before protesters
agreed to remove the blockade — that demonstrators would
continue to block the railroad tracks despite the CN injunction.
The plan was to keep things peaceful and keep talking to police
and CN, he said, but protesters were ready for anyone who
would try to remove them.

“We have an uncanny ability to defend ourselves,” Mr. Brant
said, refusing to specify whether the group carried weapons.

Mr. Brant said there was a mutual understanding between the
group and police that nothing would happen until protesters found
out whether Six Nations representatives would get a chance to
talk with government officials.

“We’ve got millions of dollars that we’re holding up and I think
that if they took an aggressive action against us before the out-
come of the talks was revealed, we’ll be ready to defend our-
selves and respond in kind,” he said. [...]

Every car that drove along the gravel road toward the school
bus drew protesters’ attention and they were quick to clear the
roadway. They restricted access to the tracks themselves.

A Transport Canada official would occasionally check in with
the protesters to see whether there was any damage to the track.

“We have an uncanny ability to defend ourselves”
- Shawn Brant

Joel Kom and Peter Brieger, with files from Katie Rook andNatalie Alcoba,
National Post and CanWest News Service; Published: Saturday, April
22, 2006

Protest strands 3,500 rail travellers, freight





     
    
    
   
    
     
   
   
     
     
 

     
     
     
     
   
    
     
   
   
    
    
    
    
     
    
    
  
   
   
     
   
    
    
   
   
    

   
  
   
     
      
    
     
     
    
   
    
   
 

    
   
   
     
  
     
 
    
     
     
   
     
     
     
     
      


    
  
    
   
    
  
   

    
   
   
    
    
     
    
     


    
   
   
   
   
     
   
    
    
   
   
   
   
   
    
    
    
    
     
     
   


    
  
 
    
  
  
    
     
   
     
      
     
     


  
   
      
   
    
   
   
   
     
  



the front gate and continued to uphold our
Kaierenekowah, removing the police from the site.

 I attended toward the back of the property to inform
the remaining officers on site that they were pulling
out and asked them to leave. A female officer in-
formed me that i was in violation of a court injunc-
tion and that if i didn’t leave the property i would be
arrested. i informed her that SHE was in violation of
the Supreme Law of the Land, our Kairenekowah,
and in violation of international law and that she should
leave. i again informed them that their officers were
leaving the site and that they should leave. She again
told me that if I didn’t leave that I would be arrested,
I told her again that she should leave, at which point

she said, that’s it mam
your un-

der arrest and
tried to grab ahold of me. She
was unable to get me down, at
which point about 4 other male
officers came to her assistance
wrestling me to the ground. I
had hollered for help and at that point several of
our people had headed in my direction, they began to
knee or kick me in my left thigh, I did try to defend
myself and at one point kicked an officer square in
the chest to get him away from me (sorry to my friends
who asked me not to fight, but my instincts kicked in
and my reaction was immediate to defend myself)
my eldest son tried to pull the police off of me and he
was shot in the back with a tazer gun, but as soon as
several others arrived on the scence, the police im-
mediately withdrew off of me, people helped me and
my son over to a vehicle where they pulled the darts
out of his back.

 The police then got into their vehicles and on their
way out I seen the female officer in the middle of the
van with a big gun in her hands obviously ready to
use it. Everyone followed their vans to the front gate
and the people walked the opp straight down argyle
street south of the main gate and when they were far
enough away, we pulled in a transport truck and shut
the road down. We then blocked the road just north
of the 6th line leading into our community.

 The OPP have been continuously reporting that they
did not use any weapons other than pepper spray,
that our people were armed etc., but when they moved
in, the people were resting, some of them awakened

from sleep and told to move out. We maintain that
we did not break the Peace, the opp crossed the line
and came into our lands fully packed with guns and
other weapons with the intent to use them. The situa-
tion was very tense but as I have told many many
reporters today during interviews, “we upheld the Law
that the Creator gave to us and are standing strong in
front of Creation, honouring our Creator, our
responsiblities according to the Kaierenekowah and
Our Spirits and our hearts swelled with Pride”.

 We continue to keep the Peace, we have many sup-
porters from many territories coming in to our aid
and we want to send a Big Nya Weh to all of you,
who, while you might not be here physically, all of
the efforts through e-mails, letters etc., the food and
other donations that you have been bringing in have
touched our hearts tremendously, and through your

support, you have helped in keeping that spirit
alive and in the forefront. will talk to
you soon. our prayers are with all of
you tonight as well.

--Hazel

 
 

continued on page 59





June - 2006  Forget what you’ve read in the mainstream papers
or have seen on the national news: we’re here to tell you there
are plenty of good people on both sides of the barricades at
Caledonia. A mere handful of knuckleheads are getting most of
the attention and, while that may feed the media beast, it does
nothing to get to the truth of this critically important matter.

 Here’s what you need to know: Ten years ago, the elected coun-
cil of Six Nations asked the federal government for an account-
ing of its lands and monies held in trust by the Crown. Since
then, Canada’s departments of Justice and Indian Affairs, under
the guidance of the Privy Council Office and the Prime Minister’s
Office, have done everything in their considerable power to avoid
providing said accounting.

 Ten years ago, Six Nations stated it was not interested in dis-
placing third parties. It acknowledged that Canada could never
pay what it owed to the community after a century of plunder
and injustice. All it wanted was information, to know what hap-
pened to their lands and monies held in trust by their fiduciary
Canada.

 How much in lands and money? At the time, Six Nations offi-
cials refused to say publicly what they believed to be owed, but
Windspeaker’s trip to Six Nations in May has revealed that at
the time of the statement of claim the figure was $800 billion;
yes, that’s with a ‘b’. S teve Williams, the elected
leader at the time, said he has no doubt that num-
ber stands today at $1 trillion.

 Prime Minister Stephen Harper says he believes
in accountability. It’s one of the five priorities es-
tablished by the Conservative government for this
Parliament. Can Six Nations then expect that un-
der his watch, a voluntary and spontaneous effort
at an accounting of Six Nations trusts will occur?
If not, why not?

 A similar case played out in the United States in a
suit called Cobell and has led to charges of con-
tempt against the secretary of the Interior, that
country’s equivalent to Indian Affairs minis-
ter, for obfuscation and delay. But in Canada,
nothing. In the U.S. it is generally acknowl-
edged, as a result of the Cobell case, that the
U.S government plundered Indian trusts believ-
ing it would never be held accountable. Turns out
the U.S. might have been wrong, especially if Judge
Royce Lambert has his way. Is there no equiva-
lent of Judge Lambert in Canada?

 The one thing that had worked against
Six Nations in the past was division in
the community. What we saw at three
separate public meetings at the Six
Nations community hall between
April 30 and May 3 was that those
divisions are still there, but the out-

rage within the community over the continued frustration of its
legitimate attempts to seek justice have united the Big Six like
never before.

 And that could mean big trouble for Canada. Especially if resi-
dents of Caledonia clue in to why this is happening to them.

 If enough voters across this country at any time since 1867 had
let their elected representatives know that they expected a fair
and immediate settlement to all outstanding Aboriginal land is-
sues, the MPs would have got it done. They haven’t so far be-
cause Canadians haven’t bothered to get informed and demand
action. That was because of ignorance or because of complicity
in the injustice. The good people of Caledonia are now seeing
what that kind of negligence costs.

 You saw the burning tires and the scenes of Ontario Provincial
Police officers struggling with camouflaged “occupiers” at the
site of development on the disputed lands of Douglas Creek
Estates. You saw angry town residents spewing hatred across
the divide between the police line and the edge of the occupa-
tion. But what you didn’t see could mark the beginning of a sea-
change in Canada.

 You didn’t see the non-Native women at the barricades arguing
for cooler heads to prevail when a few townsfolk got out of

hand. You didn’ t see the queries and the ques-
tioning from those regular Joes who thirst for in-
formation so they can understand the history of
the conflict. You didn’t see Aboriginal clergy walk-
ing amongst the angry Calidonians, their mere pres-
ence in their vestments a plea for calm and ratio-
nal behavior. These are considered non-stories by
the media, but they could be at the heart of a new
relationship that is developing between thinking
non-Aboriginal people and their long-suffering
Native neighbors.

Can Six Nations
then expect that
under his watch,
a voluntary and
s p o n t a n e o u s
effort at an
accounting of Six
Nations trusts
will occur? If not,
why not?
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From: Hazel Hill

Hey to all of our
friends and allies
from Grand River
Territory.

We upheld the law and we’re standing proud. this
morning 15 people were arrested when the police
moved in about 4:30 am. they had pepper sprayed
some of the men and women, and forcibly removed
our people from the site, including some of the non-
native supporters that have been on the site with us,
some for weeks.

 My husband and I weren’t on the site at the time,
but one of the women from the camp came and told
us that the police had moved in and so we immedi-
ately headed back down. the people had congregated
at the back gate and when we arrived on the scene
there were police around each corner of our lands,
probably about 200 total. the people were still on the
lands and had never completely left. we continued to
gather and the numbers continued to grow. the people
continued to tell the police to leave, women & men

elders & youth, we stood together in unity.

 When the police continued to resist our peaceful re-
quest to leave our territory, the caledonia by-pass was
closed down, trafffic was backing up in both direc-
tions, and only then did they realize that our people
were not small in numbers, and perhaps they had
underestimated the support that we did have. we had
hundreds of Six Nations people gathered at the site
within the hour, and had the police surrounded at the
back gate; and finally, the police agreed to withdraw.
we marched them off of the back gate, many women
linking arms together walking the police off our land
followed by the rest, we then went to the corner gate,
again, marching them off of the lands. the police con-
tinued to file out of the lands onto hwy 6 in front of
the disputed land area. the people then gathered to

continued on page 16...





[...]

By the Victoria Day weekend [May 20-
21], considerable progress had been
made, although unfortunately this was
not officially reported by the govern-
ment. This progress included an
apparent commitment to return land that
houses a defunct and vacant Correc-
tional Facility, originally taken illegally
from Six Nations, after an environmental
study to establish the condition of the
land. It was widely rumoured that there
would be a moratorium on the disputed
Douglas Creek land and a third party
archeological study for graves of Native
people.

This led to a goodwill offer by the Six
Nations to open Argyle Street. But on
Friday evening, May 19, the anti-
protests became more aggressive. When
the Six Nations people started to
dismantle their barricades on Monday,
May 22, the rednecks could not stand
the prospect of peaceful resolution
without retribution. The baseball-bat
armed mob put up their own barricade
and the situation degenerated, complete

with physical engagements. The Native
people threw up a new defensive
barricade, dug up the road and prepared
to defend themselves. A state of
emergency was declared in Caledonia,
and people worried that the Canadian
Army would be called in.

Some facts must be stated for the
record. During this protest no Native
person has attacked a resident of
Caledonia even when provoked with
racist slurs. When the citizens of
Caledonia had a rally at the Fair
Grounds, the Native people applauded
their right to congregate peacefully. A
young Six Nations man was shot just
under the eye with a pellet gun; the next
day a young intruder was captured
within their camp driving erratically and
in possession of a pellet gun and military
equipment, including a flack jacket. He
was handed over unharmed to the OPP.
Violence and the threat of violence have
only come from the anti-native minority.

There is a problem in Ontario. It might
be convenient to look at every phenom-
enon in isolation and to pretend awe,

ignorance and wonder when an
oppressed people stand courageously on
their own behalf. If ignorance is bliss,
there are a lot of happy people in
government here and they are trying to
spread it around.

But there is a history, with its twists and
turns, and also with a common thread.
Remember the murder of Dudley
George at Ipperwash by the OPP?
Remember the lies and subterfuge to
protect a red-neck premier and his
cabinet cabal? Remember the OPP riot
squad attack on OPSEU members right
in front of the Ontario legislature? How
about the legions of missing Native
women who don’t get media attention?
How about water you can’t drink? How
about mercury poisoning? Where the hell
is the conscience of the Canadian State?
When the police become spectators, as
they were when racists stoned Native
people at Kahnesetake in 1990, they are
supporting the attackers, carrying out
state policy.

The cancer of right-wing, imperialist and
racist thinking explodes around the
Native people. Their struggle is a beacon
that lights up the political environment
and exposes the danger facing all of us.
Will the social justice movement face
similar violence and retribution when it
escalates the very issues the Native
people are dealing with now? The issues
of water, environment, medicine, living
space, the right to exist purely as a
condition of birth and being?

I think the Native people are politically
more advanced in many ways because
they are forced to deal with these
problems, not hide from them. As a
student of history, a trade-unionist and a
Hamilton worker, I am not surprised by
the calm and peaceful determination of
the Six Nations people. Throughout
history, struggle develops its own dignity,
its own unity. There is nobility in standing
your ground, in fighting for justice. That’s
why Robin Hood is a folk hero and
Hitler is not.

Sam Hammond, The People’s Voice, June 1-15, 2006

     

* for a complete version of this article see
http://www.politicalaffairs.net/article/articleview/3533/1/189/



by force on Six Nations. In the place of the traditional
government what critics refer to as “a puppet govern-
ment” was installed using the Indian Act.

 Since 1924, the Canadian government has done its
negotiating with the Band Council, a system that is a
part of and paid for by the federal government. “The
Band Council,” says Horn, “does not represent the Six
Nations peoples according to international law.”

 In an open letter to local newspapers, Hill com-
pares the government’s agreements with Band Council
to finding a few people in Caledonia to agree to sell
their town to the people Six Nations. “Would that be
legal?” she asks.

 The Band Council system does not allow the voice
of the people to be heard, says Horn. If the Canadian
government wants to seek legitimate discussions, ne-
gotiations must be undertaken on a nation-to-nation
basis. “There could then be an orderly settlement based
on an orderly investigation of the facts and an orderly
identification of the laws that apply,” says Horn. “The
reason Canada doesn’t want to do this is because it
knows full well that when the process is complete, the
facts will clearly show they have illegally invaded our
land.”

 There is a large sign at the Six Nations blockade
that reads “Oh Canada, your home on native land.” The
play on words from something as basic as the national
anthem is appropriate for a standoff that could turn the
meaning of Canada on its head.

 “A lot of people have squatted on our land,” ob-
serves Carol Bomberry. Pointing to Caledonia she con-
tinues, “This is one of the towns that is on our land.”

 Most Caledonians probably don’t consider them-
selves squatters. Chances are they consider Caledonia
home. What does it mean if Caledonia is not Canada?

 Mike Laughing, one of the men manning the block-
ade, responds matter-of-factly. “Look at it this way:
just imagine if all those people got to live on native
land. Instead of paying taxes to the government they
could be giving it to the true landlords, back to this
nation,” says Laughing. “If they didn’t want to do that
then they’d have to move. But we’re not saying move
away.”

 As for the small piece of land immediately under
dispute, Bomberry has a similarly straightforward sug-
gestion: she’d like to see the Canadian government buy
the houses back from Henco Industries and restore the
land to Six Nations.

 The Six Nations Reserve, the most populous re-
serve in Canada, is currently less than five per cent
the size of the original Haldimand Tract. “There’s a
ten year waiting list for houses,” Bomberry points
out. “Our population is growing every year. We need
more room.”

 Acknowledging Indigenous land rights will, of
course, mean much more than establishing who lives
where or who pays taxes to whom. Laughing says he’s
at the blockade for the sake of his kids. Canada “has
been standing on the back of an Indian for too long,”
he says. “It’s time to get off and let us stand proud of
who we are.”

 It is not only First Nations people that stand to
benefit from a just outcome to the Six Nations stand-
off, says Horn. Native and non-native people alike
are suffering from a system that is destroying the en-
vironment. Horn believes that under Indigenous title,
the land would be treated with far more respect. “Ac-
cording to our constitution, we have to take care of
the land, in other words we’re environmentalists,” ex-
plains Horn. “That’s why it’s important [for non-na-
tive people] to help us assert our jurisdiction.”

 People from across Canada and around the world
have lent their support to the Six Nations’ struggle.
Hundreds of people have gathered at the site each time
there has been a threat of the OPP moving in.

 “The Canadian government calls themselves
peaceful,” says Sewatis. “I hope that they live what
they say.”

 If the OPP chooses to invade, many at the site
feel that it is their duty to defend their land and de-
fend their people. “We’re not seeking violence,”
Sewatis says. “I seek peace first...but, I believe in
what’s right.”

 Sewatis has seen how standoffs over land rights
have ended before. “They think they can make peace
by having a gun and having it their way,” he observes.
“We want to talk about peace and the laws and juris-
diction of the lands. We are going to utilize the great
law of peace. We’re going to offer it one more time.”

 At the time this article went to print, over 50 po-
lice cruisers were gathering in Caledonia and Six
Nations was on “Red Alert.”

Hillary Bain Lindsay
The Dominion

http://dominionpaper.ca

                    





   
     
    
   
    
    
     
    
   
    
  
     
 
 
   
   
     
    
   
   

    
     
    


   
    
   
    
     
    
   
    
  
   
    
    
    
     
   
   
     

     
     
    
   


    
    
  
    
    
   
    
   
    
     
   
    
   
   
   
 



while Iʼm not sure of the exact wording of the
prophecy, I remember hearing the Hopi
prophecy where they talk about a time when we
would reach a crossroad. Where the
Onkwehonweh will have to choose.  We either
go back to the earth, our roots, and learn to
live from the earth and all that she
provides for us, or continue on the
path of money and power, the latter
of which will eventually lead to that
next war.  When I first heard that
prophecy probably 10 years ago, I
thought “yeah right” weʼre all
gonna die cause no one is going
to give up that dollar.  It is easy to
see now how wrong I was.  Our
people have come together in
peace and solidarity, not
because

we see a financial gain in what we are
doing, but we have come together to

protect the land.  The very essence of
our beings and for the good of our

future. For the unborn children.  We
ARE doing what we have been
instructed to do. Not from any

individual but from the spirit
within.  So, for that, this

morning I am grateful,  my
heart is now uplifted again

and I can look to today with
anticipation.

- Hazel Hill

April 19, 2006  According to the Six Nations Con-
federacy, women are the title holders of the land.

 Sewatis has been at the Six Nations blockade since
it began on February 28. “I was the first one to encoun-
ter your enforcement officer,” he says. “I was peace-
ful and just explained the situation. [I said] ‘I cannot
follow your orders because I’m not Canadian. I’m
Haudenosaunee.’”

 The police officer he was speaking with didn’t ap-
pear to know how to handle Sewatis’ response to his
order. Apparently, the fact that someone born and raised
only a few miles from where they stood—just outside
of Caledonia, Ontario—was not Canadian was a diffi-
cult concept to grasp. “So, I just told him ‘You’ll have
to wait for my superiors to come,’” says Sewatis.
“That’s the kind of language they seem to understand.”

 I am sitting with Sewatis in his van. For over six
weeks this is where he has slept. That is to say, when
he has slept. Many nights he sits by the fire, keeping
watch in case the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
chooses to invade the site.

 From where we sit, we can see dozens of people
gathered around the fire, singing, laughing and talking.
To our left is a cookhouse that was recently built to
feed the growing number of people that have come to
support the repossession of Six Nations’ land. There
are several tents, a teepee and a couple of trailers scat-
tered nearby.

 It might feel like a camping trip except for the fact
that we are in the middle of a construction site. There
are no trees or grass and ten partially built suburban
homes stand nearby. Henco Industries had hoped to
build hundreds of houses here. Construction was halted
on February 28 when the road to the site was blocked
and Henco was informed that the land is not theirs to
build on.

 “We’re here telling people that it’s our land and it
was illegally attained and it was illegally sold,” says
Sewatis. “That’s just the plain and simple truth.”

 This is not “the kind of language they seem to un-
derstand.”

 On April 6, the Canadian government said that the
Six Nations dispute is not about land rights. “This is
not a lands-claim matter,” said Deirdre McCracken, a
spokesperson for the Minister of Indian Affairs Jim
Prentice. She also said that the blockade “has nothing
to do with the federal government.”

 But according to a statement released on March
20 by the women of Rotinoshon’non:we (meaning

Iroquois or Haudenosaunee, depending on the lan-
guage being spoken), the blockade has quite a lot to
do with land—and with the Canadian government.

 The statement outlines how “General Haldimand
confirmed that Britain would affirm the right of the
Six Nations to a tract of land six miles deep on either
side of the Grand River, running from its mouth to its
source.” The piece of land immediately under dis-
pute is only a small part of the much larger
‘Haldimand Tract.’

 This piece of history is not being debated. A
plaque erected in Cayuga, Ontario by the Ontario Ar-
chaeological and Historic Sites Board says much the
same thing. The sign also notes that the land was
awarded in 1784 in recognition of the Six Nations’
help to the British Crown during the American Revo-
lution. What the plaque says next is where the stories
diverge. “In later years, large areas of this tract...were
sold to white settlers.”

 According to the women of the
Rotinoshon’non:we, however, “None of this land [the
Haldimand tract] was ever legally surrendered.” The
women’s statement carries a great deal of weight as,
“Women are the ‘Title Holders’ of the land of
Rotinoshon’non:we as recalled by Wampum 44 of the
Kaianereh’ko:wa.”

 The significance of the previous sentence will be
lost on most Canadians, who will have no idea what it
means.

 Indigenous nations have their own constitution
(Kaianereh’ko:wa). “The idea that British Colonists
or their descendents—like Canadians—were the only
people who had ‘law’ is a legal fiction,” says
Kahentinetha Horn, a Mohawk elder from Kahnawake.
Canada “has totally disrespected our laws and agree-
ments to conduct a nation-to-nation relationship.”

 The Six Nations Confederacy has been called the
oldest living participatory democracy on earth. Ha-
zel Hill, one of the women active at the blockade de-
scribes how decisions are made: “There are fifty
chiefs which represent the Confederacy Council and
they have a clanmother with each chief. It is the
people whose voice the chiefs and clanmothers carry.
Any decision regarding land, comes first from the
women, and then to their clans, and through the pro-
cess of our council, when all are in agreement, or
when consensus has been reached, only then does the
decision stand,” she says. “In our history of the
Haldimand Tract, this has never been done.”

 In 1924, the Band Council system was imposed
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Today has been a day of unrest at the land reclamation
site. While I won’t go into great detail on what has hap-
pened today as a press release is being prepared, it is
suffice to say that the intimidation tactics and pressure
from the outside has worked to the point that 1000 opp
officers are being dispatched to the area surrounding the
reclamation site, and the Caledonia residents are up in
arms, demanding the removal of our people from the site,
and even going so far as to setting up a barricade on the
recently opened plank road (argyle street) leading into
Caledonia. It is important for all of you to understand that
the intimidation tactics leading up to day were constant.....
including army helicopters and others flying overhead all
hours of the day and night; including hovering overhead
between 2 and 4 in the morning with their lights off, and
then on occasion, shining high powered lights down onto
the people on the site. This has been going on constantly.
Our people are being faced daily with people driving by,
hollering racial remarks including “go home you f’n Indi-
ans”, “get a job”, “you’re gonna die” etc. Garbage is con-
stantly being thrown at us, and besides the “flipping of
the bird” there have been times where firecrackers are
being thrown out the window toward us. These incidents
however, are not followed up on by the opp be-
cause they are not breaking any laws.

today a united states border patrol vehicle was
retrieved with high powered surveillance
equipment in it. The first story from the opp
was that the “A.T.F. Officer” was just visit-
ing friends in the neighbourhood and was tak-
ing pictures “kinda like
a tourist”, when
spotted just
down from the the front line
barricade and then followed to
the back door of the reclama-
tion site. then later when we
questioned further what the
United States ATF was doing
snooping around taking pictures of our people with the
opp riding in the back with them, they changed the story
saying that they had been invited in by the opp. Our ques-
tion as to what they were doing there, what is their man-
date, and the fact that obviously these people have got-
ten high government official clearance to be so far out of
their jurisdiction was unanswered by the opp representa-
tives. an opp officer was hospitalized as a result of this
incident, and a ch tv. Newsperson/cameraman had to get
stitches as a result of a previous run in with our people.
This situation is not good.

What needs to be understood is that the incidents of to-
day, are a direct result of the constant intimidation tactics
of the opp and others of the military, the continued racial

discrimination being shown, not by us, but by the Caledonia
people, including the recent blocking of our children from
using the arena for lacrosse games; the back tracking by
the provincial government at the negotiating table; all of
which lead up to the ultimate goal of the government. To
justify stopping the talks at the negotiating table. From
what we have been told at the fire tonight, this is the posi-
tion of the government at this point. Canada does not want
to deal with the Onkwehonweh people because they know
we are absolutely right in our position with respect to the
land, our sovereignty and upholding our Law. The violence
that occurred is not something that we are proud of, but it
is something that we completely understand knowing and
understanding the underhanded and direct attempts at in-
citing the action required to justify another attack against
our people, and to make it look like we are uncontrol-
lable. Why else have they been playing the “terrorists in
Canada in court in Brampton” back to back with the “six
nations land reclamation in Caledonia” on all of the news
stations Canada with the help of corporate media, is mak-
ing sure the mental brainwashing of its citizens against
the Onkwehonweh people continues. How convenient that
CHTV 11 was there even before this all started. How co-

incidently that the couple who sparked
the violence with their racial attacks
drove straight to the Canadian Tire
parking lot, and how convenient that a
“by-stander” happened to have a video
camera across the road at tim hortons

video taping the whole scene and directly
reporting to CHML radio who happens to be

co-owned by chtv 11. Was it a co-incidence! or
were these people already on standby knowing
that a story was about to break. It is unfortunate

that our people fell for it, and in hindsight we
can all wish it didn’t happen, but the reality is,

u n l e s s you are in the situation, dealing with the con-
stant mental emotional and physical intimidation of the
corrupt bureaucRATS; and the racial violence that has
been directed at our people on a constant basis, none of
us can truly say how we would have responded if in the
situation ourselves.

The potential for violence occurring on the site in the next
little while is tremendous. The Caledonia people are want-
ing to come in to take us out. The opp are maintaining a
line between the Caledonia residents and the reclamation
site. It is unknown how long this is going to continue. Our
people need to be on alert. Again, we are on the site un-
armed, we are trying to maintain the peace, and we are
keeping the people toward the inner perimeter of the site.
I will forward further updates as soon as I get them. Please
forward to others. Stay Strong and keep the Peace.

Hazel Hill, camp spokesperson

Update from Grand River - Saturday, June 10, 2006



    
   
     
   
 


   
    
     
    
   
     
     
     
      
    
   

   
    
   
    
    
    
   
    
    
    
   

    
     
   
    
    
    
  
    
    
    
     
 

   
  
    
  
   
   
   
    
    
   
  
     
    
    
   

  
    
   
    
  
  
  
   
     
     
   
   
      


     
     
   
   
   
   
    
   
    
   
    
     
   
     
   

    
    
    
    
     
    
  
    
  
   
  
   
   
      


   
   
   
    
    
    
      
    
     
  

   
     
  
 
   
    
   
  
   
     
    
   
 

    
  
   
  
   
    
   
   
  
   
  
   
     
     
 

   
   
   
    
    
  
  
    
     
  
    
  
  
    
     
    
   
     
   
     
    
    

      
     
     
     
   
 





Ontario Provincial Police are trying to recover classi-
fied documents containing the identities of undercover
officers and operational details concerning the native oc-
cupation.

The documents were stolen last Friday during an alterca-
tion between natives and police in which an OPP officer
was seriously injured.

Natives occupying the Douglas Creek Estates got the
documents when they stole an unmarked U.S. Border Pa-
trol SUV in which two U.S. border agents and an OPP
officer had been riding.

The OPP have issued an arrest warrant for a 30-year-old
Six Nations man who is wanted for attempted murder.
He is accused of trying to run over the downed OPP of-
ficer with the stolen SUV.

The documents contain the names of OPP officers and
U.S. agents involved in the standoff, home
phone numbers, details of surveil-
lance operations and infor-
mation from confidential
informants dating back to
the beginning of the stand-
off.

They also include
notes of investigations
into human smuggling
across the Canada-U.S.
border along the
Niagara frontier.

The Spectator obtained a copy of the documents on the
weekend from former Spectator reporter Lynda Powless,
publisher of Turtle Island News, a national native weekly
newspaper based on the Six Nations Reserve.

Late yesterday, the OPP appealed to The Spectator to im-
mediately return the copied documents.

“That information is very important and we need to get it
back. I can’t stress that enough,” said OPP Acting Detec-
tive Staff Sergeant Anthony Renton.

The OPP officer said the information in the documents
“is very sensitive law enforcement information that places
people at risk as police officers.”

Renton would not discuss the documents’ impact on of-
ficer safety, operations or negotiations to end the stand-
off.

Among the documents is a two-page contact list of many
key players in the standoff, including natives and OPP
staff. In some instances, the list provides cellphone and
home phone numbers.

News that the confidential information had fallen into
native hands sent shock waves through the OPP union

yesterday, which recently criticized OPP leaders for com-
promising the safety of their frontline officers.

“I’m speechless,” said Karl Walsh, president of the
Ontario Provincial Police Association.

“I will immediately call command staff and ask them what
they are doing to ensure the safety of the officers whose
safety has been compromised as a result of the informa-
tion that’s now in the hands of the antagonists within the
Six Nations Reserve.”

Powless said natives found the documents in a blue SUV
registered to the U.S. Border Patrol. OPP officials say
the border agents were observing how provincial police
are handling the standoff.

The documents “came into my possession, and I will not
tell you how, and I photocop-
ied it, and I returned it,”
Powless said.

The SUV was first
spotted on Ar-
gyle Street in
Caledonia with
someone lean-
ing out of the
vehicle taking

photographs of the natives’
barricades, she said, then sped off when

protesters approached them.

Natives followed the vehicle, she said, and that an alter-
cation occurred when it slowed down and one of its oc-
cupants jumped out.

“One of our men, I understand, then jumped into the ve-
hicle and drove it back onto the site. They looked into
the vehicle to see what was in it and it was full of sophis-
ticated radio and high tech equipment and a bunch of
documents,” Powless said.

The natives returned the documents and the SUV to po-
lice after several hours of negotiations with native liai-
son officers, but not before the documents were photo-
copied.

The intelligence officer’s log includes details of an OPP
operations post being set up in the Hamilton area, checks
into the background of natives and Caledonia residents,
and information from the Canadian Security and Intelli-
gence Service (CSIS) that “white supremacist skinheads”
were heading to Caledonia that “did not materialize.”

One note describes an interview with a Caledonia resi-
dent who complained the standoff frightened her chil-
dren.

The officer’s log reads: “Her kids are on the school bus
and they were told to do up the windows on the bus.”

         

 





(Paul Morse Hamilton Spectator, Jun 13, 2006)



    
    
    
      
      
    
 
     
   
     
   

    
   
    
     
    
    
    
  
    
  
      
    

  
  

   
    
    
     
   
    
    
     
   
    
    
   
   
   
    
    
   
 

   
   
    

    
     
   
   
   
  
  
    
    
  

    
    
   
     
   
   
    
   
  
   
     
    
      

           
       
          

  

             
            
              
               
              
             

            
            
               
                
              
          

             
             
                
            
              
               
             
          

              
             
                   
             





   
   
     
    
  
    
    
   
    

     
      
     
    
    
      
   

   
      
    
    
   
     
    
    
    
    
     
  

 
  
     
    


   
  
   
   
   
   
   
    
     
  
    
   
     
   
  
 

    
    
    
    
    
    
     
    

  
    
    
     
     
   
     
     
   
  

     
  
 
   
     
   
    
   
    
     
   
  
    
   
    
    
    
    
     
   
     
     
 

    
    
   
    
   
  
  
    
    
   
    
    
     
    
    
     
    
  
   
    
   
    


Remember: the Canadian State and its police guard dogs have been
progressively militarizingthe media, by seizing video and other ma-
terial in order to mount criminal cases against individuals. This oc-
curred in the Caledonia standoff as recently as May 20th, when CH
TV (the same station whose reporters were injured yesterday) had
a tape seized by police who wanted to use it to identify individuals -
the station had been given the tape (which was shot by a Caledonia
resident) on condition of confidentiality and that the faces of indi-
viduals would be obscured.
As the group Canadian Journalists for Free Expression has noted,
this is a reoccurring phenomenon in Canada. In June 2001 the
RCMP seized videotaped belonging to Aboriginal Peoples Television
Network (APTN) correspondent Todd Lamirande – the footage in-
cluded part of a confrontation between indigenous people protest-
ing the Sun Peaks ski resort development and local supporters of
the project. Furthermore, “on 15 June 2000, Toronto police seized
video footage of an anti-poverty protest at the Ontario legislature on
the grounds that they needed media photographs and videotape to
help identify participants, as media were able to get closer to the
demonstrators than police. Similarly, on 5 April 2000, police in
Montreal demanded that television stations Radio Canada and TVA
hand over recordings of a protest at which violence had broken out,
according to Reporters sans frontières (RSF).”

As the CJFE notes: as a result of such seizures “journalists risk
being perceived as adjuncts of the state.”
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The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have issued ar-
rest warrants for seven (7) people from the Six Na-
tions Reclamation site. Charges include attempted
murder, robbery, intimidation and causing bodily
harm.
The Haudenosaunee Confederacy deliberated this
issue during Council on Saturday June 10th, 2006.
The individuals involved in these incidents were
brought before the Confederacy Chiefs and Clan
Mothers, on Sunday, June 11, 2006, to discuss and
understand the incidents. The Confederacy Chiefs
and Clan Mothers spoke with these individuals about
the Great Law of Peace and how it is to guide our
actions. Our investigation is continuing. It was de-
cided that for the safety of all involved, these indi-
viduals would be removed from the site until our in-
vestigation is complete. We are working with the
Ontario Provincial Police and the Six Nations Police
to ensure the safety of all people within our respec-
tive jurisdictions.

Our investigation has indicated the “Border Secu-
rity” vehicle being driven by the “police officer” was
actually an Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearm (ATF) ve-
hicle from the United States of America. Two officers
in the vehicle were from the United States of America
accompanied by an officer with the Ontario Provin-
cial Police. We have found evidence that indicates
these officers were in the area since April 2, 2006
assisting in the current policing of the occupation of
the Six Nations Reclamation site. This is particularly
concerning due to the reputation of the ATF. The
Haudenosaunee are dismayed that the OPP gave
permission to these officers from the United States

of America to assist in this situation without any prior
communication to our people, this has incited an al-
ready tense situation. We are working with the Ontario
Provincial Police to clarify this situation.
The Haudenosaunee has legally binding treaties with
the Crown. The Two Row Wampum belt and the Sil-
ver Covenant Chain affirms the parameters of the
relationship between our two governments. These
treaties acknowledge the Sovereignty of our people
and Nation. The Silver Covenant Chain speaks of a
relationship between our two governments based upon
Respect, Peace and Friendship. To have a good
strong Friendship, there needs to be a commitment
to exercise “Kanikonriio” that is the “Good Mind”
which means equality, justice, and the Commitment
to help each other in times of need. The Two Row
Wampum Belt identifies the nation to nation basis
which are people are to deal with. The Two Row Wam-
pum Belt depicts our governments operating within
our own “canoes”. This means that each of our re-
spective governments will continue to operate under
their own laws and will not interfere with the affairs of
the other governments.

Under our treaties the only issues which fall under
the Crownʼs jurisdiction are Murder, Rape and Theft.
According to the Treaty of Fort Albany made with the
Crown there is an extradition process which must be
followed in order to address any of these three is-
sues.
Our people follow the Great Law of Peace and are
not a people of violence. The Haudenosaunee are
committed to ensuring that the Great Law of Peace is
respected and followed at the Reclamation Site.

    
June 11, 2006
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     Mcguinty “talks tough”,

fanning the flames of racism

   
   
   
   
    
   
    
 

   
  
   
 
   
    
  
    
  
    
     
     
  
  
   
      
    
     

   
    
   
     
  
     
   

   
   
   
     
    
    
    
   
   
   


    
     
   
     
   
   

   
   
  
  
    
    
     


    
   
    
   
     
    
   
   
    
  

   
   
 
  
   
 

   
Unemployment rate for First Nations people in the labour
force rose from 15.4% in 1981 to 24.6% in 1991, despite
advances in education – on some First Nations reserves
rates are as high as 80% and 90%;

Earned income for the average First Nations individual
in 1991 was $14,561 compared to $24,000 for all
Canadians - a $1,000 decline since 1981;

The infant mortality rate among First Nations people is
more than double the Canadian rate (17.2 compared to
7.9 per 1000 babies);

The suicide rate is 3 times higher than the national rate
– 7 times higher for youth 17 to 24 years old;

Only 42% of First Nations children complete grade 12
compared to 61% of Canadian children;
Death rates from injury are 3 to 4 times higher among
First Nations children than among Canadian children in
general.
Over 30% of First Nations adults reported a disability -
more than double the national rate. Among First Nations
adults aged 15 to 34, the disability rate is three times
the national rate for the same age group.

54% of 74,000 First Nations housing units do not meet
basic standards.

The incidence of TB and diabetes is 17 times and 3
times higher, respectively, among the First Nations
population - in 1991, 75% of the TB cases reported in
Canada were of First Nations origin;

First Nations people make up 3% of the population but
more than 10% of the prison population;

First Nations women represent only 2% of the women in
Canada but 29% of of women in Federal prisons (as of
July 2003) - this breaks down to 46% of maximum
security population; 35% medium security population and
23% minimum security population

Indigenous women between the ages of 25 and 44,
with status under the Indian Act, were five times more
likely than all other women of the same age to die as
the result of violence.

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, 70% of
violent  crimes - and 90% of sexual assaults - against
Indigenous people are carried out by non-Indigenous.

Since 1988 over 500 First Nations women have “gone
missing” across Canada.
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Sago from Grand River. Well, the news tonight while it sits heavy on the hearts of some, is a decision that was felt to be the best for
all concerned. The remaining barricades around Kanestahton have been removed.

The confederacy council has asked the people to support them on this decision. While there wasn’t a consensus of the people, the
majority of the people felt that it was a decision that we should support. First of all I have to assure everyone that this does not mean
we are giving up our position on the land. The people are not leaving the land, nor do we intend to. We are calling Canada’s bluff.
The federal and provincial governments all along have stated that they will not negotiate on the issue of land while the barricades
remain intact. Now we will see how honorable these people are. For the people on the site, this is a hard pill to swallow.

Continuously throughout history it seems that it is our people who always have to take the high road and it is we who have to give
in to the threats and demands of the colonialistic government. They peg us as the criminals but it is they who have the guns, they who
stole the land and they who created the barricades in the first place by sending in the riot squad and refusing to talk.   We know that
the only reason the true Onkwehonweh government is at the table is because the barricades were up. Will Canada continue with the
talks now that the barricades are down or have they played out their hand in order to pull the rug out from under our feet? At this
point it is the trust in our confederacy and in our Creator that is what we are holding on to. It is the trust and knowing that we are
upholding the Law of Peace and our responsibilities that lie within that Law.

It is the belief in our Sovereignty and our obligation to protect the land for the generations to come. Our negotiators believe that in
order for talks to continue, this is the only position that we can take. For the people on the site, it is the distrust of the canadian
government and their ability to speak with truth that concerns us. Who is to say that this isn’t another trap and we’re playing into
their hands. I hope for Canada’s sake that this isn’t the case.

While I write to you, I have just been informed that the police build up around the site has increased. Ambulances are on stand by.
Have we made a mistake, or are they merely continuing to keep a presence to prevent the continued racial discrimination, hate
crimes and violent actions recently displayed by some of the residents of Caledonia. This week in the media we have been por-
trayed as lawless and through the continued efforts of the government to incite a violent reaction, it has resulted in 7 of our people
with warrants out for their arrest. These individuals have been brought before our clanmothers and chiefs to be held accountable for
their actions according to the protocol of the Kaierenekowah.  They will be dealt with according to our Law, and Canada has to be
reminded of the fact that they do not have the jurisdiction to enforce their laws on our people.

The charges to the say the least are an exaggeration of the truth. For instance, the beating of the CHTV 11 cameraman that resulted
in his having to get stitches, was confirmed on their own sister radio station CHML that the injury was a result of his being hit in the
head with a police billy club during the attempt by the opp to diffuse the situation. Yes, the opp did try to intervene. But that is not
the way it was led to believe. It was made to look like our men violently beat this man and that the opp stood by and let it happen.
I’ve seen picture’s myself taken by one of our local newspaper reporters that showed clearly that the opp did step in to physically
stop not just our men, but the CHTV men from throwing punches as well.

It has also been reported that our people swarmed the car of an elderly couple who were only out “sight seeing”. They did not
report that the racial discrimination and insults that were directed at our people at the front gate of the site or the dangerous driving
that resulted in one of our men being hit by this same car and why our men originally followed them to the Canadian Tire parking lot.
It was not reported that while they state that they drove to the nearest place to seek help from the police that they drove right past
the opp officers who were stationed only yards from the area where the incident occurred. Yes, our people did follow the couple to
the Canadian tire parking lot. But that was because for some strange reason, they thought that they would somehow see justice
given and that the deliberate action of trying to run one of our people down would result in charges being laid against the driver. How
naïve of our people to think that this was even a possibility.

Attempted murder charges have been made against another of our men who reacted violently at seeing the United States Border
Patrol vehicle lurking around the site, having our people under surveillance, with the support and assistance of the opp. This agent,
who was learned to be of the ATF (alcohol, tobacco and firearms) had to have been given government clearance to be near the site,
not just for the day, but evidence shows that they have been in the area since early April. The ATF agents normally are mandated to
deal with terrorists. Obviously the government is trying to build a case against our people as terrorists to justify bringing in excessive
force to physically remove us from the site. The government of Canada has yet to explain why, if they are seeking a peaceful
resolution to this situation, have they enlisted the services of the United States government agencies to discredit the political positon
of the Onkwehonweh on this land and try to peg this reclamation as a criminal activity rather than the political position that it is.

Furthermore, the government has yet to come to the table to deal with the real issues of the Onkwehonweh. The issues are not the
barricades, the issues are the Land, Our Sovereignty, Our Treaties and OUR  responsibilities to the Kaierenekowah. It is not
whether THEY understand them or even believe them, this is about US and who we are as a people. A NATION long before
Canada even existed.

  
   

    
   
   
   
    
 
  
   
    
    
  
     
 

 
   
   
   
    
 

   
   
    
   
   
   

    
   
    
   
   
   
  
    

      
   
   

    
 

    
    
     
   
   
    
   
    
   
    
   
  
  
   
    
    
   

    
   
   
    
   
    

   
   
 
  
    
  
     
  

  
   
    
  
   
    
     
    
 


    
    
  
    
  
     
     
     
   
  
   
    
   
   
    
    
  
    
   


    
   
   
    
   
   
   

            
             
        

             
      
        
         
         
  

            
           

       
             
       
        



 

 
    
   
  
   
     
   
   
 
   
  
  
   
    
    
    
 

   
   
   
   
  
  
    
     
   
  
     
   
  
  
    
  
   
   
     
     
   
    
   
    
    
   
    
   
    
  
    
 
  
   
   
  

     
Roseau River Anishabe First Nation Government

June 13, 2006

Ultimatum meets Ultimatum! As Premier Dalton McGuinty and Minister of
Indian Affairs Jim Prentice pull out of the Six Nations/Caledonia land
claim with ultimatums that the “barricades must come down,” First Na-
tions across Canada are issuing their own ultimatums. Last week, 100
Ontario Chiefs walked to the site of the land claim dispute and issued
their own warning to Canada. Today Union of British Columbia Chiefs
issued full support to Six Nations. In Manitoba, the Assembly of Manitoba
Chiefs, representing 64 First Nations, passed a resolution supporting a
24-hour railway blockade set for June 29th 2006, “to force the Canadian
government to establish a reasonable time-frame for settlement of land
claims.”
Chief Terrance Nelson moved the resolution to “send a message, that
resource wealth of our lands are what supports every Canadian.” Canada
is the third largest producer of diamonds, has 10 per cent of the worldʼs
forests, and mines 60 metals and minerals. Oil is now over $72 a barrel,
up from $10 a barrel in 1999, and there are 1.4 trillion barrels of oil in the
tar sands plus hundreds of other oil and gas producing areas. Canada
had eight straight federal government budget surpluses, a 2005 reported
net worth of $4.5 trillion, and GDP over a trillion dollars. Today the federal
government raises far more revenue from its share of resource royalties
than it does from income taxes.

Roseau River will block two railway lines going into the United States. At
least six other Manitoba First Nations have vowed to block railway lines at
the same time. The financial cost of the railway blockades will be in the
millions but the real impact is likely to be the international image of Canada.
Canada was the United Nations choice as the “best country in the world
to live in” for seven straight years, but while Canada was number one on
the index, Canadian First Nations communities mired in extreme poverty
were set at the 63rd level on the UN scale.  Over 6,000 First Nations land
claims are now in limbo.

“What pisses me off when I watch the Caledonia violence” said an angry
Chief Nelson, “is the immigrants to our lands didnʼt bring the diamonds or
other resources from Europe in their little wooden boats, yet they have
the gall to demand we, the owners of the land and resources, must now
pay taxes to them on top of their theft.” Treaties 1 to 11 representatives
went home last week from a Winnipeg conference to seek support in
their regions to initiate railway blockades in traditional territories.

From Windspeaker June 2006

Six Nations claim:
Lost lands

• On Oct. 25, 1784, Sir Frederick Haldimand, the Captain General and Governor-in-Chief for Upper Canada, signed a
deed for land in what would later become southern Ontario for the Five Nations. [Later Tuscarora joined to create the Six
Nations.] The Haldimand deed assigned land “six miles deep” on both sides of the Grand River from its source in south-
central Ontario to its mouth at Lake Erie. The Haldimand Tract originally covered 955,000 acres.

• The land grant was made as compensation for the loss of the six-million-acre homeland taken by the United States in
the Mohawk Valley in upstate New York after the American War of Independence. The Five Nations (Mohawk, Seneca,
Oneida, Cayuga and Onondaga) had fought on the British side in the Revolutionary War, which led to the creation of the
United States in 1776. The land was a reward for Five Nationsʼ loyalty to the Crown and a gesture of appreciation for the
military support offered voluntarily by the Indigenous peoples in defense of the realm.

• Shortly after the Haldimand Proclamation was made, John Graves Simcoe, Governor General of Upper Canada, issued
the Simcoe Patent that limited the Haldimand Tract to 275,000 acres, of the original 955,000 acres, for the exclusive use
of the Six Nations. That meant the other 720,000 acres would be leased, surrendered or sold.

• About 302,000 acres were mortgaged for 999 years to create an annual source of income for the care and maintenance
of the Six Nations. Itʼs been only 122 years since the proclamation.

• Another 49,800 acres were mortgaged for a similar length of time and a similar purpose. Under the current process,
where the federal Crown decides which land claims against it are acceptable and which are not, the Crown accepts as
valid the claim of only 30,800 acres of this transaction. The remaining 19,000 acres of Six Nationsʼ land are lost forever
with no compensation.

• An additional 112,689 acres were surrendered by Six Nations for sale. Proceeds were to be accounted for and invested
by the Indian Department and a Crown-appointed trustee for the benefit of Six Nations.

• 19,180 acres (including the Port Dover Plank Road lands, which are involved in the current dispute) were leased for
short-terms. They were 21-year leases with seven-year renewals.

• In all, Six Nations lost at least 125,000 acres without a full record provided by the Crown.

Lost monies
(Examples of investments by the Crown using Six Nationsʼ funds:)

• 1834: $4,000 used to offset governmentʼs debt. There is no record of repayment.

• 1845: $14,717.58 was used to offset government s̓ debt. Again, with no record of repayment.

• 1851: $8,000 used by municipal council of Haldimand. No repayment is recorded.

• 1847: $1,000 was transferred to Law Society of Upper Canada. No repayment recorded.

• Additional loans, with no repayment recorded, to McGill University, the City of Toronto, Simcoe District Council, Public
Works Canada and additional Crown debts. Six Nationsʼ research suggests a number of large public projects were
funded with money from their trust accounts, without repayment.

Legislated repression
In 1907, Six Nations hired lawyer A.G. Chisholm to pursue the Grand River Navigation Company for improper use of Six
Nationsʼ monies. This company ran shipping traffic up and down the Grand River but eventually went broke. It accessed
Six Nationsʼ funds held in trust by the Crown without Six Nationsʼ permission. The Crown interceded against Six Nationsʼ
attempts to pursue legal means of redress and stalled until it passed Section 141 of the 1927 Indian Act. That amendment
made it illegal for anyone to hire a lawyer, create a fund or provide money to a First Nation to pursue a claim. That
Canadian law stayed in effect until the section was repealed in 1951. Since the Crown acknowledged an obligation to
recognize claims, Six Nations has filed 29. Just one, the CNR settlement, has been finalized with 250 acres returned to
the territory. Another 28 claims, recognized by the Crown as legitimate, remain. And more may be filed.

continued from page 65





    
   
    
  
    
    
     
    
    
     
    
      
   
   

    
   
   
   
    
   
    
    
   
    
    
   
   
    
   
   
    
 
   
   
    
      
   
    
    
    
   

   
   
    
    
  
   
    
    
  
   
     
    
      
    

   
   
    
    
   
  
   
     
    
  

    
    
  
    
    
  
   
    
     
    


   
    
   
  
   
     
    
   
   
     
    
    
     
   
   
     
      
   
     
    
     
   
  


     
      
    
   
     
   
  
 
     
    

   
    
     
  
  
     
    
   
   
   
     
    
     
     
  

    
   
   
  
   
   
  
   
    
  
   
    
    
  
   
     
    
 

An unofficial archeological dig
headed by anthropology graduate

Joanne Thomas began last week at
the Douglas Creek lands. Thomas

said some red ochre (inset) has
been found indicating burials may

be present.
(Photo by Donna Duric and Jim Powless)

by Doug George-Kanentiio , Akwesasne Notes
Volume 1 #3

Prior to European colonization the Iroquois
exercised active dominion over most of what is
now New York State. Of the 49,576 square miles
of the state the Iroquois held title to about 4/5
of the total area (approximately 39,000 square
miles).
Traditional Iroquois boundary lines were quite
specific as to which lands belonged to a par-
ticular nation. Mohawk territory extended from
the Delaware River north to the St. Lawrence
and included almost all of the Adirondack Moun-
tains. Their boundaries to the east were Lake
Champlain, Lake George and the Hudson River.
By adding up the area of the current counties
within this region the Mohawk Nation can lay
claim to 15,534 square miles (or 9,941,760 acres)
as having been alienated from their possession
through various means, including fraudulent
“treaties.”
Oneidas recognized the West Canada Creek,
the Unadilla River and the foothills of the
Adirondack Mountains in St. Lawrence county
as their eastern border with the Mohawks. They
also knew their land went as far north as the
St. Lawrence River and south to below the
Susquehanna. Using the same formula of ap-
plying county areas to indigenous Oneida ter-
ritory, a figure of 5,819 square miles is arrived
at (or 3,724,160 acres).

To the west of the Oneidas were the Onondagas;
their borders followed the Tioughnioga River,
Otselic River and Chittenango Creek as it
flowed into Oneida Lake. Within their national
boundaries are the counties of Jefferson, Os-
wego, Onondaga, Cortland, part of Tioga and
about half of Broome. Their total is 2,670,720
acres or 4,173 square miles.
Cayuga lands between Rochester and Syracuse
included Cayuga, Seneca, Chemung, Schuyler,
Wayne, Tompkins and part of Tioga counties.
Their region is 3,123 square miles or 1,998,720
acres.
In western New York the Seneca Nation enjoyed
fertile lakeshore fields and a rolling terrain which
was rich in wildlife. Their lands stretched from
east of the Genesee River to the Niagara Pen-
insula and southwest to Lake Erie. An estimated
10,248 square miles (6,558,720 acres) were held
by the Senecas until various land companies
removed them to three small reservations in
the early nineteenth century.
All together the Iroquois Confederacy held as
its own 24,894,080 acres of some of the most
beautiful and resource wealthy lands in all of
North America. Yet traditional Iroquois were
careful custodians of the earth for nowhere in
this broad expanse of territory was there a
single polluted stream, hazardous waste site
or open landfill.  [...]
Total land holdings for the Iroquois in 1995 are
about 86,716 acres remaining from the original
25,000,000 or .034% of what we once had.

How Much Land Did the Iroquois Possess?



 

   
   
  
     
    
  
   
    
   
  
    
      
     
    
   
  
      
    
      
  
 

   
    
    

     
     
    
    
    
    
   
    
  
   
     
    
     
   
   
     
   
   
    
   
    
    
  
   

    
   
     
    
  
   
 

    
    
   
    
    
      
  
   
      
    
    
   
   
   
    

Roseau River will peacefully blockade two railway lines for exactly 24 hours starting Thursday June 29th at
4:00 p.m. and ending Friday June 30th at 4:00 p.m. One of these railway line blockades will be north of
Dominion City, four miles east and one and half miles north of the main Roseau River reservation, the other
railway line to be blockaded is north of Letellier, which is approximately two and half miles west of Roseau
River and one mile north of Letellier. Both railway lines move goods and services into and from the United
States and will affect business in North Dakota, Minnesota and beyond. Both railway lines run on our
traditional territory, we hold underlying title to those lands.
At noon on Thursday June 29 in front of the Roseau River Community Hall, two Roseau River drums will
begin singing. People will gather to hear from the elders, the leadership and from the people themselves why
First Nations are angry enough at Canada to initiate this action. Roseau Riverʼs traditional territory was over
2000 square miles in south central Manitoba prior to the signing of Treaty # one on August 3rd 1871.

The Crown promised, that no white man would ever be allowed
to set foot upon the reservation without our permission. The
Crown pledged on their honor that if we agreed to the treaty
giving them access to our 3 million acres of land that the re-
served lands would be ours forever. Just 32 years later on
January 30th 1903, the government would force the surrender
of 12 sections or 70% of our reserve. Mr. Atkinson would be
shot and killed for refusing to leave his home. It takes the Min-
ister of Indian Affairs, twelve days to recommend an Order in
Council and in just 26 days by February 25 1903 the white
farmers have full ownership of 12 sections of our reserve with a
signed Order in Council.

   

RCMP sniper: colonialism’s shocktroops

      
       
      
     
       
     

        
      
     
     

              
              
      

              
           

        
           
            


            
             
           

           
               
            

              
                 


              
               
       

      
       
       
          
       
       
     
     

       
       
       
     
     
       
       
     
    

      
     
       
  

from: http://www.sago.ca/sixnations.htm

     

   
   

   
   

       
  

    
    

 
      
     
     

   
      

     
        

 

      
   

from: http://hometown.aol.com/miketben/miketben.htm
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In 1993, we had RCMP snipers in our fields when we tried to open a casino that could have bought in 100
million dollars a year for us. Once again our jurisdiction, our right to govern ourselves was denied by force of
arms. We could not enjoy the same rights as our Anishinabe relatives in the States. We still have 77%
unemployment. We are denied any recognition of our right to lease our 3 million acres of traditional lands
and each year we receive less and less funding. It took us 125 years to get Treaty Land Entitlement
recognized. Eight years we have waited to have our TLE land converted and still we have to wait, but it took
the white farmers only 26 days to get an Order in Council taking our 12 sections of reservation lands away.
Roseau River is owed at least 60 million dollars from the 1903 land claim. We have been peaceful, we have
been patient, we have waited 103 years for justice but meanwhile in Caledonia the white people got compen-
sation already, millions of dollars have already been pledged by the government, yet the white people only
had to wait 100 days, not a 100 years for the government to act.

Yes we believe that there are two sets of laws in Canada, one for whites and another for the Indians.

The Supreme Court of Canada decided in Haida that “Knowledge of a credible but unproven claim is enough
to trigger a duty to consult.”  In spite of the law as decided in Mikkisew, where Justice Binney of the
Supreme Court wrote that it was illegal for government officials to be indifferent, it is exactly what the
Government of Canada does, Liberal or Conservative, they ignore the law if it is in favor of the Indians. Why
do you think that in 1982, Premier Lyons of Manitoba would absolutely refuse having the Right of Property
recognized in the Charter? They tried to stack the law in their favor but it didnʼt work so they ignore the law
when it is convenient for them to ignore it.
Over five hundred murdered and missing First Nation women in Canada. Our people fill the jails and prisons
in Canada. Over 50% of the people killed at the hands of police in Canada are First Nations people. Over
6000 land claims in limbo because Canada refuses to put in place a process that will deal with these matters.
The Conservatives refused to deal with the Kelowna accord despite the fact ten provincial premiers, three
territories and the previous federal government had agreed to it. In Six Nations/Caledonia land claim, it was
the people who took action, it was the people who finally had enough and decided not to be sidetracked by a
useless Canadian government process, they, the people took direct action.

So I ask the question, are the people tired? Are you tired of watching hundreds of billions of dollars of
resource wealth paid to the governments of Canada, while you, the original owners are denied a share of
your own wealth. Are you tired of the housing problems, the lack of education opportunities, the denial of
health coverage, the injustice, the brutality, are you tired of being the poorest of the poor in Canada. Are you
tired of watching immigrants to our lands taking our resource wealth, while at the same time they call you
down for not paying taxes to their government?
We at Roseau River will stand up as we have always done. We will not be ignored. We will not obey any
white court injunction that the railway companies might try and get imposed upon us, an injunction that will be
unilaterally imposed, an injunction that would deny our right of property.

We signed a treaty with Canada. They are obligated by the terms and conditions of that treaty. The immi-
grant to our land gets their title from the Crown but the Crown got their rights from us, the indigenous people
of these lands. We were here first, these are our lands. We hold the underlying title to all these lands
including under the rail lines.

At 3:30 p.m. vehicles will pull out of the reserve headed to the blockade sites. At exactly 4:00 p.m. cars will be
driven onto the rail lines and we will stay exactly 24 hours to send a message to Canada, that we will no
longer tolerate our rights being ignored. The Okiijida Society will provide security and will not tolerate any
acts of violence from anyone. We will welcome all peaceful people to join us on June 29th and 30th 2006.
We ask that you get there at noon in order to ensure everyone knows their responsibility.

Chief Terrance Nelson

continued from previous page
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This booklet was first put together in May 2006 by some people. The update in your hands was put
together in late June 2006. The articles included are being reproduced without permission, and no
assumption should be made that the authors do or do not approve of the content of this publication.

Feel free to make your own copies and distribute in your area.

      
   

put your group’s name & contact info. here!

Letter and 11” x 17” versions of this booklet are available
for free download in PDF format from www.lefrigovert.ca

4. Phone, Fax, and Email Actions
                  


5. Send Messages of Support to the People at the Camp. Camp spokespeople can be reached
at:

Dick Hill: 519-865-7722, 519-445-1351
Hazel Hill: 519-717-4292, 519-445-0719, thebasketcase@on.aibn.com
Jacqueline House: 905-765-9316; jacqueline_house@hotmail.com

Struggle for the Land: Interviews with
Participants at the Six Nations
Reclamation (April-May 2006).  This 90
minute DVD consists of a series of interviews
with First Nations activists at the Reclamation
site and video of the protests and counter
protests concerning the reclamation of the
Douglas Creek Estates. In what ranks as one
of the most significant indigenous
confrontations with the Canadian State since
the 1990 Oka crisis, participants speak in
their own words about what is at stake in
their struggle. Includes videos with
reclamation site spokesperson Jacqueline House, Six Nations resident Robin Williams,
supporter Mike Desroches, a member of the Mohawk Warrior Society, kitchen
organizers Gene and Ruby,  footage of the racist anti-native protests and a variety of
interviews with Caledonia residents. All footage filmed and produced by Tom Keefer.
Proceeds of the sales of this video will go to supporting the Six Nations struggle at
Douglas Creek Estates.
To order contact Autonomy & Solidarity at auto_sol@tao.ca

($15.00 US / $18.75 CDN)

Ontario Provincial Police, Haldimand County
Inspector Brian Haggith
Phone: 905-772-3322
Fax: 905-772-5815

Premier of Ontario Dalton McGuinty
Phone: 416-325-1941
Fax: 416-325-3745
Email: dalton.mcguinty@premier.gov.on.ca

Attorney General of Ontario Michael Bryant
Phone: 416-326-2220 or 1-800-518-7901
Fax: 416-326-4007
Web comments: http://
www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/
comments.asp

Federal Indian Affairs Minister Jim Prentice
Ottawa Office: Phone 613-992-4275; Fax: 613-947-
9475
Constituency Office: Phone 403-216-7777; Fax 403-
230-4368
Email: prentice.j@parl.gc.ca

Prime Minister Stephen Harper
Phone: 613-992-4211
Fax: 613-941-6900
Email: pm@pm.gc.ca

Governor General Michaëlle Jean
Phone: 1-800-465-6890 or 613-993-8200
Fax: 613-998-1664
Email: info@gg.ca
Online petition to Michaëlle Jean: http://
www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/850267742

These Websites Can Be Checked For More Up-To-Date Information
  
    
    
    
  
     
   
      
    
 
  
 
  
 
     











































Lands Granted by
Haldimand Proclamation

Current Six Nations
Reserve

Approximately 950,000
acres granted on October
25, 1784

Approximately 46,500
acres or 4,9% remaining
as of April 2001


